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1 | PPINESS of a Succeſsful „ 
pu.” MINISTRY: 5 


In FOUR 


SERMONS. 


Begun at the Return of the 
Friday Lecture, 
| IN 5 
f 2 VE R STREET, 
£ + "I October, * 1] 


as a 


I JEREMIAH SMITH, | 


Publiſh'd at the Bequeſt of ſeveral of 
the Yearers. 
| — — * | 5 


NN 


Printed fa or Jo nN CLARK, at the Bible 
and da. in the Poultrey, near, Cheap- 


| | fide, 171 6. EG.” 
3 C Shilling. on 
| | | | 5 4 
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2 TO THE 
4 GENTLEMEN and OTHERS, 
YT My much efteemed Friends, 
L Who Support and Attend the LECTURR 
; In Silyerſtreet. 


HE Discourses following 
were prepar*d for the Pulpit 
IR only, not the Preſs; yet the 
=@| Reſpect and Service which I 
WR | owe You, permitted me not 


1 to refuſe their Publication, at 
he Requeſt of divers of You ; eſpecially, 
1 4 our Hope withal being Genified, that by 

this Means they may be ſomewhat farther 
4 Zuſeful, than to the few that heard them. If 
my Expectat ions therein be weaker, my 
. A 2 Wilks | 
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" I 
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Wiſhes to that Purpoſe, to be ſure, are not 


leſs ſerious, or earneſt than Yours. Tt is 


with Writings, (the Birth of the Mind) as in * 
the Caſe of our Children; if we ſend them . + 


out into the World, we follow them! with 


our own, and all others Prayers which we A 
can ingage, that they may be proſpered to 7 


thoſe good Ends for which they are deſign- k 


ed; chiefly to ſubſerve the Glory of Go, 


and the Good of Men, in all the Ways for 1 
which they are fitted. The ſame I would 


beg of You in reference to theſe, and all other 2 


my miniſterial Indea vous * that they may 
be accepted of CHRIST, "ad made abun- 


dantly ſucceſsful, in promoting real Religi- £2 | 


on and the Good of Souls; that they may 
come to Vou, and to all chat ſhall read or 4 
hear them, with a Fulneſs of divine Baus; 4 
which will be the greateſt Joy « of, 2 


Sirs, 
Tonr moſt Reſpectful 
and Obliged Servant, 


Jeremiah Smith. 


8 R © M. XV. 29. 1 

And am ſure, that when I 

come unto you, I ſhall come 
in the Fulneſs of the Bleſſing 
of the Goſpel of CHRIST. 


n T. Paul, the great Apoſtle 
of the Gentiles, on whom 
lay the Care of all the 
Churches, had long 
Thoughts and Deſires f 
ſeeing the Saints at Rome ; Rom. 1. 
that he might impart wnty 11. 
them ſome ſpiritualGift,to the 
| End they might be eſtabliſh d. 
But being many Ways hitherto hinder'd of his 
Purpoſe, he writes to them, for the preſent, 
this excellent Epiſtle ; at the Cloſe whereof he 
ſignifies, that he was not without Hope and 
Proſpect of ſeeing them ſhortly, when his Ser- 
vices for the poor Saints at Jeruſalem ſhould be 
| diſpatch'd : And to quicken their Deſires, and 
H. engage their Prayers for him, that his Purpoſe 
a B | might 


The HAPPINESS of 


might be ſucceeded, he ſuggeſts how much his 
Coming to them would be to their Advan- 
tage. "And 2 + ſure, (lays * when I come 
nto jou, I ſhall come in the Fulneſs of the Bleſſin 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt. _ Fame 
WMUuAT now, on the Return of this Exer- 
ciſe, I would obſerve and inſiſt on, from theſe 
Words, is this; vi. #5 
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Mos r happy is that Miniſtry which comes 
to a People in the Fullneſs of the Bleſſing of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. r 


Sr. Paul quickening the Deſires. of the Ro- 
mans for his Coming by this Argument, ſhews 
the Happineſs of the Thing in itfelf, however 
ordinary Miniſters may not have like Certainty 
as he had in reference to the Event, of which 
tome think he was ſpecially afſur'd in that Caſe, 
by the Spirit of Go p. 
I x ſpeaking hereto, we may enquire, 


I. Wuar i the Goſpel? 
II. Wur i is term'd the Goſpel of CuxisT? 


III. WEN does a Miniſtry come to a People 
in the Fulneſs of the Bleſſing hereof ? _ 


IV. How appears the Happineſs of ſuch a Caſe ? *% 
And then, L 
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V. WuarT Dee and Improvement is to le 
made of it? FE 


I zz6IN with the firſt of theſe, 
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2 J. WHAT 3s the Goſpel? E F 
| Anſ. TIS the Doctrine of God in Chriſt recon- 2 Cor. * 


XZ ciling the World unto himſelf, not imput ing their 19. 
3 Teefoaſſe unto them. So the Apoſtle deſcribes it; 
when he ſpeaks of the Miniſtry of Reconciliati- 
on, to wit, faith he, That God was in Chrift re- 
= conciling, &c. Here is the Good-News, the Glad- 
+ Tidings which Miniſters are to preach and pu- 
bliſh ; the moſt happy and comfortable that can 
poſſibly reach a Sinner's Ear. Sin hath made a 
fatal Breach, hath ſer Gop and Man at Enmity ; 
the Conſequence of which, if not remedy'd,muſt 
be everlaſting Ruin : Happy Diſcovery then 
of a Way of Peace and Friendſhip between Gor 
and Man again. The Law could ſpeak nothing 
but Death and Miſery, for the Violaters of it; 
but here is Tabula poſt naufraginm, a Plank after 
3 Shipwreck, by means whereof Sirmers may 
3 eſcape. Should any, for the Greatneſs of ſuch 
a Myſtery, ſay, as Nicodemus in another Cale, 
How can theſe Things be? The Apoſtle both con- 
firms and clears it, For He hath made him to be ver. 21. 
Sin for us, who knew no Sin, that e might be 
made the Righteouſneſs of God in him. A gracious 
Subſtitution there is, of CyR1sT the Son of 
GoD, in the Room and Stead of poor fallen 
Creatures, to bear their Sins, and make Atone- 
ment for them, by offering up himſelf a Sacri- 
2 fice on the Croſs; that ſuch as believe in him 
may be accepted, and dealt with as righteous 
= Perſons ; being united unto Chriſt by Faith, his 
* Righteouſneſs may be theirs ; not as wrought 
out by thery, but by virtue of their Union with 
him, graciouſly accounted or imputed to them. 
do theirs, as their Sin was his; not inherenly, 
LY — 2 4 or 
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2 Cor. vi. 


or as committed by him, but thro' the Conſti- 
tution of GOP, with his own Conſent, made 
his, to be expiated and done away by him, 
Here is Grace, as the Goſpel is call'd, from the 
Riſe, and Spring, and Matter of it, a Declara- 
tion of the divine Good-will to the ſinful Chil- 
dren of Men. Thus of the firſt Enquiry, What 
the Goſpel is ? EL 


Q. II. Way is it term d the Goſpel of Chriſt ? 


A. 1. TIS his Goſpel, as He with the Father and 
Spirit is the Author of it, the eternal Project and 
Purpoſe thereof, and the Gift of it in Time, was 
by him. For it holds here, as in other Things, 
Opera Trinitatis ad extra ſunt indiviſa, All Works 
or Acts of the Trinity, which have their Term 
without their own Being, are undivided : As 
all concurr'd in the Firſt Creation, Let us make 
Man; ſo in all that concerns the Second. The 
Thing itſelf, with the Declaration and Diſcove- 
ry of it, that, and how it ſhall be, this is from 
Gob, all the Perſons in the Trinity. Whence 
the Goſpel is ſometimes call'd abſolutely the Go- 


Rom. i-1- ſpel of Go, and the Word and Miniſtry of it, 


3 Tim. i 
. 
2 Cor. v. 
18. 


ſaid to be of him. Nor could its Riſe indeed be 
from any other; no mere created Wit or Un- 
derſtanding could have invented or thought of 
it; or, if it could have come into the Thoughts 
of any Creature, would ſuch have had Right or 
Power, to have conſtituted or appointed ſuch 
a Thing, only Go p, who had Wiſdom to con- 
trive, had Authority and Goodneſs to make 


ſuch a Conſtitution. Who but He, who is the 


Dealing with his Creature? admitting a Surety 


ſupream Lord and Ruler, could any way re- 
lax his firſt Law? or change the Method of 
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2 Ranſome for him? None but Go p, the 


, 4 
A 


** ſupreme Ruler, could do this, and ſo make Way 


for the Goſpel, which therefore muſt be of Him. 


hriſt, with the Father, and the Spirit, is the 
Author of the Goſpel; therefore is it well 
Fcall'd his. | 


_ 


22. TRE Plot and Deſign of it was laid not only 

y bim, but in him. By him as God, and in him 
aas God-Man and Mediator. Whence he is ſaid 
to be given for a Covenant of the People. Himſelf I. xlii.s. 
Fas the Sum and Subſtance of the Covenant, and — xlix. 8. 
Ground of it. Iwill make with you an everlaſting lv. ;. 
Covenant, even the ſure Mercies of David. By 
David, is meant Chriſt of the Seed of David. 

The Purpoſes of Grace from Eternity were laid 


in him: Who hath ſaved us, and called mz with an 2 Tim. ĩ g. 


holy Calling, not according to our Works, but ac- 
2 cording to his own Purpoſe and Gruce which was 
2 given us, in Chriſt Feſus, before the World began. 
The Promiſes of Grace are all made in Chrift. 
All the Promiſes of Go p, in him are Yea, and in 2 Cor. i. 
bim Amen. Where is ſignify'd, not only the 20. 
Truth and Sureneſs of the Promiſes, but the 
Way and Ground of them, they are in him, i. e. 
in (briſt. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord 
7 Feſws Chriſt, (laith the Apoſtle) who hath bleſſed 
u with all ſpiritual Bleſſings in Chriſt, according 
s be hath choſen us in him, before the Foundation of 
tbe World. Chriſt is not indeed the Cauſe of 
Election, but it is in him that any are choſen ; 
and as is the eternal Choice, ſo are all ſpiritual 
Bleſſings, the Fruits thereof, in bim too; that 
> firſt Chuſing is the Ground and Rule of all after 
Steps and Proceedings; as that was in Chriſt, ſo 
is all the Grace, and Proviſions, and Declara- 
tions of the Goſpel, all in bim; for ſo only ”y 

| ag 
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the Proceedings of Go p for Man's Recovery, 
made feaſible and conſiſtent, ſtanding with his 
Honour and our Safety; ſo it is that Mercy and 
Truth meet tegetber, and Righteouſneſs and Peace 
Eiß each other. He, who is God-Man, is fit co 
be a middle Perſon between the offended Deity 


and Man the Offender, to make up the Breach, | 


and' bring about Salvation ; not only without 


Detriment to the Rights of Gop and of his Go- 


Gen. iii. 
15. 


Coloſ. i. 
26. 


ſign of it was laid in him. 


vernment ; bur to the exceeding Advancement 
of his Glory. There could have been no Go- 
ſpel therefore, no ſuch glad Tidings of Peace and 
Reconciliation between Go p and Men, were 
there not ſuch an One, in whom the Project is 
laid; which is a good Account why the Goſpel 
is term'd the Goſpel of Chriſt, the Plot and De- 


we 


3. In may be call d the Geſpel of Chrif, ar re fof 


and chief Preacher and Publiſher thereof, with higheſt 
Authority and Commiſſion from the Father. The Go- 
ſpel may be taken either more largely, or ſtrict- 


ly. and ſpecially : Largely ſpeaking, it was in- 
deed from the Beginning; I mean, preſently 


upon the Fall. Go p himſelf preach'd it to 
our firſt Parents, and no Peace, Comfort, or 
Salvation could ever have been without it. But 
the firſt Diſcoveries of it were very obſcure, as 
in that Promiſe, The Seed of the Woman, ſhall 


| break the Serpent's Head. Some more Light was 


gradually let out, in Types and Figures, and 


many Adumbrations; the Ceremonial Law, 


was a Shadow of Things to come. But few com- 
paratively, thro' their own Blindneſs, and the 
Obſcurity of the Medium, could ſee to the End 


of thoſe Things. But when Chriſt came, The 


Myſtery hid from Ages and Generations, was then 
openly 
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openly reveal'd, God, who at | ſundry Times, and Heb. i. a. 
in divers Manners, ſpake in Time paſt unto the Fa- 

thers by the Prophets, hath in theſe laſt Days ſpoken 

unto us by his Son, viz. more plainly, clearly and 

fully than before; on which Account, Diſregard 

to the Goſpel, taken in this ſpecial and eminent 

Senſe, is repreſented as highly dangerous. If rhe Heb. ii. 2, 
Mord ſpoken by Angels, (that is, the Law given by 3: 

the Diſpoſition of Angels,) were ftedfaſt, and eve- 8 
ry Tranſgreſſion and Diſobedience received a juſt Re- 53. 4 
compence of Reward ; how ſhall we eſcape if we ne- 

glect ſo great Salvation? (that is, the Goſpel) 

which at the firſt began to be ſpoken by the Lord. 

The Goſpel-Day dawn'd, as it were, in the 
Preaching of Jobn the Baptiſt, whoſe Miniſtry 
therefore was in a Senſe call'd, The Beginning of Mark i. 1. 


* 


the Goſpel of Feſus Cbriſt, the Son of God. As 


Day-break we ſometimes call Day, tho' the 
Sun be not yet above the Horizon ; but 
properly it did not commence till Chriſt the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs aroſe, and by his Preach- 
ing ſent forth his bright Beams to cnlighten the 
World: The Times before were rather Times of 
Darknefs; or like the Night- ſeaſon, which 
hath only the leſſer Lights of Moon and Stars; 
in Chriſt's Perſonal Miniſtry began the clear 
Goſpel-Day. The Law came by Moſes, but Grace john i.17, 
and Truth by Feſws Chriſt : The moſt eminent 18. 
Diſcovery and Offer of Grace, that is, the 
Subſtance and Truth of all thoſe Shadows and 
Prefigurations of Things that had been under 
the old Diſpenſation. Ny Aan hath ſeen God 
at any Time, the only begotten Son, which is in the 
Boſom of the Father, he hath declared him. He 
has both in his Perfon and Teaching given the 
beſt and moſt ſutable Diſcovery of Him, and 
of his Grace and Goodneſs to poor lapſed _ 
| us 


| 
. 
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Thus then the Goſpel is the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
as the firſt and chief Publiſher of it to the 
World, as well as the Author and Foundation 
of it. Other Miniſters are Servants in his Houſe, 
who have all their Doctrine and Authority from 
him; in which Senſe, wiz. as Stewards of. the 
Myſteries of God, the Word and Goſpel are call'd, 
Rom. ii. their Word, and their Goſpel. God ſhall judge 
16. the Secrets of Men by Feſus Chriſt, according to my 
—xvi.25. Goſpel, ſaith St. Paul. And again, To him that 
zs of Power to eſtabliſh you, according to my Goſpel, 
and the Preaching of Feſus Chriſt, according to the 
Revelation of the Myſtery which was kept ſecret ſince 
the World began. My Goſpel, agreeable to the 
Preaching of Jeſus Chriſt, and grounded on it, 
He being the Revealer, and the firſt and moſt 
authoritative Publiſher of it; other Publiſhers 
were ſent out by him, and receiv'd their In- 
1 Cor. ix. ſtructions from him: A Diſpenſation of the Go- 
* ſpel is committed to me, ſaid the chief of the 
Apoſtles. And elſewhere, The Goſpel which was 
preached by me, 1s not after Man, for I neither re- 
ceived it of Man, neither was I taught it but by the 
Revelation of Feſws Christ. Tis Chriſt's Goſpel 
then, as proceeding from his Authority, and 

firſt publiſh'd by him. Again, | 


4. IT may be call'd the Goſpel of Chrit, as he 

Rom i. 1, & the great Subject and Matter of the Goſpel. Paul, 
3. call'd to be an Apoſtle, ſeparated to the Goſpel 
of God, (ſaith he) concerning his Son Feſus Chriſt 
our Lord. To preach that Goſpel whereof Chriſt 

is the main Argument; whence preaching the 
Goſpel, and preaching Chriſt, are put for the 

2 Cor. iv, fame Thing: We preach not ourſelves, but Chri it 
5+ 6 Feſiu the Lord. For (ſaith he) God, who com- 
manded the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs ,hath ſhined 

| in 
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iſt, in our Hearts, to give, (or that we ſhould give) the Tor n. 


the light 7 the Knowledge of the Glory of God, in the Face |” 2 
ion of eſws Chriſt, that we ſhould communicate and 
iſe, ® ſpread the Knowledge of Gop in Chriſt : This 
OM is the Buſineſs of the Goſpel Miniſtry. I deter- 1 Cor. ii. 
the mined to know nothing among you, (ſaith the ſame *: 
rd, Apoſtle) ſawe Feſws Cbriſt, and him crucified. 
dee Among you Corinthians, rich and learned, and 
my polite as you are, or think yourſelves, the moſt 
hat of any among the Gentiles, counting others bar- 
el, barous, yet the main Subject of my Study and 
the Preaching among you, ſhall be 4 crucified Feſws, 
ce That People may know bim, and the Power of Phil. ili. 
the his Reſurrection, and Fellowſhip of bi Sufferings, * 
it, being made conformable unto his Death, viz, Dy- 
oft ing unto Sin, as he died for it. This was that 
ers Knowledge which St. Paul was moſt deſirous of 
In- himſelf, and ſtudious to ſpread and propagate 
60 - among others. I count all Things but Loſs (ſaith 
the he) for the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt 
vas Teſus my Lord, for whom I have ſuffered the Loſs 
re- of all Things, and count them but Dung, that 1 
the may win Chrift, and be found in bim, not having 
pel my own Righteouſneſs which is of the Law, but that 
nd which is thro' the Faith of Chrift, the Righteouſ- 
neſs which x of God by Faith, After which, fol- 

low the Words before ciced, That I may know 
T © bim, &c. Chriſt fills, atramque paginam, both 
al, Pages of the Book of God ; the 014 Teſtament 
(pel held forth Chriſt ro come, the New as come : 
riſt In the 014 was Chriſt under a Vail, in the New 
iſt | openly manifeſted and revealed: His miracu- 
he lous Conception and Birth ; his innocent and 
he ſpotleſs, uſeful and beneficial Life; his bring- 
7 ing in perfect Righteouſneſs, going about doing 
m- Good to the Bodies, and eſpecially to the Souls 
ied of Men; his pure and holy Doctrine and Pre- 
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cepts; his meritorious Sufferings and Death, 
Re ſurrection and Aſcenſion, and Sitting at the 
Right Hand of Gop, ſending down the Spirit; 
All that concerns his Perſon and Offices, the 
glorious Benefits that we have by him, with 
the Means and Way of becoming Partakers of 
thoſe Benefits; all theſe have we in the Goſpel. 
We are built upon the Foundation of the A poſtles 
and Prophets, Feſus Chrift himſelf being the chief 
Corner- ſtone: That wherein they both meet and 
center, and by which they are united and knit 
together, and upheld. In a Word, Chriſt is 
the Marrow and Subſtance, the chief and main 
Thing in the Goſpel ; the Pearl of Price, which 
it brings, and which inriches all who by Faith 
receive him, and get Intereſt in him. Which 
is a good Account, why the Goſpel may be 
calbd the Goſpel of Chriſt, viz. As He is the 
chief Matter and Subject of the Goſpel. Where- 
to may be added, 


F. Ir is the Goſpel of Christ, finally, as He « 
the End of it. The End of the Goſpel, is either 
immediate, or ultimate; and Chriſt is reſpected 
both Ways. 


1. THE immediate Aim and End of the Go- 
ſpel 1 to call Sinners unto Christ, to unite them 
by Faith to him, and build them up, and at laſt 
bring them to eternal Happineſs in and by him. 
This is the End of the Goſpel written; Theſe 
are written that you might believe that Feſus i the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing, ye might 
have Life thro' his Name. And likewiſe of the 
Goſpel preach'd ; Thro' this Man (viz. Chriſt) 
1 preached unto you Forgiveneſs of Sins; and by bim 
all that believe are juſtified from all Things from 
which we could not be juſtified by the Law of 7 
8 2 Wnen 
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When he himſelf was preaching this Goſpel to 
a great Audience, what does he drive at, but 
bringing Sinners to him. In tbe lat Day, that John vii. 
great Day of the Featt,Feſws ſtood and cried, ſaying , 37- 
If any Man thir#t, let him come unto me and drink. 
Whoever is ſenſible of his ſpiritual Wants, and 
pain'd and diſtreſsd under them, and earneſtly 
deſirous of Supply and Relief, let him believe 
in me, and he ſhall be reſreſh'd and ſatisfy d 
with my Grace and Spirit. The Goſpel is not 
only to reveal Chriſt, and ſhew Who, and 
What He is, how able, how ſutable, and every 
Way ſutlicient a Saviour; ſo He is the Matter 
of the Goſpel: Buc it is alſo to invite and call 
Sinners to him, and be che Inſtrument in the 
Hand of his Spirit to work Faith in the Heart, 
and bring to a Compliance with the Goſpel Of- 
fer, and make poor Souls ettectual Partakers of 
the Grace and Benefits of it, that's its End. *Tis 
the Rod of Chriſt's Strength, by which he ſubdues PG! cx. 
Souls unto himſclf,and makes them ing in the, 3: 
Day of. his Tower ; and the Means of matntain- 
ing Grace when wrought, and improving and 
increaſing of it, and actuating holy Habits ; 
which is calld, building up in Chriſt, and 
walking in him: The Goſpel is to call and to 
help to this. An ye have received Chrift Jeſus Colo. ii. 
the Lord, ſo walk ye in him, laith the Apoſtle. 6 7. 
Live in the Exerciſe of Faith and all Chriſtian 
Graces and Duties; walking, as far as may be, 
as Chriſt himſelf walked ; bo left us an Exam- 
ple, that we ſhould follow bis Steps: And keep firm 
your Standing; Rocted and built up in bim, and 
Jlabliſh'd in the Faith, as ye have been taught, 
ix. by the Goſpel ; this teaches and helps 
(the Power of Chriſt co-operating) to per- 
{vere in Holineſs, even til Chriſtians come 

| C3 0 


The HAPPBINESS of 


1% 13, 


Eph. iv. 


to the End of their Faith, the Salvation of 


their Souls. Thus then, tis the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, as tis his Inſtrument and Means for 
Calling Perſons to him, directing and guiding 
them in their Walk with him, and ſtabliſhing 


and building them up in him, till they come at 


laſt to eternal Happineſs in him. That's the 
immediate End of the Goſpel, and the Mini- 
ſtry of it. He gave Paſtors and Teacbers, for per- 


fecting, or ſetting in Joynt, the Saints, till we all 


come in the Unity of the Faith, and of the Know- 


| ledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect Man, unto 


the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Cbri ft. 
*Tis finally Chriſt's Goſpel, then, as the im- 
mediate End of it is to call Sinners to Chriſt, 


and bring Believers to eternal Happineſs in 
him. And, 


2. *T1s, finally, his Goſpel likewiſe, as the high- 
eff and ultimate End of it u the Glory of God in 
Cbriſt. The Glory of Go p, muſt be the End 
of all the Works of God ; and it is ſo eſpecially 
of this Work of Redemption and Salvation by 
Chriſt, and of all the Declarations of it, and 
Means of effecting and bringing it about. The 


higheſt Glory that Gop and Chriſt have, is 


by the Goſpel, which was therefore contriv'd 


and given forth to illuſtrate and magnify the 


Perfections aud Attributes of Gop, which ap- 


pear brighter here than in the Work of Creati- 


on; divine Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, Good- 
neſs and Mercy, yea, and Juſtice and Truth al- 


1o, are manifeſted by the Goſpel, more than 


any other Way; and therefore GoD and Chriſt 
by this more glorify'd. Herein is eminently 


diſplay'd Gop's Hatred of Sin, his punitive Ju- 
flice in his Son's being made a Sacrifice for it 


"ny 


* 
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of and Riches, of Grace, and Mercy for them 

of that believe. Well may chat be call'd the Go- 

or ſpel of Chriſt, the great and ultimate Intend- 

g ment whereof, is the Exaltz:ion of the Glory of 

1g Godin Chriſt, Therein, as in a Glaß, now, be- 

at holding the Glory of the Lord, we are changed into 

he the ſame Image, from Glory to Glory, by the Spirit 

li- of the Lord. Chriſt is now honour'd in this glo- 

r- rious Change, that thro the Goſpel is wrought 

all on Souls by his Spirit; but moſt of all here- 
2 after will He come to be glorify d in bu Saints, 2 Theſſ. 
to and admir d in them that believe. The glorious i. 10. 
. Work and Effects of the Goſpel upon them, will 

n- be ſo many ſtanding Monuments to his Praiſe. 

it, Wherefore (ſaith the Apoſtle there to the Theſ- Verſe 17, 
in i fſalonians) we pray for you always, That our © 


God would count you worthy of this Calling, 


and fulfill all the Good-pleaſure of his Goodneſs, and 
h- . the Work of Faith with Power, that the Name 
in of our Lord Feſus Chrift may be plorify d in 
nd you, and ye in him, according to the Grace of our 
ly God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, The Glory of 
by Chriſt, and the Salvation of Saints, are wrap'd 
nd together, in the Goſpel; and we according to 
he it, look immediately to the latter ; yet the ul- | 
is timate Aim, muſt be at the former; that 
d Chriſt, with the Father and Spirit, may in all 
he Things be glorify'd: And thus is the Goſpel, 
p- Chriſt's Goſpel ; finally deſign'd for the Glory of 
ti- Chriſt in the Salvation of Believers. And 
d- once more, 
al- | | 
an 6. Ir may be term'd, the Goſpel of Chrift, as He 
1ſt u the Diſpoſer and Orderer of its « Motions or Stay 
ly bere or there, with thw or that People, as He pleaſeth. 
u- At firſt it was more reſtrain'd. When Chriſt 


ic, ſent forth his Apoſtles, He commanded them, 
nd RSS ſaying, 


' 


th 
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Matth. x. 
5. 


Accs xiii. 
46. | 


Rev, 1. 
16. 


Ads xvi. 
6. 


—xix. lo. 


ſaying, Go not into the Way of the Gentiles, and 
into any City of the Samaritans enter ye not: but 


go rather to the loſt Sheep of the Houſe of Iirael. 


They, as GoD's ancient People, who pretended 
at leaſt, to be hoping and waiting for the King- 
dom of the e Meſſiah, were to have the firſt Of- 
fer. But afcerwards the Pale was enlarg'd, and 
the Partition-Wall berween Fews and Gentiles 
broken down. Ir was neceſſary (ſaid St. Paul) 
that the Word of God ſhouid firſt bave been (poken 


unto you: but ſeeing ye put it from you, and judge 


yourſelves unworthy of eternal Life; Lo, we turn to 


the Gentiles, for ſo bath the Lord commanded us. 
He that requir'd the Word to be firſt preach'd 
to the Fews, (on which it became neceſſary it 
ſhould be fo) the ſame commanded, on their re- 
jecting of it, that it ſhould be preach'd to the Gen- 
tiles. After the Reſurrection of Chriſt, the Com- 
miſſion was general, allowing and requiring, as 
far as Opportunity could be had, that the Goſpel 


be preach'd to every human Creature. But yet 


theſe Opportunities and Calls for it, are under 
the Direction and Diſpoſal of Providence. The 
actual Enjoyment of the Goſpel is not univer- 
lal, but as Chriſt is pleas'd to fend it. "Tis not 
from the Deſervings of any, more than others, 
that they have it. Tho' where tis beſtow'd, 
tis not taken away again without their For- 
feiture, and Undeſervings. Chriſt holds the 
Stars (that is, his eMiniſters) in his right Hand, 
not only for their Safety and Preſervation, but 
alſo for their Diſpoſal and Miſſion. He ſends 


out and places theſe Lights, as He pleaſes. 


When St. Paul and his Companions had gone 
throughout Phrygia and Galatia, and were forbid- 
den of the Holy Ghoit to preach the Word in Aſia, 
(viz, at that Time, for afterwards they did) 

| 18 after 
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ofter they were come to Myſia, they efſayed to 85 


into Bithynia, but the Spirit ſuffer d them not. The 
Journeyings as well as Teachings of Chrift's 


Apoſtles, were under the Direction of his Spi- 


rit, Paſſing by Myſia, they came to Troas, and 
there St. Paul in 4 Viſion is invited by one of Mace- 
donia, to come thither, and help them, as accord- 
ingly he did, gathering that the Lord had called 
them to preach the Goſpel there. Tis true, that 
Way and Inftance of Direction was extraordi- 
nary ; but we fee by it, a Providence there is, 
in the Diſpoſal of the Goſpel, it does not go 
and come by Chance; that chis or that Nati- 
on hath it, and another not, is by Chriſt's Diſ- 


poſal. Children of the Stock of Abraham, whoe- ag, xiii. 


ver among you feareth God, to you (ſaid Paul) is the 26. 


Word of Salvation ſent: The Goſpel moves 
not at Random, or by the mere human Will 
and Pleaſure of the Diſpenſers of it, but by the 
Guidance and Direction of the Great Lord 
and Maſter. He ſer up thoſe Lights in the once 
famous Churches of Aſia; but upon Miſcarriage 
and Unprofitableneſs under them, He threaten'd 
to remove them. So in the Caſe of Epheſws, for 
loſing their firit Love, He told them, unleß they 
repented, and did their fit Works, he would come 
unto them quickly, and remove their Candleſtick out 
of his Place. i. e. remove the Goſpel from chem 
and make them no Church ; as was done to 
them afterward. The Goſpel then moſt fitly 


and rightfully, is term'd Chriſt's Goſpel, who 


has the Diſpoſal and Ordering of the Motions 
of it. And thus of the ſecond Enquiry, he 
is the Goſpel term d the Goſpel of Chriſt ? He, as 
God, with the Father and Spirit, is the Au— 
thor of it ; and as God-Man and Mediator, the 
Plot and Deſign thereof was laid in him: Fa 
[ 


Rev. ii. 5. 


| - 
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firſt preach'd and publiſh'd it to the World; all 
other Preachers and Publiſhers of it, are ſent 
out by him; yea, He is the chief Subject and 
Matter of the Goſpel, all the Lines thereof 
meet and center in him; and 'tis his, finally, 
as the End of it 1s his and the Father's Glory, 
which by the Goſpel is moſt manifeſted and ex- 
alted, and his likewiſe as the Diſpoſer and Or- 
derer of the Motions of it. He, who orders the 
Amos iv. Clouds, and commands them to rain on this or 
7, - that Land, and not on another ; He diſpoſes 
and governs the heavenly Dews of his Word, 
making them to drop down and water one 
Country, while others remain as a dry and 
parch'd Wilderneſs, without any ſuch Refreſh- 
ing. Proceed we now, to the 
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Q. III. WRE N does the e Miniſtry of the Jo- b | 
ſpel, come to a People in the Fulneſs of the Bleſ- 
(mg thereof? 


BEFORE the Anſwer unto this; it muſt be ( 
obſerv'd, That a Diſtinction is here imply'd be- 20 
tween the Goſpel materially and in itſelf con- 
ſider'd; and the Bleſſing of that Goſpel: And 
that it is ſuppos'd, that one of theſe may be 
without, or with but little and low Meaſures, 
and ſometimes with a Fulneſs of the other. 
THESE Romans, to whom the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, had the Goſpel among them; and that 
accompany'd with ſome good Degrees of the 
Blefling ; for he thanks Gop, thro' Jeſus Chriſt, t 
Rom. i. 8. for them all, That their Faith was ſpoken of 7 
throughout the whole World, And he faith, He 
was perſuaded of them, that they were full of all 
"Goodneſs, filled with all Knowl'dge ; i. e. that , 
they had conliderable Attainments therein, ſo 
as 
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tt. th. 


As to be able to admoniſh one another. But yet, 


notwithſtanding this, he tells them in the Be- 
ginning of the Epiſtle, that he long'd to ſee 
them, that he might impart to them ſome /pi- Rom. i. 
ritual Gift, to the End that they might be eſtabliſb- 11. 
ed. And he writes to them this Epiſtle, to edi- 
fy and build them up more in Knowledge and 
Holineſs ; and when he ſhould come to them, 
as he hoped he ſhould ſnhortly, his Coming, he 
ſaich, would be in the Fulneß of the Bleſſing of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt : Ut benedictione Dei impleam, laith Oecum. 
one, That I may fill you with the Bleſſing of God. 
I ſhall come in abundantia bonorum ſpiritualium, Lyran. 
ſaith another, in the Abundance of rial good 
Things. For | 

eAnſwer to the Queſtion then, THE Mini- 
ſtry of che Goſpel, may be ſaid to come ia rhe 
Fulneß of the Bleſſing thereof, when theſe Parti- 
culars concur, viz. When 


1. THE good and holy Aims and Intendments 
of the Goſpel obtain, and bade Place in, and with 
4 People. 5 


2. Tyar ſyiritual Good à carry d to a conſide- 
rable Height among them. And, | 


3. WHEN ths « extenſive, and reaches many, 
the Generality, at leaſt, in a Place or Congrega- 
tion. of 

TursE Things meeting, the Miniſtry of 
the Goſpel may be ſaid, then and there, to come 
in the Fulneß of the Bleſſing of it. 


1. WHEN the good and boly eAims and Intend- 
ments of the Goſpel abtain, and have Place in, and 
with a People. ES LN 1 * 
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Cor iii. 
7. 


4 primary Buſineſs of the Goſpel. Said Chriſt to 


Tris may be taken either, as to the Graces 
and Duties, or the Privileges and Benefits of the 


Goſpel. 


(I.) As tothe Graces and Duties of the Goſpel : 
When it comes to a People, not in Word only, 
but in Power, ſo as that, the Spirit of Chriſt 
accompanying, it avails and is effectual to its 
holy Purpoſes, in the Hearts and Lives of thoſe 
that hear it. This is included in a Miniſtry's 
Coming in the — of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt. The Goſpel has not its Effect mere- 
y from its Matter, and the external Diſcovery 
and Propoſal of it; but as invigorated and 
made operative by Chriſt and his Spirit. Alas! 
how many hear the Goſpel from Day to Day, 
and yet are never the better for it ! The Light 
enters not into their dark and prejudic'd Minds, 


nor the Love of the Truth into their perverſe 


and diſaffected Hearts. The beſt Preacher, 
without divine Influence accompanying, can 
do no Good. Whos Paul, and who is Apollos, 
(ſaith the Apoſtle) but «Miniſters by whom ye he- 

lieved, even as the Lord gave to every Man? Paul 


and Apollos preaching the Goſpel, were Means 


and Inſtruments, but it was the LORD gave 


Faith thereby. Without the Spirit, the Goſpel 
and Word of Life itſelf, is but à dead Letter. 
Miniſters can do Nothing of themſelves, with- 
out the Power of Chriſt going with them; now 
when there's this, to thoſe good Ends and 
Effects which the Goſpel aims at, there are 
Steps towards this Fulneſs of the Bleſſing of the 


Goſpel. As, 


[. J ILLUMINATION and Conviction, are 


Paul, 


— 
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wo 


Paul, when he was ſending him out to preach 
it, I {end thee to open their Eyes, and to turn them Adts xxvi. 


from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Sa- 17, 18. 


tan unto God. A State of Nature is a State of 
woful Blindneſs and Ignorance. We have 
therein no right Knowledge of GoD, or of 
ourſelves ; we ſee not our Sin, and Miſery by 
Sin, as we ſhould; and much leſs the Remedy, 


_ Chriſt, and his Righteouſneſs and Spirit. The 


Work of the Goſpel is to teach and to ſhew us 
this, to diſpel that Darkneſs, and bring us into 
the Light; or rather co bring Light into us, to 


make us knowing and underſtanding in the 


true State of our Caſe, and the Way of our Re- 


covery out of it. Ye were ſometimes Darkneſs, Eph. v. 8. 
ſaith the Apoſtle, (viz. before the Goſpel came, 


or had any good Effect upon them) but now are 


ye Light in the Lord. The Scales of Ignorance 


are fallen off from your Eyes, and a true Sight 
of Things belonging to your everlaſting Peace 


and Happineſs is given; ſo that it may be ſaid 
to you, as Chriſt ſaid ro his Diſciples, Bleſſed Matth. 


are your Eyes, for they ſee ; when others are ſtill xiii. 


in Blindneſs, the Goſpel has been as Eye- ſalve 
to you, that hath healed you. This is the Be- 
ginning of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
As in the firſt Creation, after the Chaos, Light 


was made; ſo is it in this ſecond and new one. 


And O how pleaſant and excellent a Thing is 
this! As the Light of the Sun, and the Sight of 
the Eyes, in the natural World; ſo are Chriſt, 


and his Goſpel, and the Light of Grace, to a ſav- 


ingly inlighren'd Mind, in the ſpiritual World, 
Thi is Life eternal, ſaith our Saviour, to know John xvii. 
T vee, the only true God, and Feſus Chrift, whom 3. 
Thou ha#t ſent : This is the Beginning of it, 
what tends to it, and will be perfected in it, 
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Ifa. Ivii. 
15. 


This, then, is one primary Buſineſs of the Go- 
ſpel, and Beginning of the Bleſſing of it, ſav- 
ing Hamination and Convid ion. And with it, 
and ariſing from it, 


[2.] CoxnTRITION and Humiliation, Self- 
abaſement in the Sight and Senſe of our Vile- 
neſs, by Reaſon of original, and contractedGuilt, 


and Defilement. This is Part of the Bleſſing of 
the Goſpel. There is an Humbling indeed, that's 
only the Work of the Law, a forc'd bowing 


down of the Soul under Guilt and Terrors, no 
otherwiſe good, but as it may lead to what is 
evangelical, which is a willing, choſen Thing ; 
the Soul thro' Grace humbles itſelf, is not mere- 
ly humbled, it is active in laying itſelf low 
before GoD; it is vile in its own Eyes, bluſhes 


to look up to Heaven, only cries, as the poor | 


Publican, God be merciful to me a Sinner. This is 
that ſpiritual Poverty, which our Saviour com- 
mends, and puts the firſt of the Beatitudes, as 
leading to the reſt. To this, are the Promiſes 


of Favour and Comfort; of God's ſpecial in- 


dwelling Preſence now, and of the Kingdom at 
laſt. Thas ſaith the high and lofty One, that inhabi- 
teth Eternity, whoſe Name is holy, I dwell in the high 
and holy Place, with him alſo, that is of a contrite 
and of an humble Spirit, to revive the Spirit of the 
Humble, and to revive the Heart of the contrite Ones ; 


'Theſe Gop will guide and teach, and bring at 
laſt unto Glory. That's another Thing then, 


the Purpoſe of the Goſpel is to humble, as well 
as enlighten ; and where it comes with a Bleſ- 
ſing, it is made effectual, to bow the Will, and 
ſofren the Heart, to lay a Perſon low before 
Gon, in the Senſe of his Diſtance and Vileneſs, 
his Unfitneſs in himſelf to have to do with 


him, 
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him, or to approach unto him. And farther, 


3+ ANOTHER Purpoſe and Aim of the Ge- 
ſpel, and a great and moſt ſpecial one, is, to work 
Faith in the Redeemer; To this, the Diſcoveries 
and Commands, the Exhortations and Pleadings 
of it look, to bring Perſons unto Chriſt, and 
unite them by Faitk to him. Theſe are writ- p 


ten that ye might believe, that Feſus is the Chrift, 
the Son of God : and that believing, ye might have 
Life thro' his Name. This is the End, both of the 
Word written and preach 'd; Faith comes by Hear- 
ing, and Hearing by the Word of God ; by the Go- 
ſpel, that is preach'd and publiſh'd by thoſe 
who are ſent to that Purpoſe. In whom ye truſt- Eph. i 
ed (i. e. in Chriſt) after that ye beard the Word of 13. 
Truth, the Goſpel of Salvation. This Word is 
both the Inſtrument for working Faith, and what 
reveals the Matter and Object of it, The full 
and complete Object is the whole Revelation 
of GoD ; the main and principal, are the Pro- 
miſes of Pardon and Life thro Chriſt ; thro' the 
* Word and Promiſes of it, we believe in Chriſt 

t for Salvation. Faith is call'd, Coming to bim, Re- 

= ceiving of him,and Truſting in him. Tis ſometimes 

5 ſpoken of with relation to the ultimate Object, 

te GoD, and call'd, Believing bim, and Believing in, or, 


n 1 mn 1 ha 1 Ws '?) eee Ts 


e on him; and ſometimes with reference to the 

: immediate Object, CxrIsT h are together 

cc in thoſe Words of our Saviour, to his troubled 
* Diſciples, Ye believe in God, believe alſo in me. John xiv. 
ll You know and truſt in the divine Perfections; 1. f 
l but that your Faith may be truly comfortable 

d and ſaving, look on GoD in and tbro me. 


Ee Agreeable is that of St. Perer : ſpeaking of Chriſt, 

5, faith he, Who was manifeſt in theſe laft Times 1 Per. i. 

h for you, who by bim do believe in God, that * 20, 21. 
A | bim 
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bins up from the Dead, and gave him Glory, that 


11 


jour Faith and Hope might be in God. In Gop 
ultimately; and in Chriſt, the Way unto the 


Father. This Faith is that of which ſo much 


is ſpoken every where in Scripture, call d fj 


Gal. iii. 2, 


cially and eminently, The Work of God. When 
the Jews enquir'd of Chriſt, What they ſhould do 
to work the Works of God? Thu, (aid he, is the 
Work of God, that ye believe on him whom He hath 
ſent : On himſelf, that is, the true Meſſiah. This 
is the Work Gop ſpecially requires, and is 

leas d with: Receiving his Son, reſigning to 
bim, and putting ourſelves under his Teach- 


ing and Conduct. And where the Goſpel comes 
with a Bleſſing, this it effects; it works Faith, 


which, uniting to Chriſt, is the Beginning 


and Principle of a new and divine Life. This 4 
ſome take to be the leading Grace, which 


uſhers in all others, or which, in itſelf, is all 
virtually. Received ye the Spirit (ſaith the Apo- 
ſtle) 3. e. the Gifts and Graces of the Spirit, by 
the Works of the Law? no; that could not be 


the Means thereof, but the Hearing of Faith. By 


hearing and helieving the Goſpel, and receiv- 


ing Chriſt therein, his Spirit, and the Graces 


2 Pet. i. i. 


thereoſ, come to be in you. O ineſtimable 
Bleſſing of the Goſpel ! Well is this ſtyl'd, Pre- 


cious Faith 3 precious in its Nature, and in its 


Uſe and Benefir This, ſaith One, is the pun- 
dum ſaliens in the New Creature, the firſt 
quickening of it, and which hath virtually all 
Graces in it; out of this all ſprings, and this 
actuates all. Works before, or without Faith, 
are dead Works ; true and acceptable Obedience 


i. is ſtyl'd, The Obedience of Faith ; ariſing from it, 


as the Principle, as well as direted by the 
Word as the Rule of Faith: yea, this is not 
5 | only 
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only the great working, but the waiting and 
the combating Grace; that which bears up the 
Soul in Expectation of heavenly Glory and 
5e Happineſs ; and helps to conflict with, and 

& wichſtand all the Enemies of Salvation, even 
till a complete Victory over them be obtain'd. 
This is the Victory that overcometh the World, ſaith 1 John v. 
St. Fohn, even your Faith. This, thro' Chriſt, is 4- 
the Means of it. Faith conquers both the World 
itſelf, and Satan the God of it. Time would 
fail to ſet forth fully the Excellencies of this 
Grace, and its Uſes, in the Chriſtian Life; one 
and a chief Particular it is in the Deſign of the 
HGoſpel, and which it works, where it comes 
S with a Blefling. And, | 


Z {[4.] REPENTANCE alſo is another. By men- 
2 tioning of which after Faith, tis not my Mean- 
ing to determine about the Order of theſe 
Things, only that they are of main Intend- 
ment in the Goſpel, and Parts of the Blefling 
of it. In Time, the Principle and Habits of 
Grace may be together, all included in that 
holy Change that paſſes upon the Soul in Re- 
generation and firſt Converſion. And as to the 
act ing and putting forth of thoſe Principles and 
Graces, tis hard to ſay which is firſt, Fairh 
or Repentance,, they ſeeming to be imply'd 
one in the other. For, What is Faith, but the 
Flight of a convinc'd, humbled Sinner unto 
Chriſt 2 where Repentance ſeems ſuppoſed and 
included. And, What is Repentance, but an 
ingenuous Sorrow for Sin, and turning from it 
unto God, ariſing from a Senſe of the Evil there- 
of, and Love to Gop, with Hope in his Mer- 
cy thro' a Mediator? Where no ſuch Love and 
Hope is, there can be no ingenuous Grief 1 
2 wi 


<, 
. * 
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will be no abandoning Sin, at leaſt not from 
any good Principle, nor right turning unto 
GOD. A deſpairing, hopeleſs Soul, will be 
bound up in Hardneſs and Impenitency, and 
ſooner fly from Go o, were that poflible, or 
ö fly out in Rage againſt him; than touch'd with 
| | Love, or affected with ingenuous Shame and 
| Sorrow for Sin, come to him; here is the Heart 
| of Stone, not the Heart of Pleſk. Theſe Things 
therefore ſeem im - fo, as was ſaid, one in an- 
other; a Sort of legal Repentance, or Sorrow 
for Sin merely on ſelfiſh Accounts, as it ſubjects 
to Evils and Sufferings here, and for ever. This 
may be before Faith, from the Work of the 
Law alone, inforc'd and ſet home upon the 
Conſcience, by the Spirit of GoD ; but evan- | 
gelical Repentence, that which is a true and ſa- 
ving Grace, is not altogether without Faith, but 
mixt with it, and ſpringing out of it. As to the 
Matter in hand, therefore, we need not be ſol- 
licitous about the Order, provided we look to 
the Being and Truth of the Thing, that this 
Grace of Gop be in us. One is, indeed, often 
mention'd before the other, wiz. Repentance be- 
fore Faith, poſſibly as that may firſt and moſt 
obſervably manifeft and ſhew forth itſelf in out- 
ward Expreſſions and Effects. But one is not 
- utterly without the other, radically they are 
together, in one and the ſame ſanctify d and 
renew'd Soul. And in their Actings too there 
is a Kind of a Mixture of one with the other, 
or at leaſt they go Hand in Hand ; and then does 
the Goſpel come with 4 Bleſſing, when it is ef- 
Mark i. fectual hereunto. The Kingdom of God, (that is, 
15, the Goſpel State and Diſpenſation,) is at hand, 
ſaid Chriſt, repent ye and believe the Goſpel. And 
St. Paul, appealing to the Epbeſine Elders * 
is 
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7 c 
his Diligence and Faichfulneſs among them, Ye Acts x8. 
know, ſays he, how I kept back Nothing that was *" 
profitable unto you, teſtifying both to the Jews, and 
alſo to the Greeks, Repentance towards God, 
Faith towards our Lord Feſu Chrift. Theſe two 
he makes the Sum, or main Points; at Faſt, of 
his Preaching. Then hath God to the Gentiles alſo Ads xi. 
granted Repemtance unto Life; (aid the Jes unto 8. 
Peter. We are to take, granted, there, not as 
to the «Means and Call to Repentance only; 
but the Grace and Work of it, his Spirit ope- 
rating with the Goſpel to their Converſi- 
On, as well as of the Fewi. Ripertance ; as 
well as Feirh, is Gop's Gift, betftow'd wich- 
our Diſtinction of Country or Nation. If per- Tia ll. 
adventure God will give them Repentance, ſaith 23. 
the Apoſtle. Tho' Gop hath in the Goſpel 
made Room for it, laid the Grounds of it, and 
does call and invite Men to it, uſing all Man- 
ner of Arguments to induce thereto; yet ſuch 
is the Blindneſs of Mens Minds, and Hardneſs 
of their Hearts, that unlefs He accompany ex- 
ternal Means, wich efficacious, internal In- 
fluence ; unleſs his Spiric work powerfully in, 
and by the Word, all will come to Nothing. 
Now this is the Bleſſing of rhe Goſpel, when 
Gop does ſo work by it, as to produce this 
happy Change, taking away the Heart of Stone, 
and giving an Heart of Fleſh ; ſoft and tender, 
relenting and mourning for Sin, and turning 
from it unto Gon. Something of this was 
rouch'd before; Contrition and Humiliation 
is a Part of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel, an In- 
| gredient of true Repentance, bur this includes 
more, and goes farther ; here is not only 4 Re- 
Morſe for Sin, and Grieving for it, but Aban. 
ering ani Caſting it off. Godly Sorrow worketh 2 Cor. vil. 
; E Repen- 18; 
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Repentance, ſaith the Apoſtle ; the latter is the 
Effect and Fruit of the former: Tis not Sorrow- 


ing after a godly Sort, which does not work Re- 


ntance to Salvation, not to be repented of. World- 
y Sorrow worketh Death; but this godly Sor- 


row, Life and Peace. None ever griev'd for 


ſuch Grief ; tis the Seed of true and everlaſting 
Joy. Here is in this Repentance a Change of 
e Mind and Life, as well as Sorrow and Trouble 


of Spirit; caſting off Sin and the Works of 


Darkneſs, and turningto GoD and his Laws and 
Teſtimonies. Repenting and Turning are ge- 
nerally put together in Scripture, and muſt, 
and will ever be together in a true Penitent. 
Turning from all Sin, as to the Love and al- 
low'd Practice thereof ; and eſpecially from 
the formerly beloved Sin ; mortifying that in 
the firſt place, as that wherein the chief Strength 


of Sin lies, and which moſt eaſily beſets be 


Soul: Tho' the whole Body of Sin, with all the 


Members of it, will be ſtruck at, none ſpar'd 


or favour'd, and GoD's Love, and Fear, and 
Service, is the Term to which this Turning is. 
Where the Goſpel comes with a Bleſſing, this is 
a great and principal Work of it: Unto you firſt, 
ſaid St. Peter to the Fews, God having raiſed up 
bis Son Feſus, ſent him to bleſs you, in turning every 
One of you from hu Iniquities, They are a bleſſid 
People, indeed, who are a converted People ; 
and a main Buſineſs and Deſign of Chriſt in his 
Coming, in Fleſh, and in his Goſpel, is to 


communicate this Bleſſing. The Fews were 
favour'd with the firſt Offer; but they rejecting 


it, and judging themſelves unworthy of eternal Life, 
the fame lender is made to the Gentiles, and 
where the Goſpel comes with Effect, it works 


this Grace ; than which, what more fit, and 


agrecable, 
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agreeable, and pleaſing to Go p, or more pro- 

fitable to the Sinner? I have ſurely beard Ephraim Jer. xxxi. 

bemoaning himſelf thus (ſaid Gop) Thou haſt cha- 8, &c. 

ſtiſed me, and I was chaſtiſed, as a Bullock unac- 

cuſtomed to the Yoke. That's the Temper of a 

yet unbroken, untam'd Sinner ; plunging” and 

ſtruggling under the Hand and Dealings of God; 

but when Grace comes, and ſoftens the Heart, 

and puts upon Crying unto GoD, Turn Thou me, 

and I ſhall be turned ; for Thou art the Lord my God ; 

then all is chang'd to. meek, humble, godly 

Mourning. Surely after that I was turned, I re- 

pented; and after that I was inſtrufed, I [mote 

upon my Thigh ; I was aſhamed, yea, even con- 

founded, becauſe I did bear ths Reproach of my 

Youth, Upon which, ſaich God, I Ephraim 

my dear Son? u he a pleaſant Child? ſince I ſpake 

againſt him, I earneſtly remember him ſtill : There- 

fore my Bowels are troubled for him, I will ſurely 

have e Mercy on him, ſaith tbe Lord. Is Ephraim 

chang'd in his eAfﬀe&#ions' and Behaviour to- 

wards me? ſo ſhall my Diſpenſation and Carri- 

age toward him be chang'd. Does he repent of 

his Sin? J alſo will repent of thoſe Troubles and 

eAfflitions, which I have laid upon him. Happy 

State of Things, where thus it is! Here is that 

promiſed Bleſſing, A new Heart will I give you, Ezek. 

and a new Spirit will I. put within you : and I will Xvi. 26. 

take away the ſtony Heart out of your Fleſh, and I 

will give you an Heart of Fleſh. There's the Root 

and Principle of this Repentance ; and the 

Workings of it follow : Then ſhall you remember 

your own evil Ways, and your Doings tbat were not 

good ; and ſhall loath yourſelves in your own Sight, 

for your Iniquities. Sclt-loathing, and Self-judg- 

ing for Sin; Hatred of it, and Averſion from it, 

and fincere Turning of the Heart to Gos; 
E 1 mov'd 
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mov d thereto by the Turpitude and Vileneſs of 
Sin, as well as the miſchievous Effects and Fruits 


of it to us ; its Contrariety to God, his pure and 
holy Nature, and righteous Laws ; and from 
true Love to Gop, for his Goodneſs and Excel- 
lency in Himſelf, as well as his Beneficence and 
Kindneſs to his poor Creatures ; Caſting off Sin, 
and Turning to Gop in ſuch Manner, and on 


| ſuch Grounds ; that is the Repentance Which 


Hb. ix. 


Matth 111. 
7.8, 


the Goſpel requires, and which it works, where 
it comes with a Bleſſing. And further, 


[ 5-] OzEDIENCE, and Holineſs of Life, i another: 
For this it prepares, and to this it brings, by 
choſe preceding Steps. Inlightening, and hum- 
bling, and working Faith in Chrift, and Re- 
pentance and Turning to Gop; all is in order 
to bring to him, and walk before Him ta 
all Pleaſing. Purging the Conſcience from 


dead Works, is to ſerve the Living God. St. aul 


in his Preaching ſhew'd Junto Jes and Gen- 
tiles, that they ſhould repent and turn to God 
and do Works meet for Repentance. For Want o 


this, with what Repräach and ſharp Reproof 


were the Phariſces and Saddncees rejected by 
John, when they oſſer'd themſclves to his Bap- 
tim? O Generation of Vipers, who bath warned 
yon to flee from the Wrath to come? bring forth there- 
fore Fruits meet for. Repentance. As Faith with- 
out Works is dead, ſo is Repentance too, of no 


Value or Significancy with God, or Truth in it- 


feif; it has not the Nature of evangelical Re- 


pentance, if not productive of good Life; nor 


is the Dcſign of the Goſpel anſwer'd, if, where 
chere 15 Time for it, this be not the Fruit. Prin- 


ciples and Habits are for ſutable Practice and 


Action: Graces in the Heart, to put forth 
6 them- 
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themſelves in good Works: The barren Tree is 
curſed. St. Paul glories in it, as the Grace given Rom. xv. 
bim by God, that the Goſpel miniſtred by him 17, 18. 
was effettual to the ſanTifying and offering up of the 
Gentiles wnto God, and making them obedient. 
And he rejoyces particularly in reference to the 
Romans, That their Obedience was come abroad un- —xvi. 19. 
to all Men. This will be the greateſt Joy and | 
Satisfaction to faichful Miniſters, to {cethe Go- 
ſpel preach d by them, thus bleſſed to a Peo- 
ple, ſo that they become real practical Chriſti- 
ans, ſuch as live Religion, as well as prefeß it; 
according to the ancient Motto, Nan wagne lo- 
quimur, ſed vivimm. The Golpel js to advance 
the Glory of Go p in the World, by healing 
the Corruptions of Men, and ſetting up ſhining 
Images of himſelf in it. Tis Gop's Glory that 
He is Good, and does Good ; and the Glory of 
Chriſtians to be like Him in both; and of the 
Goſpel to effect it. The race of God that bring- Titus ii. 
eth Salvation, hath appeared wnto all «Men, teach- 11, 12. 
ing us, that denying Ungodlineſ and worldly Luſts, 
we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in thu 
preſent World. For this Purpoſe Chriſt gave yerſe , p 
himſelf for ms, that be might redeem us om all Ini- | 

uity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar People, xea- 
for of good Works : Not only doing good Works, 
but having the Heart ſet for them, and vigorouſly 
ingaged in them: Fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Rom. xii. 
Lord; Here is the Bleſſing of the Goſpel, We 11. 
are not « peculiar People unto Chriſt wichour this; 
his muſt be better, and do more than others ; 
their Righteouſneſs mult exceed that of the SCribes 
and Phariſees, wiz. in the Sincerity, Impartia- 
lity, and Univerſality of it; they mult alk 
ia all the Commandments and Ordinances of the 
Lord, blamelef. All whom the Apoſtles were to 
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Rom. i. 
11. 
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diſciple and baptize, they were to teach to ob- 


ferve all Things that Chriſt commanded them. This 


therefore is another Thing : Then does the 
Goſpel, and Miniſtry of it, come with a Bleſſing, 
when it makes not barely nominal, but real and 
practical Chriſtians; ſuch ag imitate Chrift, 
walking as he watked. Again, | 


(6.] CONFIRMATION, and Eſtabliſhment 
in the Truth, s a further Aim of the Goſpel. Not 
only that it may be believed and embrac'd, and 
the good Way, of GobD choſen, and enter'd 
into; but that Chriſtians may be Freng thened 
and ſettled; the Roots of Religion and Godli- 
nels, ſtriking deep into their Souls, whereby 
they may be' kept from Wavering and Incon- 
ſtancy, and may not be overthrown, or re- 
mov'd by the Winds of Temptation, or Perſe- 
cution.' This, as before was noted, is one 
Thing ſpecially meant by the Apoſtle in refe- 
rence to thoſe Romans I long to ſee you, ( ſaid 
he) that I may impart unto you ſome ſpiritual Gift, 
to the End that ye may be eſtabliſhed, The Condi- 
tion of Chriſtians, in that Day, and eſpecially 


in ſuch a Place as Ryme, was full of Difficulty 


and Danger; they had many Enemies ſtriv- 
ing to ſeduce, or to terrify them, one Way or 


other to overthrow their Faith, and ſo ruin and 


deſtroy their Souls: He coveted, therefore, the 
Opportunity of being inſtrumental of their 
further Strengthening and Confirmation; that 


they might be able to withſtand all Aſſaults, and 
continue in the Faith, Grounded and ſettled, and 
'The 


. 
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muſt look to meet with from without. For 
this the Apoſtle prays, in behalf of the Coloſſians, 
4 That they might be ſtrengthened with all Might, ac+ Col. i. 11. 
cording to God's glorious Power : With Might in 
all the Faculties of the Soul, and unto all the 
Duties and Purpoſes of Life: The «Mind, in 
approving Truth and Goodneſs, and diſapprov- 
ing Evil: The Will, in-chuſing one, and refu- 
ſing the other: The Affections, in cleaving to God 
a and Chriſt, and his Service, and caſting out 
| what is contrary thereto ; that Patience, Love, 
| Joy, Hope, good Deſires, Fear and Reverence 
? of Gop, Hatred of Sin, Contempt of the 
World, Cc. that theſe may be ſtrengthen d, 
according to bis glorious Power. In which is ſig- 
3 nify'd both the efficient Cauſe of this Strength- 
ening, The Power of God ; and the Rule and Mea- 
ſure, that it be ſuch as his Power w able to work ; 
not ſimply and abſolutely, but as may bear ſome 
Sutableneß to ſuch an Helper, and as He wills, 
and is ready, by his Goſpel, to communicate: 
Such Strengthening the Apoſtle prays they 
might have. And this is a great Part of the 
Bleſſing of the Goſpel : When it is made eftectual 
not only to work Grace, bur to ſtrengthen that 
Work, and confirm the Chriſtian in Faith and 
| Holineſs ; that he ben't always as a Babe in 
Chriſt, or a Novice in Religion; apt to be ſe- 
duced and milled, and carried about with eve 
ry Wind of Doctrine; or imposd upon and 
turn'd aſide by the Craft of thoſe, who lie in 
wait to deceive. Me live, ſaid St. Paul to the 
| Theſſalonians, if ye ſtand fait in the Lord. This 
will be mighty comforting and encouraging 
to us Miniſters, as well as of utmoſt Neceſſity 
and Importance to yourſelves. Eſtabliſhment 
then in the Truth, is one of the great Ae 
the 
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the Goſpel, and what it effecteth, where it 
comes in the Bleſſing of it: And not only this 


Confirmation in Grace, already receiv d; but, 


— — — — — 


[7.] GRowTH and Increaſe of Grace, àᷣ deſigu d 
alſo. Theſe are mention d together; by St. Pe- 
ter, but as diſtint Duties, and Bleſſings : For 
they are both; as enjoyn'd in the Goſpel, they 
are Duties; and as wrought and effected in us 
by it, thro' the Spirit, ſo they are Bleſſings. 

2 Pet. iii. Beware, faith the Apoſtle, leaf ye alſog being led 
17, 18. away with the Error of the Wicked, fall om your 
own Stedfaſtneſs; but grow in Grace, and in the 
Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chvitt. 


— — — — — — — — 
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that would ariſe in the latter Days, mocking 


ſtians, and even ridiculing the Doctrine of the 


© ——ͤ DS 


Now, faith he, ſeeing ye know theſe Things _—_ 
beware leſt you be ſeduced, and fall from your Sted- 
faſtneß. The beſt, by reaſon of remaining Cor- 
ruptions, and the enſnaring Subtilties of the 
Devil, are not without Danger; and tho' their 
| Keeping be of Gop, yet He expects, that in 
1 order to it, they uſe their own Endeavours, 


ſtead of going backward, and falling away, 
they grow in Grace, and the Knowledge of Chri#+. 
This will keep from falling, as it is directly 
| contrary to it; and by Growth, the Habits and 
N Principles of Grace and Holineſs get more 
Strength, and are more confirm d. And thus 
is Increaſe of Grace, a Bleſſing of the Goſpel, 


1 one eſpecially, viz. Eſtabliſhment in Grace, 
| and Preſervation from Apoſtacy ; but a Bleſſing 
1 | jr 


He had been warning of Scoffe rs, and Atheiſts, 
at the Hope and Piety of ſerious, godly Chri- 


ik Coming of Chriſt, and a future Judgment: | 


and watch againſt Declenſion ; and that in- 


as it is a Means unto other Bleſſings, that great 


eee eee dere 


x a. 


S 


99 2 


2 UO 


4 
5 
* 
J 
7 


— — — | - — — 
a Succeſsful, MIN IST Rx. 33 


. r wor ror —ooe— WRIT" . A. 


_— 7 
— 
- 


-— _— — _— 


it is too in itſelf, than which what can be grea- 


- er? For Grace is the moſt excellent Thing, che 


very Image and Likeneſs of Gop, a divine Na- 
ture; that which fits for Communion with Gop, 
and acceptable ſerving of him ; which makes a 
Perſon the Object of His Delight, and diſ- 
poles reciprocally to delight in him, as the 
chief Good, and higheſt Happineſs. Cover Cor. xli. 
earneſtly the beit Gifts; (ſaich the Apoſtle): tt. 
ſhew I unto you a more excellent, Way. Gifts, 
eſpecially thole which make for the editying 
the Church, as Propheſying, and the like, are 
very delirable and uſeful ; but he lets them 
know, there was ſomewhat far tran{c2nd- 
ing theſe, viz. Grace and Holinsſs, the true 
Love of God, and our Neighbour ; this adorns, 
and makes the Face to ſhine, Gifts furniſh for 


divers Purpoſes, and God may ule them for 


Good to others; yet without Grace they'll 


be nothing proficable to the Poſſeſſors them- 
ſelves. 'Tis Holineſs that gives true Honour, 


and is the beſt Riches : Of which may be ſaid 

(what the Philoſopher ſaid of Time) Honefta eſt Seneca. 

Pietatis avaritia. Here is an honeſt Coverouſ- 

neſs, without Danger of exceeding, and the 

Bulineſs of the Golpel, and of the Miniſtry 

thereof, is not only to begin, but to advance 

and heighten this all that may be; tis for Ter- Eph, iy, 

fedting the Saints, and edifying the Body of Chriſt, 1+- 

I commend you to God, and to the IWord of bis Grace, A 

(laid. St. Paul to the Epbeſine Elders) which is , 

able to build you up, and give you an Inheritance 

among all them that are ſanctify d; i. e. to carry on 

the Work of God's Grace in you, till you arg 

made meet for, and brought unto Heaven. The 

Golpel is not only ſufficient, but the appointed 

Meins for this, and what does fo, where it 
* comes 
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Pet. ii.: Comes with a Bleſſing. Whence we are bid, As 
 new-born Babes, to defire the (incere Milk of the Word, 


that we may grow thereby; This is a growing 


State, we come not to our full Stature in Chriſt, 
till we come to Heaven; and all the Way the 
Goſpel is the Means of Proficiency. The Holy 
Spirit deſcends with his Influences and Irriga- 
tions, and makes the Souls of good Men flou- 
riſhing and fruitful, It was a Prophecy and 
Promiſe, eminently to be fulfilld in Goſpel 
Iſa. xliv 3. Times, what is ſpoken by Iſaiah : I will pour 
Water upon him that is thirſty, and Floods upon the 
dry Ground ; and my Bleſſing upon thine Off-ſpring ; 
and they ſhall ſpring up among the Graſs, as Willows 
by the Water Courſes. Willows planted by Wa- 
ters, as they uſe to be, thrive much: And ſo do 
Souls under the Goſpel, when it comes in the 
Pſal. xcii. Bleſſing of it. In the Pſalms there is another 
12, Compariſon not unlike to this: The Righteous 


ſhall flouriſh like the Palm-Tree, he ſball grow like 


the Cedar in Lebanon. The Palm is noted for its 
flouriſhing Nature, a Tree that's always Green, 

and ſhoots up, tho' Weights be hung on it: 

And che Cedar, eſpecially thoſe of Lebanon, are 
remark'd for their Loftineſs,and ſpreading wide 

their Branches: To theſe, is the flouriſhing 

State of thoſe compar'd, who enjoy the Goſpel 

and have it bleſſed to them. So it follows, Thoſe 

that are planted in the Houſe of the Lord, ſhall flou- 
Hoſ. xiv. riſh in the Courts of our God. Elfewhere, I will be 
5. as the Dew unto Iſrael, (ſays God) he ſhall grow as 
the Lilly, and caſt forth his Roots as Lebanon. 


The Prophet heaps up Metaphors, to ſhew the 


proſperous State of the Church and the Mem- 


bers thereof, when they return to God: He 


bleſſes his Word and Ordinances to them, they 
then thrive 1n Grace. They ſhall revive as the 
, "ns 
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Gem, and grow as the Vine, (as he there. adds) : 
which is noted for its ſpreading Nature. And 
thus of this Particular. Once more, 


[8.] PERSEVERANCE in Grace and Good- 
meſs to the End, is the Upſhot of the Goſpel Intent, 
and what it ſtops not ſhort of, where it comes with 
a Bleſſing. This, together with the former, the 
Apoſtle made his great Prayer for the Theſſalo- 
nians : The very God of Peace (lays he) ſanttify 1 Theſſ v. 
you wholly, i. e. carry on his Work of Grace in 23, 24. 
you, ſanctifying you more and more, in all 
your Powers and Faculties, till his Work be 
complete in you. There's what concerns their 
| Growth in Grace, and intire Sanctification; to 
| which he adds, And I pray God, your whole Spi- 
> 3 rit, and Soul, and Body be preſerved blameleſß, un- 
to the Coming of the Lord Feſus Chritt. There's 
a twofold Coming of Chriſt, viz, Particular 
and ſpecial, to every One by Death; and a 
more publick and viſidle Coming, unto all at 
the laſt and great Day of Judgment. They 
who are ready and prepar'd for that ſpecial 
and particular Coming, will not be contound- 
ed at the other ; for Preparation whereto, the 
Apoſtle petitions, and it is what, by the Goſpel 
and tbe Blefling of it, is ſecur'd ro holy Per- 
ſons, as there it follows, Faithful xs be that calleth 
you, who alſo will do it. Chriſt himſelf pray'd 
for this, in Behalf of his ſincere Followers, and 
therefore ſuch may comfortably hope for, and 
expect it; for the Futher heareih bim always : John xvii. 
Holy Father, keep thro' thine own Name, 1. e. by 11. — 
thy Power and Grace, thoſe whom Thou ba#t gi- 
ven me. And what Kind of Keeping he beg'd, 
afcerwards is ſhewn : I pray not, that Thou ſhouldſt Ver * 
take them out of the Wirld ; but that Thou ſhould © 
5 keep 
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keep them from the Evil. Preſervation in Grace 
and Holineſs, is the Thing requeſted ; and this, 
| not for thoſe Saints only that were preſent in 

his Time, but for all Believers that ſhould be in | 
John xxii, ſucceeding Ages: Neither pray I (faid he) for res 
20. theſe alone, but for them alſo which ſhall believe on ni 
me thro their Mord. By the Goſpel's Coming * 
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perſevere in Grace and Holineſs, till coming to 
the End of their Days, they come to the End of 
their Faith, the Salvation of their Souls. And 
thus, as to Graces and Duties, a e Miniſtry s Com- 
ing to a People in the Fulneſs of the Bleſſing of the 
Goſpel of Cbriſt, imports having Effe& and Suc- 
cs to ſuch Purpoles as theſe, wiz. To enlight- 
en; to humble; to bring to ſaving Faith in Chriſt; 
to work Repentance, in both its Parts, Sorrow 
for Sin; and Turning unto God; to produce 
fincere Obedience; and eftabliſh in the Truth; 
to canſe Growth in Grace, and Fruitfulneſs m 
EMIT | 1 g 


| 
| with a Blefling, this Prayer of Chriſt hath its ar 
| Effet. For when we ſpeak of the Power of fit 
'Þ Gor keeping and preſerving of any, it is not 
1 meant that it does it in an immediate Way, as 
1H He keeps the Angels, but by the Word and his F. 
Bleſſing on it: by this He waters, and keeps Ir 
f alive the Plants of Righteouſneſs : He confirms P: 
[| his unto the End, He builds them up, even till T 
they come to the Inheritance among all them al 
| Til i. 6. that are ſan#ified, having begun à good Work in th 
5 them, Ile performs it unto the Day of the Lord Fe- ſt 
0 ſs. This, where the Goſpel comes with its ſt 
1 Bleſſing, will be. Whence 'tis call d the Goſpel f 11 
i} Life, and of Salvation, not only as revealing and C 
al offering it, and working the Beginnings, and 0 
1 more and more advancing it in the Soul; & 
| bur bringing to eternal Life at laſt in Heaven, A 
| exciting and enabling Perſons while here, to t 
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Works ; and Perſeverance untothe End. And, 


(2.) This Bleſſing of the Goſpel may be conſider d, Serm. II. 


as to Benefits and Privileges, as well as with Refe- 


rence to Graces and Duties, And then does a Mi- 


niſtry come to a People in this Bleſſing of the Goſpel, 
when it is ſucceſsful and available to intitle to, 
and inſtate in, its precious and excellent Bene- 
fits, &c. As, to name ſome of the principal, 


[1.] JusTIFicaTION. The Goſpel working 
Faith in Chriſt, and uniting unto him, gives 
Intereſt in his Merit and Righteouſneſs, and 
Pardon and Acceptance with Gop thereby. 
There could be no ſuch Thing as Juſtification 
and Pardon but thro' the Goſpel, this reveals 
the Way, works the Qualifications, and ſo in- 
ſtates in the Privileges. The Law is the Mini- 
ſtration of Death and Condemnation. By the Go- 


ſpel, and Chriſt in it, is Pardon and Life. And 


O ineſtimable Benefit ! to have all Sins blotted 


out, Gop reconciled and at Peace with us ; 
to be taken into his Favour, and look'd on, 


and dealt with, as righteous ; yea, to be inti- 
tled to a better Good, a richer and more glori- 
ous Inheritance, than that which was forteired 
and loſt by the Fall; and to hold it too by a 
better and ſurer Tenure, wiz. in Capite, in Chriſt 


our Head! Therefore it is of Faith, (faith the Rom, iv. 


Apoſtle, not by the Works of the Law) tothe End 16. 


the Promiſe might be ſure to all the Seed. Then 


does the Goſpel come with a Blefling indeed, 
when it avails to this; of Children of Wrath 


makes us Sons of God's Lowe ; of Heirs of Hell, 
to be Heirs of God, and foynt-heirs with Christ. 


This is the Caſe of juſtity'd Perſons, not only 


are they (reed from the Curſe and Obligation 
; unto 


28 The HayPINEss of 
Rom. viii.unto Puniſhment, There is no Condemmation to 
z. them that are in Chriſt Feſus; but they are taken 

| into ſpecial Favour, have a Right to Heaven 
and Happineſs: Who can exprels the Greatneſs 

of this Privilege? The Pſalmiſt proclaims it in 

Pſal xxxii. emphatical Terms: Bleſſed is be whofe Tranſgreſ- 
1, 2. fron ij forgiven, whoſe Sin j covered ; bleſſed is the 
e Man unto whom the Lord imputeth not Iniquity. 
Bleſſedneſſes, it is in the abſtract, and plural, im- 
porting both the Truth and Greatneſs, even the 
Perfection of Happineſs carry'd therein. Such 

an One is bleſſed indeed, and cumulatively fo, 

with all Manner of Bleflings. Both privative, 

and poſitive, freed from Evil, and intitled to all 

Good. He has God for his God ; and having 

Him for his; he has in him all that can be 

wiſh'd, or needed. Then docs the Miniſtry 

come with a Blefling, therefore, when work- 
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in this great Privilege Fuſtification. And, 


[2.] WR EN it confers Adoption, which fol- 

loweth upon, or accompanies Pardon and Juſti- 

John i. 12. fication. As many as received him (i. e. Chrilt) 
to them gave be Power to become the Sons of God, 

even to them that believe on bis Name: 'Thro the 

Goſpel revealing and tendering Chriſt, as a 


* — ——ꝛ — —— — — 3 —̃ — — 


— ͤͤ K YO 2 eo" eo 


— pt = 


- —_— — 


n "x * 


him, and thereby unicing to him; thro' this 
comes this great Privilege. By Union with the 
natural and eternally begotten Son of Go p, 
we come to be his adopted Sons ; for 'tis in 
Chriſt, that Godis reconcil'd, his Law and his 
Juſtice being ſatisfy'd, and the Honour of his 
Government ſalv'd. And the Scripture lets us 
know, it was with this Aim, that Chriſt did 
latisfy the Law: When the Fulneß of Time was 
7 e come, 
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ing Faith, and uniting unto Chriſt, it inſtates | 


Saviour, and inſtrumentally working Faith in 
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0 come, God ſent forth his Son, made of a Woman, Gal. iv. 
n made under the Law, to redeem them that are under 1 5: 
n the Law ; that we might receive the Adoption of Sons. 

CG RB Chriſt ; took away that Hand-writing that was 

n againſt us, nailing it to his Croſs, that fo, this 

＋ Bar being remov'd, they, who by it were fer at 

'e © 2 Diſtance,might be brought nigh ; even ſo nigh 

„. as, upon believing, to be made the Children of 

1 God. Te are all the Children of God, by Faith in Fe- iii. 26. 
e Þ fas Chri#t, faith the Apoſtle. What Dignity and 

h Favour is this! St. Fobn ſpeaks of it, as well he 

, © might, wich greateſt Wonder: Behold, what 

> Manner of Lowe the Father hath beftowed upon us, 

1 that we ſhould be called the Sons of God ! i. e. that 

g we ſhould be made, accepted and own'd as his 

e Sons, and dealt with in all Reſpects accordingly. 

y That Perſons fo mean, and unworthy in them- 

i- Þ ſelves,ſhould be ſo privileg d, how amazing! To 

s have taken Angels, had been a nearer Step; they 
originally were of thoſe Morning Start, that ſang 

the earlieſt Praiſes of the Great Creator ; to 


— 


|- Þ have reſtor'd and rais d them, would feem not to 
* have been ſo low a Stoop. But to paſs them by, 
) and thus exalt Man, how wonderful is it! Such 


d, may go to GoD as a Father, have the Liberty 

ec of his Houſe and of his Table; yea, not only the 

a outward Liberty of Leave, but the inward of 

n | Inclination, the Spirit and Frame of Children, 

is | accompanies the Relation. Becauſe ye are Sons, Gal. iv. 6. 
e God hath ſent forth the Spirit of his San into your 

Hearts, crying Abba, Father. Slaviſh Fear is done 

n | away, at leaſt, as to the Prevalency of it; for 

is where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is Liberty 2 Cor. iii. 
is | How ſweet, how excellent a Thing is this ! to 17. 


is | have Leave, and an Heart to come to Go p, 
d and enjoy. Communion with him, as his very 
24 | Sons and Daughters! For divine Adoption is not 
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Iſa. 1. 12. 


a mere outward Privilege, or Relation, but car- 
ries with it a Nature agreeable. In civil Adop- 
tion, among Men, it is not ſo; this gives Ti- 
tle, and civil Rights, but carries not with it 
any inward Change of Likeneſs in the adopted, 
to him that adoprs ; theſe may be of very 
different, perhaps contrary, Diſpoſitions; at 
leaſt may ſo prove : But there 'tis otherwiſe, 
they are bornof God, who have Power given them 
to become the Sons of God. Among Men none can 
be adopted, and yet begotten Sons too * ; but 
with God it is not, cannot be otherwiſe ; none 
are taken into the Relation, but ſuch as haye 
the Nature of Children, Qualities whereby they 
reſemble their heavenly Father. They are ſe- 

arated from Sin and Impurity, and made holy 
anctify'd Perſons, and ſo God takes and owns 
them as his, is not aſham'd to be call'd their 


2 Cor. vi. God, and Father: Come out from among them, and 
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be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and I will receive 
you, and will be a Father to you, and ye ſhall be my 
Sons and Daughters, ſaith the Lord Almighty. This 
which his Word commands, his Grace effects. 
He makes thoſe whom He adopts, really to be 
ſuch holy ſanctified Ones, and then loves and 
cares, and provides for them as his; he watches 
over them as a Father, defends them from Hurt 
and Miſchief, takes their Part againſt Enemies, 
ſuch as would any way injure them; He re- 
bukes Kings for their Sakes, they who touch 
them, touch the Apple of his Eye. They may 


Zach. ii. 8. bg aſſur d of all ncedful Protection, and Provi- 
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ſion too; whoever wants, they ſhall not; their 


Take it of Gerten Sons yer under the Power of the Parent; for if 
emancipated, and become ſu: juris, Civilians allow ſuch may be adopted, 
they ſtanding then on the common Foot with others, and the Llood or na- 
tural Relation not regarded, 
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Bread ſhall be given them, and their Water ſha! I Iſa. xxxiii. 


be ſure.” Whatever their heavenly Father ſees “. 
needful for their Support and Comfort, during 
their Pilgrimage in this World, they may de- 
pend upon him for ; and He that has that Care 
and Conſideration, as to the outward and bodi- 
ly Wants of his Children, to be ſure has not leſs, 
but rather more Regard to their Souls. The 

ſhall have his Word, and Ordinances, and a Bleſ- 
ſing with them; Go p will counſel and teach 
them, give them the Inſtructions of a Father; 
they ſhall know his Mind and Will, and when 


they wander, (hall hear the Voice behind them, ſay- Iſa. xxx. 


ing, This « the Way, walk in it. They ſhall not 21. 
be left to any damnable, deſtructive Errors : 
And if need require, GoD will chaſten them 


as a Father too. If his Children forſake his Law, PC 1xxxix; 
and walk not in has Fudgments, &c. He will 39, &c. 


viſit their Tranſgreſſions with the Rod, and their 
2 with Stripes: tho' his Loving-kindneſs he 
will not utterly take from him, nor ſuffer his Faith- 
fulneſs to fail, This, in its Place, and due Cir- 
cumitances, is as much the Part of a Father, as 
thoſe others of Protection and Proviſion ; not 
to ſuffer Children to run wild and looſe, defiling 
themſelves with Sin, and corrupting their Man- 


ners. He that ſpares the Rod, (when neceſſary) Prov. xiii. 
hates hu Son: but he that loveth him, chaſteneth 24. 


him betimes, GOD will not be wanting in this 
to his Children, and that, becauſe they are his 
Children, thoſe whoſe Good he ſpecially has 
at Heart, and concerns himſelf for. The Fa- 
thers of the Fleſh correct their Children, and 
ſo will the Farber of Spirits his; and that with- 
out the Mixture of Infirmity, that often is in 
the Dealings of the former: They, after their own 
Pleaſure, irregular many times; but He for our 
3 | G 9 1 Profit, 
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Profit, that we might be Partakers of bi Holinep. 

'This Father is not rigorous and ſevere, or un- 
merciful in his Dealings; but tho' He chaſtens 

Mal. iii, as a Father, He ſpares as a Father alſo : I will 
17.  ſparethem,(laith he) as a Man ſpareth his own Son 
that ſerveth him. He will ſhew all paternal Af- 
fection, and Indulgerice, to them; He will pity 

their Infirmities, put the beſt Conſtruction on 

their Failings, and accept their ſincere, tho' weak 

and imperfect Services. Thus will Gop carry to- 

ward them, while here in their Minority, and 

weak State; and at laſt, when his Grace has 

made em ripe, and fit for Heaven, He will bring 

them to it, and put them in Poſſeſſion of that 
glorious Inheritance, which they were born and 
Pet. i. 3, adopted to. Bleſſed be the God, and Father of our Lord 
+ Feſws Chriſt (faith the Apoſtle) which according to 
his abundant Mercy, hath begotten us again to a live- 

Iy Hope, by the Reſurreftion of Feſus Chriſt from the 

Dead, to an Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and 

that fadeth not away, reſerved in Heaven for you. 

This Inheritance,which they are begotten again 

to, and is reſerv'd for them, their heavenly Fa- 

ther will, when they are meet for it, bring 

them to, and inſtate them in; a lively Hope 

as whereof is wrought in them now, which they 
may rejoyce in, and bleſs Gop for, as St. Peter 

does: But full and everlaſting Poſſeſſion will be 

given them by their Father, when He takes em 

hence; the Greatneſs and Excellence of which 
Portion of theirs, we can now have no adequate 

1 John iii. Conceptions of. Now are we the Sons of God; 
wo (ſaich St. Fobn) but it doth not yet appear what we 
ſhall be: What the full Happineſs and Benefit of 

this Sonſhip is, all the Riches and Glory, the 
Felicity and Dignity that is carry d in it, or 

which it draws after it, appear not now ; ny 
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this at preſent we know, That when be, i. e. Col. iii. 4. 


Chriſt, ſhe appear, we ſhall be like bim; for we 


ſhall ſee bim as be u. We ſhall appear with bim in 


Glory, ſaith St. Paul. Thus then it is, where a 
Miniſtry comes in the Bleſſing of the Goſpel, it not 
only works the Graces before-mention'd, but 
beſtows theſe excellent Privileges, Juſtification, 
and Pardon of Sin; and Adoption into the 


Number of Gon's Children: To which add 


[ 3-] THE Gift of the Holy Spirit, to dwell in the 
Hearts of Believers. Thro' the Goſpel they come 
into Relation to all the Perſons in the ever- 
bleſſed Trinity, to the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt, And this Relation is not merely ticular, 
and nominal, but in order to the greateſt Pur- 
poles ; as the Father is in Scripture repreſented 
as the Author and Contriver of the wonderful 
Work of Redemption, the Son as the Procurer 


and Purchaſer of it, ſo is the whole Work of 


applying and perfecting it in the Hand of the 
Spirit; he from Chriſt and the Father, and thro 


Chriſt's Merit and Interceſſion, frames and fits 


Souls for divine Inhabitation, makes them Tem- 
ples unto Go p, and then dwells, and is the 
Principle of all holy Motions and Operations 
in them, The Scripture ſpeaks much of the 
Neceſſity and Truth, the Importance and Be- 


nefit of this Gift: If any have not the Spirit of Rom. viii, 


Cbriſt, be i none of by. This is Proprium quarto 9. 
modo, as the Logicians ſpeak, what agrees to 


all ſincere Chriſtians, and only unto ſuch. Here- 1 John iv, 


by we know that we dwell in God, and He in us, 13s 
becauſe He hath given us of his Spirit. This was 
promiſed to be the great Bleſſing of Goſpel 
Times, ſome Scatterings of it there were before, 


but comparatively on Few, and in leſſer Mea- 


G 2 ſyre, 
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ſure ; as a Dew, rather than a plentiful Rain : 
But now under the Goſpel, it was to be poured 


Ads 11.16. forth upon all Fleſh, according to what had been 


17, Oc. 


John vii. 
39. 
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propheſy'd by Joe which is apply'd by St. Pe- 
ter to that Effuſion on the Day of PentecoFF. 
When Chriſt in his perſonal Miniſtry, was cal- 
ling and incouraging poor Sinners to come to 
him, from the Abundance of Comfort and Grace 
which they ſhould find, The he ſpake, (ſaith St. 
Tohn) of the Spirit which they that believe on him, 
ſhould receive; for the Holy GhoFt was not yet given, 
becauſe that Feſus was not yet glorified. After the 
Death, and Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion of 
Chriſt, that Promiſe was to have its moſt full, 
and open, and ſignal Accompliſhment. With re- 
ſpect to which, ſaid Chriſt to his Diſciples, Ir 4 
expedient for you, that Igo away; for if I go not away 
the Comforter (Advocate, or Inſtructor, it may 
be render'd by any of thoſe Words) will not come 
unto you ; but if I depart, T will ſend bim unto you : 


and when he 1s come, he will convince the World of 


Sin; but you, my Diſciples and Followers, he 


will guide into all neceſſary Truth, he ſhall re- 
ceive of mine, and ſhew it unto jou. The Spirit 
is Chriſt's great Agent, carrying on the Deſigns 
of his Love and Grace in, and towards all his 
Members : This ſupplies his bodily Preſence, 
and is of more Advantage than that barely would 


have been: Therefore, ſaid he, It is expedient 


* . 


for you, that I go away. The Spirit is a conſtant 
reſiding Sanctifier and Comforter, intimately 
preſent, and working in the Souls of Believers, 
thro' the Goſpel; this is the Chanel wherein 
he comes, and the Inſtrument and Means by 
which he operates, whence it is eminently call'd, 


2 Cor. Mi. The eMiniſtration'sf the Stirit. We may lay of it 
With reſpect to the Perſon ,as well as to his Gifts 
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2 and Graces, Received ye the Spirit by the Works of —_ 
4 the Law, or by the Hearing of Faith? Thro' the 
n Goſpel it is, not the Law, that the Holy Spi- 


. rit comes unto any: And O how comprehen- 

F. ſive, how great, and excellent a Bleſſing, and 

|- Gift is this ! Giving it to them that ask, ſig» Luke xi. 
0 nifies ſummarily, Giving all good Things, 3. Com- 
2 or atleaſt, the beſt and choiceſt, what's of moſt $77 © wi 
t. Uſe and Profit to the Receivers; this is the Bond 11 
5 of Union with Chriſt, He that is joyned to the 

_, Lord, is one Spirit ; all Grace and Peace, Strength 

e and Aſſiſtance is by him. It is the Spirit that 

f guides and teaches, and leads in the Way ever- 


I, laſting : As many as are led by the Spirit of God, are Rom. viii. 
_ the Sons of God. This helps to profit by Ordi- 14. 


15 nances and Providences; makes fruitful in all 
y good Works; cheers and refreſhes, ſupports and 
y upholds in God's Ways and Service; witneſſes 


7 to the good Eſtate ; fills ſometimes with Foy m- 
HPealable, and full of Glory; and ſeals to the Day 
f of Redemption. The good Fruits and Effects 


e hereof, are ſo various and admirable, as cannot 
— Ek ſoon or eaſily be enumerated and ſet forth. The 
it Gift of the Holy Spirit to dwell in the Hearts 
18 of Believers, then, is well inſtanc'd, as a great 
is Bleſſing of the Goſpel, One Thing more may 
A be reckon'd alſo, wiz. | 

d DT | 

t [4.] A BLESSING there is in the Goſpel with 
it Reference to outward Good and Evil, directing and 
y helping to a Frame and Carriage becoming 


5. every Condition. In all Things I am inſtrutted, 
n (ſaid the Apoſtle) both to be full, and to be hun- 
* gry ; to abound, and to ſuffer Need: I can do all 
, Things thro' Chriſt, which ſtrengtheneth me: ] have 
t learned in whatſoever State I am, therewith to be 
content, 'O happy Diſpoſition and Is of 
PETE ; | 5 oul, 


—_— 
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The HAPPBINESS of 


Soul, and great Bleſſing of the Goſpel ! talkd 


and boaſted of ſometimes by Philoſophers, but 
effectually learn d and experienc d only by true 
Chriſtians. By the Goſpel Infirution and Bleſ 
ſing it is that any have attain'd an equal, com- 
pos d Temper of Alind and Heart, in Variety of 
Circumſtances ; not elated and puffed up with 
the Good, nor inordinately dejected and ſunk 
with the Evil of this World ; not abuſing Pro- 
ſperity and Fulneſs, to Pride, Wantonneſs or 


Luxury, forgetting GOD, and making thoſe 


Things Incentives of Luſts, which ſhould be 
Helps and Motives to holy Obedience; nor per- 
verted and turn d off from Piety and Religion 
by Adverſity, queſtioning whether there be a 
God or Providence, or murmuring againſt 
him, and charging him fooliſhly, as if he were 
not juſt, but dealt too hardly with them. Our 
blefled Saviour, having told his Diſciples what 
they muſt look for from an evil World, ſaith 
In your Patience poſſeſs ye your Souls : YOUR 
P ATIENCE, that which is proper to you as 
Chriſtians, which you are taught and help'd to 
by the Goſpel, which keeps both the good State 
and Temper of the Soul, that it be nor loſt and 
undone by Apoſtacy, nor ruffled and diſcompos'd, 
and ſo unfitted for Service and Duty in any Dan- 
ger or Difficulty. This is a Goſpel Bleſſing, not 
ro ſuccumb, but to bear up upon right Princi- 
ples and Conſiderations, under all Hardſhips and 
Sufferings ; to have Loſſes and Croſſes ſancti- 
fied, and turn'd to ſpiritual Gain and Profir, and 


Rom, viii. All work together for Good (as is promis'd to them 


28. 


that love God, and who are the Called according to 


his Purpoſe,) by Truſt in God, and Dependance on 


Him for Supply of Good, as well as Safety from 
Evil; to have the Mind eaſy, and freed from 
e | anxious, 


maſs - 
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anxious, diſturbing Cares and Fears, about ſuch 
Things ; as alſo to ſee and taſte the Lowe and 
Goodneſs of Go p, in what is enjoy'd, and have 


17 


his Bleſſing therewich ; which will make the Lit- PC, xxxvii. 
tle that a rigbteou Man bath, to be better than the 16: 


R jches of many Wicked. Thus of the firſt Branch 
of the Anſwer, to the third Qsery, When 4 Ni- 
wiſtry comes to 4 People in the Fulneß of the Bleſſing 
of the Goſpel of Chrift ? via. When the Aims and 
Intendments of it have Effe& among a People 
in Reference to Graces and Duties, and allo to 


Privileges and Benefits ; ſpititual chiefly, yet not 


excluding what relates to outward Good and 
Evil. Another Branch of the Auſwer is, 


2. WHEN thoſe Aims and Intendments, with | 


their good Effects, are carry d to a confiderable Height. 
As when Perſons, thro' the Golpel, are made 
very knowing and underſtanding in the Things 
of GoD ; full of Piety and Goodneſs, and &- 
bounding in the Gifts and Graces of the Holy 


Spirit, and Fruit: of Rivhteouſneſs; when they 


are eminent and — in Meekneſs, Patience, 
Self denial, Diligence and Faitbfulneß in their 
Places and Callings; when they are zealons 
good Works, and fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord; 
in a Word, When they lead very holy and 
exemplary Lives, ſhining as Lights in a dark 
World, and ſhewing forth (in a conſpicuous Man- 
ner, and exalted Degree) the Proiſes of him, who 
hath call d them out of Darkneſs, into his marvellous 
Light : To ſuch, the Miniſtry of the Word hath 
come, with ſome good Meaſure and Fulneß of the 
Bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chrift., For it may be 
oblerv'd, It is not a ſtrict, abſolute Fulneß, that 
is neceſſarily meant ; all the ſpiritual Improv- 
ment that the Goſpel could poſſibly, by the 
2 Power 


» T 


The HAPPINESS of 


—i. 11. 


Power of Go p, raiſe them to; but conſidera- 
ble Increaſes and Additions to what already they 
had attain'd : For himſelf had ſaid before of 
them, He was perſuaded, they were full of all Good- 
neſs, filled with all Knowledge ; and yet he long'd 
to ſee them, that he might impart to them ſome ſpi- 
ritual Gift, Their Fulneſs therefore, was not 
ſuch, to which more could not be added; but a 
conſiderable and very laudable Meaſure, ac- 
cording to the Time and Means they had en- 
joy'd ; tho' they might, and it was his Deſire 
and Endeavour they ſhould, be making Progreſs 
ſtill; and ſhould GoD favour his Wiſhes, to 
come perſonally to them, he hoped and believ- 


ed, it would be highly to their Profit: As God 
had plentifully furniſh'd him with miniſterial 


Gifts and Graces, making him a fit Inſtrument 


for promoting the Ends of the Goſpel among 


Adds xili. 


10. 


Rom xv. 


13. 
2 Theſſ. i. 
3. 


them; ſo the Event of his Coming, thro' the 
Bleſſing of God, he hoped and expected would 
be anſwerable. Eaſy were it to ſhew, that full and 
Fulneſs in Scripture, whether as to Bad or Good, 
is taken for Abundance: O full of all Subtilty, and 
all Miſchief, ſaid Paul to Elymas, i. e. ſubtil and 
miſchievous, in a very high and extraordinary 
Degree ; not that he could be no more wicked 
than he was. Dorcas is {aid to have been full of 
good Works, i. e. She abounded in them. Thus 
therefore does a Miniſtry come in the Fulneſs of 
the Bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chri#t, when the good 
Ends of ic are reach'd in a very great and plente- 
ous Meaſure. To this Purpoſe, the Apoſtle prays 
for theſe Romans, That God would fill them with 
all Foy and Peace in believing, and that they might 
abound in Hope, thro' the Power of the Holy Ghoſt : 
and thanks God for the Theſſalonians, That their 
Faith grew exceedingly, and the Charity of every one 
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of them all towards each other abounded. So thar 

the Apoſtles gloried of them in the Churches of 

GoD, for their Patience and Faith in all their Per- 
ſecutions and Tribulations, that they endured. They 

were eminent for paſſive, as well as active Obe- 

dience and Graces. Both are thro' the Goſpel, 

and the Bleſſing of it. To you it & given in Be- Phil. i. 29, 
half of Chriſt, not only to believe on him, but to ſuf- 

fer for his Sake, laid St. Paul to the Philippians. To 

the Corinthians likewiſe, he takes notice, with 
Thankfulneſs, of the rich Fruit of the Goſpel 

among them: That they came behind in no Gift, , cor. i. 
they had all Knowledge, and all Utterance, i. e. 4, Cc. 
Ability and Readineſs to communicate it for the 
Good of the Church, and Edification of one an- 

other. The ſame Apoſtle pray'd for the Ephe- 

(tans, That God would grant them, according to the Eph. iii. 
Riches of bu Glory, to be ſtrengthened with Might 16. Ce. 
by his Spirit in the inner Min, that Chrift might 


dwell in their Hearts by Faith ; that being rooted and 


grounded in Love, they might be able to comprehend 


with all Saints what is the Breadth and Length, and 


Depth and Height, and to know the Love of Chriſt, 
which paſſeth Knowledge ; and that they might be 
filled with all the FulneſS of Gęd. We cannot know 
the Love of Chriſt fully ind adcquately ; but know 
more of it, than commonly we do, we may and 
ſhould ; For this the Goſpel is deſign'd, That we 
may grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our , pet. iii, 
Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt ; that we may have 18. 
rich Meaſures thereof. This is therefore the A- 
poſtle's Meaning, that the Epheſians might have. 
ſuch Knowledge thereof, as would be moſt for 
their Comfort and Uſefulneſs, and God's Glo- 
ry; as much as might be fit and attainable in 
this State; and that they might be filled with all 
the Fulneß of God. Not 1 a Fulneſs as 8 
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Ihe HareINEss of _ 


GOD Himſelf ; that is Infinite, and not to be 
reach'd by a Creature; but ſuch a Fulneſs of all 
communicable Good, as Creatures in ſuch a 
State as ours is, in this World, are receptive of: 
The Fulneſs of a Veſſel, tho' not of a Fountain. 
Ie do not ceaſe to pray for you, (laid: he to the 
Coloſſians) and to deſire that you might be filled with 
all the Knowledge of his Will, in all Wiſdom and ſpi- 
ritual Underſlanding, that ye might walk worthy of 
the Lord unto all Pleaſing, being fruitful in every 
good Work, and increaſing in the Knowledge of God: 


A Scripture greatly expreſſive of the Matter in 


John xv. 
8. 


hand. Such a Prayer anſwer'd, would ſpeak the 
Miniſtry there, coming in the Fulneß of the Bleſ- 
ſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt : When Perſons are 
Filled with the Knowledge of God's Will, ſuch 
a Fulneſs as their Capacities can take in, and 
in ſome good Degree, ſuiting the Time, and 
Means, and Helps afforded, the Places and 
Stations they are in, and the Work and Duty 
incumbent on them, or the Trials they may 
be put to. And this Knowledge is with all 
Wiſdom and ſpiritual Underſtanding, 1. e. hol 

Judgment and Diſcretion , teaching to ule 
Knowledge aright, taking the beſt Seaſon, 


the proper Order and Method of Duties, ac- 


cording to their true Importance and Weight 
ſo as to give them their right Place and Mea- 
ſure in our Regards, and practically to act and 
behave accordingly : Walking worthy of the 
Lord unto all Pleaſing, being fruitful in every 
good Work. Herein is my Father glorified (laid 
Chriſt) that ye bring forth much Fruit. And 
increaſing in the Knowledge of Chriſt : This uſe- 
ful practical Knowledge, not declining, or 
ſtanding at a Stay, but advancing more and 


more in it. Strengebened with all Might, accord- 
MM ing 
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2 


ing to his glorious Power, unto all Patience with 
J alas. The moſt improv'd Chriſtian needs 
the Power of Go p to ſtrengthen the Things 
that are wrought in him, and help him in do- 
ing and ſuffering the Will of Go p, that he may 
hold out in both, with a joy ſul Spirit unto the 
End. Here does the Miniſtry come in the Ful- 
neſs of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chrift, when 
thoſe great and glorious Aims of the Goſpel are 
not only attain d in ſome Meaſure, but carry'd 


to an eminent Height. Giving all Diligence, 
(ſaid St. Peter, in his laſt Advice to Chriſtians) 8. 


add to your Faith Vertue, and to Vertue Knowledge, 
and to Knowledge Temperance, and to Temperance 
Patience, and to Patience Godlineß, and to Godlines 
Brotherly-kindneſs, and to Brotherly Kindneſs Charity; 


fer if theſe Things are in you and abound, they make 


you that ye ſball neither be barren, nor unfruitful,in the 
Knowledge of our Lord Feſus Chriſt : They make 
it appear, that you are lively and fruitful Chri- 
ſtians, indeed, ſuch to whom the Goſpel hath 


Pet. 147 


come with a full Bleſſing ; who will thereupon Ver. 18, 


have, at laſt, Entrance miniſtred abundantly into the 
everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour. And 
add to theſe, The Miniſtry's Coming in the Ful- 
neſs of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt, is, 


3. WHEN theſe bleſſed Effects of it are extenſive 
and reach unto Many. Tis a Church the Apo- 
{tle writes to, and the Miniſtry could not be 


ſaid to come to ſuch a Society, with a Fulneſs 


of the Goſpel-Blefling, if it reach'd but to one, 
or two, or a few in it. He ſpeaks to the Ge- 


nerality, To all that be at Rome, beloved of God, Rom. i.7, 
called to be Saints: I thank my God, thro Feſus 8. 


Chriſt for you all, that your Faith is ſpoken of 


throughout the World, The ſame Apoſtle, ſpeak- 
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1 Cor.xvi. 


9 compar d 
with Rev, 
111. 8. 


Ads xix. 

27. 

Accs ii. 

7 1. . 
hap. Iv. 

4+ 


Acts xi. 


31. Ce. 


ing of his Preaching at Epheſus, ſays, A great 
Door and effetual is opened unto me: Which 
is interpreted of the great Succeſsfulneſs of his 
Miniſtry 'in that Place, tho' there were many 
Adrverſaries that oppos'd him. He had much 
Liberty in his own Spirit, to ſpeak the Word 
with Boldneſs, that was a Door of Utterance ; and 
it had free Acceſs to the Hearts of Many, that 
was a Dcor of Entrance, for the Confirmation 
and Eſtabliſhment of thoſe that believ'd, and 
promoting the Work of Grace in them, and 
adding Many to their Number by Converſion. 
The Word of Go p there grew mightily and pre- 


vailed. Three thouſand Souls in one Day were 
brought to embrace Chriſtianity, at the Preach- 


ing of Peter, and thoſe advanc'd ſoon to five thou- 
ſand, if that be not a diſtin& Account of ſo ma- 
ny more converted at another Sermon. When 
they that were ſcatter'd abroad in the Perſecu- 


tion that aroſe about Stephen, travell'd to Phe- 


nice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the Lord 
JEsus, the Hand of the Lord was with them, and 


a great Number beliewed, and turned to the Lord. 


And when Barnabas was ſent to confirm ſome of 
theſe, when he came to Antioch, and had ſeen 
the Grace of God, wiz. in the great and happy 
Effects of it, be was glad, and exhorted them all, 
with full Purpoſe of Heart, to cleave unto the Lord; 


For he was a good Man and full of the Holy Gho#t 


and of Faith, and much People was added unto the 


Lord : Here was a great Blefling accompanying 


Barnabas's Miniſtry, making it effectual to the 
Strengthening and Confirmation of the Con- 
verted, and for bringing in Many more. Of St. 
Paul, and the ſame Barnabas, we are farther 


told, That at Iconium, they went both into the 


Synagegue of the Jews, and fo ſpake that a great 


— 
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Multitude both of the Jews; and alſo of the Greeks 
believed, When at Corinth the Word was re- 
jected by the Fews;.'it ſucceeded among the 
Gentiles ; Many of the Corinthians-bearing, believ- 
ed, and were baptized. And Chriſt encourag'd 
the Apoſtle in a Viſion to go on with his Work, 
and not fear : For (faith he) I am with thee, and 
no Man ſhall ſet on thee to hurt thee, for I have 
much People in this City. He had much for the 
Word to do, in converting and building up ma- 
ny Souls in that Place, and therefore he would 
not have his Apoſtle fear, or flinch from his Du- 
ty ; but go on, giving him to expect his Mini- 
ſtry there ſhould have a full and plenteous Bleſ- 
ſing. When the Word is mighty to the pulling 
down of the ſtrong Holds of Sin and Satan in Ma- 
»y, and ſetting up the Kingdom of Chriſt in their 
Souls, and maintaining and ſtrengthening it, 
and enlarging it ſtill more and more ; here ir 
comes With a full Blefling. And thus for Anſwer 

to that third Enquiry, When comes the Miniſtry to 

a People in the Fulneſs of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel of 
Cbriſt? When the Aims and Intendments of the 
_ Goſpel have a good Effect among them; when 
that Effect is carry d to a conſiderable Height; 
and when this is extenſive, and reaches wide, 
Many are brought in and built up, and the 
Church and Kingdom of CHRIST is enlarg d, and 
thoſe who are in it, are greatly improv'd in 
Knowledge and all Goodneſs, Come we now 
to the 


Q. IV. How appears the Happineſs of this ? 
And, For 


A. 1, Ir makes much for the Honour of God, 
Viz. 
(1.) As 


A 


— 
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Eph. iv. 
21. 


1 Pet. ii. 


Ia. xliii 7. 
21. 


— 


(1.) As beſt anſwering bu Calls and Eupecta- 
tions, The En 
niſtry of it, are herein moſt fully reach'd, and 
his Inſtitution comply'd with; which muſt be 
for his Glory : Obedience is the beft Way of 
glorifying Gob. Now where a Miniſtry comes 
with this Effect, 2 - GOD moſt and beſt 
obey'd: The Thing itſelf, viz. complying with, 
oo anſwering the Goſpel Infituccn, in ſuch 
Manner, is the higheſt and greateſt Expreſſion 
of Obedience ; and is follow'd with moſt of a 
dutiful Frame and Life, a Courſe of ſtricteſt 
and exacteſt ſerving of God; and bringing forth 
the Fruirs of Obedience to him, by which He is 
glorify d. Herein z my Father glorify d, (ſaid Chriſt) 
that ye bear much Fruit, ſo ſhall ye be my Diſciples 
So ſhall you moſt clearly, and in the beſt Man- 
ner, ſhew that you are ſuch, and be own'd 
by me as my Scholars, thoſe who have learned 
the Truth as it is in Feſus. What is the Honour 
of God, but to have his Will thus comply'd with 
in all Things? Where the Goſpel comes with 
ſuch a blefled Effect, here is the moſt full an- 
ſwering and falling in with what Gop requires, 
and makes for his great Praiſe. St. Peter ſpeak- 
ing of Perſons thus goſpeliz'd, (as we may 
lay) You (faith he) are a choſen Generation, a roy- 
al Prieſthood, an holy Nation, a peculiar People, 
that ye ſhould ſhew forth the Praiſes of him who hath 
called you out of Darkneſs into his marvellous Light. 
There's the End of all thoſe Privileges and 
Bleflings of the Goſpel, the Honour of God, the 
Great eAuthor, Beſtower and Worker of all. Ic 


ſeems to refer to what Gop ſaid by T/aiah, This 
People have I formed for myſelf, they ſhall ſhew forth 
my Praiſe : They ſhall declare both by Word and 

N Deed, 


of his Goſpel, and of the Mi- 
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Deed, what makes for my Honour, and may 
excite others to praiſe and glorify me. Ye alſo r pet. iis 
as lively Stones are built up a ſpiritual Houſe, an 5 

holy Prieſthood to offer up ſpiritual Sacrifices accepta- 

ble to God by Feſus Chriſt, ſaid the Apoſtle Peter: 

Theſe are they, who in their Frame, and Life 

and Carriage, are moſt co Gop's Honour, 

paying him moſt Reſpect and Duty, ſhewing 

forth moſt of his Perfections unto the World. 

Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, Eph. i. 2, 
(ſaid St. Paul) who hath bleſſed as with all ſpiritual Cc. 
Bleſſings in heaven'y Places (or Things) in Chriſt 

Feſws, according as He bath choſen us in bim; that 

we ſhould be holy and without Blame before him, in 

Love, to the Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace; or of 

his glorious Grace : The greater the Meaſure 

of Holineſs, the more Glory to Gor, the Foun- 

rain and Worker of it : As the ſame Apoſtle, 
ſpeaking to the Philippians, ſays, I pray that Phil. i. 9. 
your Love (viz. to GOD and Men) may abound 

more and more in Knowledge and in all fudgment, 

that you may approve Things that are excellent, that 

you may be ſincere and without Offence, till the Day 

of Chriſt, being filled with the Fruits of Righteouſ- 

neſs, which are by Feſus Chrift, unto the Glory and 

Praiſe of God. This full Bleſſing of the Goſpel, 

then, makes for the Glory of Gop, in cauſin 

fulleſt Obedience to his Commands. Where this 

is, the Goſpel Inſtitution (the Aim of which 

is Gop's Glory) is beſt anſwer'd, and his Calls 

and Expectations therein moſt fully comply d 

with ; and this makes for Go D's Honour. As 

it does alſo, 


(2.) By increaſing the Number, aud heig hten- 
ing the Excellency and Luſtre of his Servants. In Prov. xiv. 
the Multitude of People (ſaich the wiſe Man) 1 28. 
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the King's Honour. So is it of the King of Kings; it 
makes for his Glory the greater Additions there 


are of willing and faithful Subjects to Him ; and 


the more of Excellence in thoſe Subjects, the 
Honour ſtill the greater. As for a King to rule 
over, not only a numerous, but a wiſe and 
good, an induſtrious and faithful People; this 
muſt ſpeak him great: indeed, and give him 
much Regard and Conſideration, both at Home 
and Abroad. O how glorious is Gop in his 
Court and Preſence- Chamber above, with that 
vaſt and ſplendid Train of Domeſticks and At- 
tendants on him there! Angels of ſeveral Ranks 
and Orders, and Spirits of juſt Men made per- 
fect! And for filling more and more that King- 
dom of Glory in Heaven, is the Kingdom of 
his Grace here on Earth; the bringing Perſons 
into which, and improving them in Holineſs as 
much as may be, is the greateſt Honour to Gop 
in this World. For this Purpoſe is the Goſpel; 
and this it effects in proportion as it comes with 
a Bleſſing, as it increaſes the Number and bright- 
ens the Graces of Gop's People, who, the more 


pure, and perfect, and ſhining they are, the 


2 Theſ. i, more becoming his Excellent Majeſty : He is 
10. glorified in his Saints, and admired in them that be- 


lieve. What Splendor like that of Grace? This 


et cx. 3, 15 true Excellency. We read of the Beauties of 


' Holineſs, it has all Comlineſs and Worth in ir. 
Thus then, a Miniſtry Coming to a People in 
the Fulneſs of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel, is happy, as 
it makes much for the Honour of Go p, in 
the moſt full Compliance wich his Aim and Will 
in his Inſtitution, and increaſing the Number, 
and heightening the Excellency and Luſtre of 
his Servants, And, 
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2. IT makes for pleaſing God alſo: Not only 
by bringing Him that Honour, of which under 
the former Head ; but as framing to Him more 
Objects, and thoſe more fit for his Complacence 
and Delight. Man's Miſery wy draw Pity ; but 
till he be made pure and holy, he can't be meet 
for the divine Pleaſure : The Rigbteous Lord lov- Pſal. xi.7. 
eth Righteouſneſs, and hit Countenance beholdeth the 
Upright :' His pleaſed Countenance, that is. Ho- 
| lines is his Image and Likeneſs, which He can't 
but love where-ever He ſces it. Now the Go- 
ſpel, where it comes with a Bleſſing, inſtamps 
this Image: We all with open Face bebolding as in 2 Cor iii. 
4 Glaß the Glory of the Lord, (faith the Apoftle, s. 
ſpeaking of the Goſpel-Glaſs) are changed into 
the ſame Image, from Glory to Glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord. Seeing in the Goſpel the Re- 
preſentation of Go D's Holineſs, which is his 
Glory, the Spirit of GoD by its Operation, 
makes the Sight impreſſive of Holineß, which is 
a divine Glory, upon the Soul, not perfect at 
firſt, but by beholding, growing more and 
more toward it, from Glory to Glory. Where the 
Goſpel comes with a Fulneſs of Bleſſing, it 
makes Perſons and Churches eminent and con- 
ſpicuous in this, and anſwerably pleaſing unto 
Gor. How fair, and how pleaſant art thou, O Cant. vii. 
Love, for Delights ! ſaith CyrisT to his Church, C. 
for the excellent Graces that are in thee, which 
make thee amiable and delightful ro me in the 
higheſt Degree: So much the abſtract Plural 
imports, thy Holineſs, which is thy Beauty, 
makes thee all Delights to me. Thou baff ra-—iv. 9. 
viſbed my Heart (faith he in another Place) with 
one of thine Eyes, with one Chain of thy Neck : Leav- 
ing it to be concluded, how amiable thoſe 
* I Perſons 
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Perſons and Societies appear, when the whole of 
their Graces and Perfections are look'd upon, 
if but one or two, a Part of them, could have 
ſuch Effect. Where the Goſpel comes with 4 
full Bleſſing, then, what Delights are here pre- 
par d for Go p's Eye! This makes ſuch faccord- 
ing to another Metaphor in that divine Song) 
like a Garden full of fragrant Flowers, and plea- 
ſane Fruits, into which the Maſter delights to 
come. This then accounts well for the Hap- 


pineſs of a Miniſtry ſo coming; it makes for 


. as well as honouring of GoD, Far- 
ther, TAR 


3. THIs makes for the Credit of Religion: 
That it is ſuch a Thing as wants but to be ſeen, 
and rightly underſtood, to obtain Eſteem and 
Reſpect in the World. Were there fairer Co- 
pies of it, and in greater Number, how would 
the Repute thereof be advanc'd and rais'd! At 
leaſt, where Prejudices are not exceedingly 
rooted and violent. They are the fad Defects 


and Blemiſhes in the Lives of Chriſtians, that 
make Chriſtianity itſelf ſo ready to be lighted 


and diſregarded, and ſometimes to be reproach'd 
too; as if it taught no better, when many, who 
pretend to have learn'd it, are ſeen to live no 


better. When the Goſpel comes in the Fulneß of 


the Bleſſing of it, this Ground of Reproach is 


prevented, or taken away ; Religion there 
ſhines out with greateſt Luſtre and Beauty, and 
the Amiableneſs of it is made to appear in the 
Eyes of all. When its Profeſſors are made ſo 


much liker toGoD and CnrisrT, as then they 


will be, what Reputation muſt it get, and what 


Advantage to recommend and ſpread itſelf more 


in the World? How deſirable and happy 2 


Thing 
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Thing therefore muſt it be, for a Miniſtry thus 
to come to a People in the Fulneſs of the Bleſſing of 

| the Goſpel of Chriſt ; that Prejudices againſt Religi- 
on may be moſt effectually hinder'd or remov'd, 
Love and Eſteem of it rais'd, and fo a Way 
made for its more ready and univerſal obtaining, 
where the Goſpel comes? This then is another 

Account: A Miniſtry ſo coming makes for the 
Credit of Religion, and ſo ior advancing it in the 

World. And again, 


4. Tris recommends the Goſpel itſelf, that is 
the Means of ſo much Good. It ſhews it not to 
be a weak and powerleſs Inſtitution ; bur mjgh- f 
ty thro' God, to the pulling down the ftrong Holds of 2 Cor. x. 
Satan, and ſetting up the Kingdom of Chriſt, where 4- 
it comes, Nothing commends the Word, and 
Miniftry of ic, like the full, great, and large 
Effects and Succeſſes thereof, in the Hearts and 
Lives of thoſe that hear it; making them better, 
drawing the faireſt and brighteſt Lines and Cha- 
racers of Piety and true Godlineſs upon them. 
This will draw Confeſſions, That God is in it of 
a Truth. The Glory of the Goſpel lies not only in 
the fuller and clearer Diſcoveries of divine Truths 
therein made, the open Manifeſtation of the Will 
of Gop, and Way of Life and Salvation by Jefus 
| Chriſt, and the large and free Tenders thereof 
made unto all; but like wiſe in the mighty Power 
and Virtue going with ir, from which it is cal- 
led, The Miniſtration of the Spirit. The Spirit did in 1 Cor. iji, 
ſome Meaſure and Degree accompany the Old 5: 
Diſpenſation; but now there is a more plenti- 
ful Pouring of ic forth, and the Goſpel is the 
Channel and Way in which it is given, and In- 
ſtrument by which it works. NOW where this 
comin the Fulneſs of the Bleſfing f it, this is 
| 12 ſcen 
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Rom. 1. 
| is 


1 Cor. i. 


ſeen to the Honour and Praiſe of the Word and 


Goſpel itſelf, as well as of G 0D the Author of 


it. This is an Inſtitution which, for its. Efficacy 
and Power to make Men better, to reform the 
World, and fave Mens Souls, far tranſcends all 
the Heathen Wiſdom and Philoſophy, and the 
Jewiſh Pedagogie. St. Taul had an Eye to both, 
when he ſaid to the Romans, I am not aſhamed 


| of the Goſpel of Chriſt, (There is a Litotes in the 


Expreſſion, meaning, I glory in the Goſpel) 


for it us the Power of God unto Salvation, to every 


One that believeth, to the Few firſt, and alſo to the 
Greek ; To the Few firft, becauſe firſt ſent to em: 
who tho' they had the Oracles of God, and the 


Goſpel itſelf, as we may ſay, under a Vail; yet 


thro' their own Blindneſs, and the Obſcurity 


of the Medium, could comparatively ſee little 


in it, nor feel much Vertue from it: and there- 
fore it needed a more clear Diſcovery, and more 
of the Spirit accompanying it, to give it Force 
on their blind and dead Souls ; as accordingly 
here is in the New Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, 
and thereby tis able to fave the eus, and alſo 


the Greeks, Thoſe whom all their Arts and Scien- 


ces, and boaſted Learning and Philoſophy, long 
Experience had ſhewn could not quicken to any 
thing of a divine and holy Life ; yet Theſe, a 
powerful Goſpel could convert and fave. How 


much greater Virtue is here therefore, than in 


the Jewiſh Pedagogie, or Heathen Oratory and 
Philoſophy ! After that in the Wiſdom of God, the 


World by Wiſdom knew not Jod, (ſaith the fame 


Apoſtle elſewhere) it pleaſed God by the Fooliſhneſs 
of Preaching to ſave them that believe: That, 
which proud and ignorantMen call'd and count- 
ed Fooliſhnef, this the Wiſe and Good Gop, by 
his Bleſſing, makes the effectual Means of Con- 

Eo inert verſion 
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verſion and Salvation. This Vertue and Power 
of the Goſpel, is no where manifeſted, like as 
there, where it comes in the Fulneſs of the Bleſſing 
of it ; which therefore muſt ſpeak that Miniſtry 
happy wherein it ſo comes, and is ſignally effe- 
cual for Conviction and Converſion of Sinners, 
and Edification of Saints ; advancing them more 
and more in Holineſs and all divine Graces and * 
Perfections: Where little or no ſuch Fruit of it 
is ſeen, the World is ready to think there is no 
great Matter in it; tis no ſuch excellent and 
werful Means and Inſtitution as is pretended; 
tho themſelves be the faulty Cauſes of its Un- 
ſucceſsfulneſs ; for, F our Goſpel be bid, ti hid to 2 Cor. iv. 
them that are loft, in whom the god of ths World 3» + 
| bath blinded the Minds of them that believe not, 
leſt the Light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould 
ſhine wnto them. They wilfully ſhut their Eyes, 
and ſo provoke God to do it judicially ; with- 
holding his Bleſſing from the Word, and leav- 
ing them to their own Blindnefs and Hardneſs. 
Let this, by ſuch obſtinate Sinners, ſhall be 
turn d to the Diſparagement of the Word itſelf ; 
as if that had no ſuch Vertue as is talk'd of. See 
we not, may they be ready to ſay, Multitudes 
that profeſs and live under it, ſhewing no ſuch 
Effects of it 2 What do they more, or how are 
they better than others? Are they not as proud 
and vain, and paſſionate, and worldly, as any ? 
Where then is that ſingular Excellency ſpoken 
of ? Philoſophy has brought ſome to more vir- 
tuous and praiſe-worthy Lives, than many lead, 
who make Profeflion of Chriſtianity. But now 
where a Miniſtry comes in the Fulneſs of the Bleſſing 
of the Goſpel of Chrift, there is more Advantage 
and fairer Ground for preventing or removing 
ſuch Objections and Prejudices ; the great and 
I excellent 
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excellent Power of the Goſpel being there evi⸗ 


dent and conſpicuous: We bave thu Treaſure in 


earthen Veſſels, that the Excellency of the Power may 


be of God, and not of ws, (lays the Apoſtle) i. e. 
may appear to be of Go p, viz. in doing ſo 
great Things by ſuch weak Inſtruments : The 
mighty Power of Gop, and of his Word, is ſeen 
in this. An Excellency of Power there is in the Go- 
ſpel, when it comes with a Fulneſs of Bleſſing 

and this makes for the great Praiſe and Glory of 
it; which accounts for the Happineſs of a Mi- 
niſtry ſo coming to a People. And further, 
another Reaſon may be taken 


5. FROM the great Good hereby unto Men, viz. 


(1.) To thoſe particularly, who are ſo bleſſed : How 
rich and honourable, and every way happy do 
they hereby become ! the ſpecial Delight and 
Favourites of Gop, in whom He takes Compla- 


cence, and to whom He manifeſts and communi- 


cates himſelf more freely, and fully, and com- 
fortably than unto others ; becauſe theſe are by 
his Grace moſt fitted for his Preſence, defire 'and 
delight in Him moſt, and carry beft coward 
Him, and his Spirit. O the Treaſures of Wiſ⸗ 


dom and Knowledge, of Holineſs and Grace, 


of Peace and Joy, that are repoſited in ſuch 


Souls! Where the Goſpel comes with. a full 


Bleſſing, what Good can be wanting? Such 


are madeunderſtanding in their Duty, have In- 


Iſa. xxiv. 
5. 


clination and Strength from Gop to perform 
it, and are prepared for Trials and Sufferings, 


if they come, ſo as to Glorify God in the Fires. - 


They are fortify d againſt Temprarions and ſpi- 


ritual Enemies, any Things or Perſons, that 


* 


would draw or drive them from Go pvp: rn 
aye 
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have a clear and conſtant Spring of Satisfaction 
and Peace in their Breaſts, by the Regularity and 

ood Order brought into their Paſkons and Af- 
ections: the Evidences of GoDs Love: Free- 
dom, in good Meaſure, from Doubts and Fears, 
or they ſoon ſolve and ſcatter them, by in- 
ſpecting themſelves, and conſidering what Gop 
has yr re- : wo for them, and the Bleſ- 
ſings beſtow'd on them, Things that accom . 
3 In a Word, Where * Goſpel 1 * 
with a Fulneß of Bleſſing, GoD, and Chriſt, and 
the Spirit come, with a Meaſure of gracious, 
quickening, and comfortable Operation, more 
than is common to all Believers. Happy Souls 
that are favour'd with ſuch Gueſts | And happy 
Miniſtry that is the Means of ſo much Bleſſing! 
And not only are . Particulars and Individuals 
happy, who are ſo bleſſed ; but 


( (2.) A CyuRcH or Churches wherein Numbers 
of ſuch are; theſe are as @ Field that the Lord hath 
bleſſed, or a Garden watered by bim, and thereby 
made freſh and flouriſhing, ſending forth its fra- 
grant Odours, and delicious Fruits ;, into theſe 
the Great Maſter takes Pleaſure to come, and 
will not repent of all his Care,'and Coft, and 

- Cultivation beſtow'd on them: Let my Beloved Cint iv 

come into bis Garden, and eat bi pleaſant Fruits, 16. 
ſaid the Church. A Garden is an incloſed 
Spot, ſeparated from the Wilderneſs, -or Com- 
mon-Grounds, and: caſt into comely Order, 
ſet with the choiceſt Plants and Flowers, 
and Fruit- bearing Trees, many Times: Un- 
to ſuch are Churches compar'd, in which are the 
Plants of Righteouſneſs, and the Souls of Belie- 
vers, wherein are the precious Graces of God's 
Spirit, The Metaphor ſpeaks the — __ 
Excel- 
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Excellency. of Believers, beyond all others ; and 
of Churches, in which are Many of thoſe ; and 


the Delight and Pleaſure that Chriſt takes in 


them, and in the Actings and Exerciſe of thoſe 
Graces, which are the pleaſant Fruits, the Church 
ſpeaks of, And this Notion imports the Watch- 

ulneſs and Care that is about ſuch Perſons and 
Societies; as a Garden is ſeparated, ſo is it 


. fenced, and defended from what would ſpoil the 


Order, or prejudice the Plantation that is in it: 


Ila. v. 1, My Beloved hath a Vineyard in a very fruitful Hill, 


2. 


—XXV11. 
2, 3. 


Rev. iii. 
7, Cc. 


(vix. the Bleſſing of Gop making it ſo) and be 
fenced it. No Inheritance fo ſecured as Go ps: 
I the Lord do keep it, (ſays he elſewhere) I will 
water it every Moment, leſt any burt it; I will 
keep it Night and Day. Such a flouriſhing, im- 
proved State and Condition of a Church, and 
its Members, makes it moſt like Heaven, of any 
Thing here on Earth. Here Gop has moſt Ho- 
nour, Love, Service and Obedience ; and here 


is moſt of his Favour: and Preſence. On theſe his 


Bleflings deſcend, they have beit Security as to 
the Continuance of his Goſpel and Ordinances 
with them, He will not remove their Candle- 
ſtick, as He threatens to do with unprofitable 
and decaying Churches. There is moſt Hope 
of their being defended too from the Malice 
and Rage of Enemies, ſo as that they ſhall not 
deprive them of their ſpiritual Privileges and 
Enjoyments : In his Epiſtle to the Philadelphian 
Church, who had obtain'd Grace to be faichful 
and honeſt, [Keeping ba Word, and not denying his 
Name: Therefore (lays G 0D) I have ſet before 
thee an open Door, and no Man can ſhut it. Lhave 
given thee Freedom and Liberty of profeſſing 
and propagating my Truth and Goſpel, and it 
ſhall not be in the Power of Men to hinder 


thee, 
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thee. Bede, I will make them of rhe Synagogue if 


Satan; Whith ſay they are Jews, and are not, but 
& lie; (falſe and hypocritical Profeſſors, that is, 
moſt oppoſice to, and Haters of the true, PII 
make them) come and worſhip before thy Feet, (pa) 

outward and civil Reſpects to thee, at leaſt) 7 
to know that I hive loved thee: (viz, more than 
them) Becahſe thou haFt kept the Word of my Patientt, 
I alſo will keep thee from the Hour of Temptation, 
which ſhall come upon all the World, to try them that 
dwell uppn the Earth : A Day and Time of Try- 
al and Petſecution, will come upon the Gene- 
rality of thoſe that profeſs Chriſtianity ; bite 
you that have been faithful and ſincere, and 
cleaved to me, and not declined as to Faith of 
Practice, you I'll take Care of, to ſhelter you 
from the Storm, which will fall upon, and over- 
throw many Churches, as well as particular 
Perſbns. Where the Goſpel cqmes with a Ful- 
neſs of Bleſſing, they ſhall find the Profit and 
Comfort of it; they will be dear toGoD, and 


ſpecially taken Care of by Him. Yea, 


 (3-) Tuts not only puts ſuch Perſons and Churches 
into the befft Capacity and Way of receiving and en- 

ſoying much Good, but alſo of doing much. By that 
hal Skill and Wiſdom, Benignity and Kind- 
nels, fervent Love to Gop and Men, that this 


* 
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Blefling carries in it, what may not be hoped 


for, to tlie mutual Benefit of one another, and 
of chofe about, or in Reach of them? Their emi- 
nehrt Graces will be winning and ingaging, and 


and profitable to as great Extent as may be; 


will put them 2 all Endeavours to be uſeful 


they 1 long and fftĩve to help others to Heaven 


4td Happineſs, by recommending Religion to 
them; and bringing _ to ſee the Beauty, = 
calle 
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taſte the Sweetneſs of it. This full Bleſſing with 
which the Goſpel has come to them, will make 
them an eminent Bleſſing in the Places where 
they are, doing all the Good they can to them, 


and for them, and praying down Bleſſings and 
Mercies from Go D upon them. They I ever 
be imploying and improving their Intereſt in 


that Court above, for the Advantage of their 


Fellow- creatures here below ; and for ſuch Pur- 


poſes, indeed, does Gop eminently bleſs ſome, 
that they may be Bleflings unto more; He 
ſtores, and fills, and uſes them unto ſuch Ends: 
And happy that Miniſtry which thus makes 
ready a People prepared for the Lord. Add 
hereto, 


(4.) T AIS full ſpiritual Bleſſing of the Goſpel, 
where it comes, makes the better Way for outward 
Bleſſings alſo. For, as in reference to Title, 
theſe have the ſame Aſſurance of ſuch Things 


that all godly Perſons have, ji. e. ſo far as they 
are truly good for them, and may ſubſerve to, 


or at leaſt ſtand with their beſt Intereſts; (with 
Reſpect to which Go p will always go, in diſ- 
penſing them unto his Children) ſo here being 
beſt Preparation for receiving and uſing world- 
ly Things aright, GoD may intruſt more of 
them wich ſuch, than otherwiſe He would. 
Go p does not deny or take away ſuch Com- 
forts from his Servants, as grutching them any 
Good, or favouring others on whom He be- 
ſtows them, more than He does his own ; 
but, as ſeeing, in regard of their Corru 

tions, they would be hurtful to them. He, 


Pſ.xxxy.z, Otherwiſe, is a God that rakes Pleaſure in the Pro- 
ſperity of his People ; and were they generally ſo 


fortity'd againſt Ill, and fitted for Good, by 15 
| | : | wit | 


a Suceeſsful MinisTRy. 67 


with ſuch Things, He would many times be- 

ſtow more upon them. Upon this Ground it 

is, that ſome have Hope and Expectation of a 

more happy outward flouriſhing State of the 
Church in the latter Days, becauſe more of a 

Spirit of Holineſs, it is thought, will be pour d forth 

which will turn all to the Honour of Gop, and 
farthering of what is good, and keep from Abuſe 

of earthly Bleſſings, and then they ſhall be fa- 

vour'd with greater Plenty of them. The chiet- 

eſt Glory of the Church will be, indeed, its in- 

ward Purity; but outward Proſperity, in Con- 
junction with that, may give it alſo ſome Ad- 
vantage. Upon e Mount Sion ſhall be Deliverance, Obad wer. 
and there ſhall be Holineſs, and the Houſe of Jacob 17. 

ſhall poſſeſs their Poſſeſſions. Where the Goſpel 

comes with a Fulneſs of Bleſſing, it will teach 

how to abound, if Gop ſee fit to increaſe the 

Store, and may make the better Way for ſuch 
Increaſe, Gor bleſſed the Houſe of Obed-edom, 2 Sam. vi. 
for his willing entertaining the Ark; and ſo may 11. 

He Families and Churches, where his Goſpel 

is received and improved in the beſt Manner 

and Meaſure : For, Godlineſ x profitable for all 1 Tim. iv, 
Things, having Promiſe of the Life that now is, 8. 

and of that which is to come. Which ſuggeſts 
another Account of the Happineſs of a Miniſtry 

that comes to a People in the Fulneſs of the Bleſ- 


ſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt, viz. | 


(5.) Nor only an Increaſe of Benefits here, but 
hereafter. The more Grace and Holinels in this 
World, the more Glory in the other. That 
there will be Degrees of Glory in Heaven, 1s 
evident in the Word; the Parable of the Ta- 
lents ſhews, That according to Mens Truſts, 
and Improvements, will be their Reward. As 
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portion d to | 
Pager of the Juſt, will be to- their Righteouſ 
NE1S 


in Matter of Puniſhments, they will be pro- 
ens Offences; 1o: the g ecom- 


and Obedience: The former, indeed, of 
Debt, but the latter of Grace and fftee Gift; 
and yet in ſome Reſpects juſt too, vis. in Re- 


ard of the Promiſe. of Gb, and the Rule of 
Ville bution, which He has been pleaſed to de- 


Rev. xxil. clarè and ſet to himſelf: Bebold, 1 come quickly, 


12. 


(ſaith Chriſt) and my Reward u with me, to give 
to every Mlan according to his Work. Chriſt re- 
Wards, Secundum, nen Propter, opera; Works are 
not the meriting Cauſe of the Rewards gi: 
ven to the Saints, but the Meaſure by. which 
God goes in beſtowing of them. The leaſt ſin- 
gere Service ſhall not go without its Recom- 
dence, all that are faithful to Death, ſhall have 2 
3 of Life ; but the Crowns of ſome will be 
more. weighty and ſplendent, than thoſe of 


others, according as they have been eminent in 


Grace and Holineſs, and abundantin the Fruits 


1 Cor. 
XV, 58. 


Gal. vi. 7. 


2 Cor. ix. 
5 


of Rightcouſneſs. Be fedfait and: unmoveable, 
always abounding in the Work of the Lord; (ſaith 


the Apoſtle) for. as much as ye know, that your 


Labour is not in vain in the Lord. It would, in 
part at leaſt, be in vain, if an higher Degree 
and fuller Meaſure turn'd to no more Account, 
than a leſs, the abounding would be of no Pro- 
fit; but it ſhall not be fo. MWhatſoever.a Man 
ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap : There's for the 
Kind. He that ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall reap ſpa- 
ringly ; and he that ſoweth bountifully, ſhall reap. 
boyntifully: There's for the Degree. Gop thus 
encourages Endeavours aſter the higheſt At- 


tainments in Grace, and Meaſures of Obe- 
dience, by Promiſes of anſwerably full and 
glorious Communications in the other Lite. 
E. * * 164 "_ *} . Grace 
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Grace more enlarges the Capacity, ſuits the 
daul in Proportion to the Degrees ef it to the 
ſelicitating Object, Who anſwerably lets forth, 
and communicates itſelf to it; © Where is mare 
Knowledge of Gan, will be clearer Viſions of 
Huw; where more Love, will be clofer Union 
with Him, and Adherence to Him, and higher 
Complacenctes and Delights in Him. How 
happy is that Miniftry then, which coming 
with a full Bleſſing, is the Means to ſuch exal- 
ted Happineſs ' above? As this brings down © * i) 
much of Heaven now, in the Pegce and Jah- * 
that it begets in the Soul, and gives abundant, 
i. 4. triumphant Entrance into it at laſt, ſo it 

laces in the higheſt Seats there. That ſuch 4 

iniſtry is happy, is ſeen in the Ræwards pro- 
miſed to the Miniſters imployed and uſed 
therein. They wha have this divine Skill and 
Wiſdom, ſball ſhine a5 the brightneſs of the Firma- Dan, xii. 
ment; and they (that. turu many to Righteomſneſs,as the 3. 
Stars for ever. and ever. And thus of the Rea- 
ſons taken from the Subjects of this full Bleſſing, 
the Comfort and Benefit to them; toe Perſons; 
and Societies, in which Numbers of them are; 
the ir enlarged Capacity hereby bath for receiv- 
ing and doing much Good ; the beſt and fairefſt 
Way it puts into, for outward and temporal 
Bleſſings; as well as ſpiricual, at leaſt, for enjoy- 
ing Gop, and caſting bis Love in ſuch Things, 
be they more, or lefs ; and the Promiſe it has 
not only for the Life that now u, but that bib 
a ta ce, A'Fulneſs of Glory, ſutable to what * 
| here is of Grace; greater Happineſs and Joy in 
Heaven, proportionable to the increated Holi- 

neſs here on Earth; an abundant Reward, for 
abundant Work and Service. Add to theſe, one 


Ground more, viz. | | 
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and Thankſgivings to Go p from them. Ho W- 


11 


6. THE great Foy and Comfort to e Miniſters, 


who preach the Goſpel of Peace, and bring Glad- 


Tidings of good Things to periſhing Sinners. When 
the Von peach by them 5 believed, and 
the Meſſage they bring accepted ; when Many 
are turn'd to Righteouſneſs, and the Righteous 
are more and more ſtrengthened and improved 
in Piety and Goodneſs; when thoſe under 
their Charge, thrive and proſper, and increaſe 
with the Increaſes of God, and are filled with 
all bi Fulnef (according as the Apoſtle pray'd 
for the Epheſians) then are the Hearts of Mini- 
ſters glad, more than in any mere human Re- 
ſpects or Advantages, that do, or can come to 
them. This is what they ſtudy, and pray, and 
labour for; Succeſs of their Miniſtry, in the 
fulleſt ſpiritual Profit of their People, crowns 
their Wiſhes, and draws out greateſt Praiſes 


ever it be with themſelves in outward Conſide- 
rations ; whether rich, or poor; honour'd, or 
reproach'd; in eaſie, or afflicted Circum- 
ſtances : yet if Gop owns them, affords his 
Preſence with them, gives them many Seals of 
their Miniſtry, and accompanies their Endea- 
vours with an abundant Blefling, this ſarisfies. 


They are thankful, indeed, that Go p has not 


ſuſpended their own Acceptance and Reward, 


Ifa. xlix. 
5. 


Rom, 1x. 
2. 


on the Succeſs, but on their Faithfulneſs: Where 
this is, Tho Iſrael be not gathered, yet ſhall they be 
glorified. But this does not ſo content, as that 
they can look on ſuch a Caſe, without greateſt 


Afffiction; they muſt and will have Sorrow of 
Heart, and continual Heavinef on ſuch Accounts, 


and bewail it before Go p in all their Addreſ- 
ſes to him. They would readily be at any 
FO © Pains, 
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Pains, endure any Sufferings, undergo any 
Hardſhips, that Barrenneſs might not be upon 
their Miniſtry ; that they might bring man 
Souls to GoD, and build them up in Holineſs 
and Comfort, and have Evidence, that their 
Coming to them has been in the Fulneſs of the 
Bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt; and this Grief or 
Joy X Miniſters, on theſe Accounts, is not a 
light or little Thing with Gop. Where a faith- 
ful Miniſtry has little Succeſs, and the Miniſter 
much Sorrow on that Score, it will be found to 
add no little Weight in the Reckoning with 
thoſe who have been the Occaſions of it: A 
Thing fit to be conſider'd by every careleſs and 
unprofitable Hearer. And thus for the eAnſwer 
to the fourth Enquiry, How appears the Ry 
of a « Miniſtry Coming to 4 People in the Fulneſs of 
the Bleſſing of the Goſpel? Proceed we now to 
the next and laſt, viz. 


Q. V. WAT Uſe and Improvement it to be Serm. III. 
made of this Truth ? ws 


A. SEVERAL Deduttions, or Inferences may 


be drawn from it, for Inſtruction and Profit, Par- 
ticularly, 


1. SAD then # a fruitleſs and ineſfectual Mi- 
niſtry; ſuch as come with none, or with but lie- 
tle of the Blefling of the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


(i.) WHERE none of the Bleſſing accompanies 

it, but Perſons remain utterly in their Blind- 

neſs and Corruption ; as if ſuch Means of Light 

and Grace had not at all been vouchſafed to 

them. This is that which the Apoſtle dealt ſo 

earneſtly with the Corinthians upon: " mob 2 Cor, vi. 
Ph, | | alta 1. 
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(faith he) Morkers together with him, beſeech 
you, that you recel ve not the Grace of God in vuin: 


Grace, He had before ſignified, That Gop had 
committed unto them the Miniſtry and Word of 
Reconciliation ; whereupon, faith he, We then as 
Forkers together With bim, as Inſtruments and Un- 
der-workers with GoD, beſeech you, that ye receive 
not the Grace of God, this Word and Miniſtry, 
this Goſpel of G ob's Grace, i» voin, fruitleſ: 
' 5 that 1s, to none of thoſe ſaving and ſancti- 
* Purpoles for which it was revealed. Let 
not Miniſters come and go without their Er- 
IIa. Iiii. 1. rand, complaining as the Prophet Iſaiah, Who 
hath believed our Report? and to whom hath the 
Arm of the Lord been revealed ? Who? 5. e. few 
or none have believed, and felt the mighty 
Power and Efficacy of the Word; ſuch as 1s 
felt, when it comes in the Bleſſing of it. 


 Ohj. Ir it be ſaid; Can Men be blam'd for this ? 

Have they the Command of Gop's Arm, that it 

be revealed, and the Power thereof put forth 
at their Pleaſure? If He would reveal his Arm, 
who can hinder 2 . OD) 1 
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out Gop's Power inabling, which is call'd, re- 

vealing his Arm; yet that He does not reveal 

ic, where the Gofpel comes, will be found 

2 Cor. iv. chargeable upon Perſons themſelves : If our Go- 
8, 4 ſpel be hid, tis hid to them that are loſt, (faith the 
Apoſtle) in whors the god of this World hath blind- 
ed the Eyes of them that believe not, leſt the Light of 

the ploriows Goſpel of Cbriſt, who is the Image of 

Oo, ſhould ſhine umo them. Men, where the Go- 

ipel comes, ate unbelieving ; not - negatively 
e merely, 
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By the Gract Gb, is here meant, the Goſpil of - 


A. THo' it be true, none can believe with- 
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merely, as is the Caſe of Heathens, who have 

not the Means; but poſirively, ſhutting their Eyes 

againſt the Light, and rejecting the Calls and 

Offers of the Word, and then Satan, by Gop's 

righteous Judgment, blinds and hardens them 

more and more, ſo that they judge themſelves un- Acts xiii. 

worthy of eternal Life, wilfally refuſing and turn 46. 

ing away,. when they are invited and called to 

lay Hold of it. You will not come unto me, that John v. 

you may have Life, ſaid Chriſt : "Tis put upon their 42- 

will not; their Deſtruction therefore « of them- Hof. xiii, 

ſelves, tho in God &« their Help. He is able and 9. 

ready to change their unwilling Will; but in 

order to it, He expects Perſons ſhould be ſenſiQ- 

ble of their Need of his Grace, and apply to 

him for it; that they attend where He is wont 

to work, Watching daily at Wiſdom's Gates, and Prov. viii. 

waiting at the Poſts of her Doors; that they ſhould 3+: 

follow him, with humble Importunity, for ſo 

great and neceſſary a Bleſſing. Is leſs than this 

reaſonable ? Should Heaven and Happineſs be 

forc'd upon any? If not, but it be fit and wor- 

thy to be fought, (as who but muſt confeſs it is?) 

where is the Perſon, who can ſtand forth, and 

truly ſay, He hath ſo done, and perſever'd 

therein, and all in vain ? No, we are well aſſur'd, 

that all Mouths will be ſtop'd in the great Day 

of Accounts, and God will be clear when he judzeth, 

and the Methods of his Dealing juſtified before 

Angels and Men: God made e Man upright ; but Eccl. vii. 

he hath ſought out many Inventions. Ine Go 

ſpel, which He ſends, is an apt Means for 

Mens Recovery, and his Spirit ready to co- 

operate with it, and follow it with a Bleſſing; 

but Sinners, thro' their own Blindneſs and Per- 

verſneſs, turn away, either neglecting the 

Means, or being * and careleſs in 775 
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Matth, 


Ule of them, letting looſe their Hearts and Af. 
fections to the World, or to their baſe Luſts. If 


by ſome Word, or Providence, they are in any 


Degree awaken'd, and made to think with ſome 
Seriouſneſs of their eternal Intereſts and Con- 
cerns; yet it ſoon wears off, and they return- 
ing to their wonted Frame, and Courſe, with- 
out any Change, all thoſe Tendencies to Good 
dic away. Would Men pray and not faint; 
ſeek, and hold on therein with Earneſtneſs; 
there is Ground for ſuch to hope and expect 
they ſhall find : They are our bleſſed Saviour's 
own Words, Ask and it ſhall be given you, ſeek and 
ye ſhall find, knock and it ſhall be opened unto you : 


vii. 7, 8. for every One that asketh receiveth, and he that ſeck- 


Col. i. 21. 


eth findet h, and to him that knocketh it ſhall be opened : 
Every One that ſo asketh, viz, ſeriouſly, earneſt- 
ly, and with Perſeverance : That ſeeks in the 
Way and Means, and by the Mediator that Gop 
hath appointed ; who goes to God in Chriſt, and 
looks for the Grace and Blefling of the Goſpel 
thro' him, and for his Sake. Sad then is it, that 
when all on Gop's Part is thus ready, Sinners 
ſhould be ſo backward, and unready, and by that 
Means, tho' the Goſpel come, yet the Bleſſing 
of the Goſpel ſhould be ſtill wanting. With 


how many is it ſo? They remain ignorant under 


Means of Light; Dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins; tho 
they have the quickening Ordinances of the 


Goſpel, they are {till alienated from the Life of 


God, and Enemies in their Minds by wicked Works. 
Tho' they have the Word and Miniſtry of Re- 
conciliation among them, how is Guilt hereby 


aggravated! everlaſting Periſhing endangered, 


and that too under more Woe than any others : 


Againſt theſe, ſlighted and abuſed Mercy, as 


well as offended Juſtice, will riſe in * 


a Succeſsful Mi NIST R v. 


A rejected and deſpiſed Saviour, as well as a 
righteous Ruler, will come ro reckon with 


them. If I bad not come and ſpoken to them, (ſaid John xv. 
Chriſt) they had not had Sin, none ſo great, none 22. 


of this Kind, TO Unbelief, and rejecting 
me and my Goſpel ; but now they bawde no Cloke 
for their Sin. This Rejecting the Remedy leaves 
chem utterly without Excuſe ; ocher Sins might 
have been pardoned, were it not for this, which 
binds down the Guilt of all, and is itſelf greater 


and blacker than all the other; being againſt 


infinite Love and Grace, which, if any Thing, 
ſure ſhould have won and engaged the Heart, 
and have conquered its Averſion. This brings 


Wrath to the utmoſt; more tolerable will it be Matth. x. 
for Tyre and Sidon, Sodom and Gomorrah, thoſe 15. 
Heathen Lands, than for ſuch Sinners as theſe, —xi. 2: 


If the Miniſtry be happy, which comes with a 
Fulneſs of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel, how fad is it 
then, where it comes utterly without a Bleſ- 
ſing 2 ſad for ſuch Souls, ſuch Places. With the 
Body of the Jens it was ſo, and what came of 


them ? They were rejected from their Church- 


State; yea, their Temple and Nation deſtroy d, 
and themſelves made Vagabonds on the Earth, 
unto this Day. Only a Remnant of chem called 
and converted by the Goſpel, who coaleſce with 
the Gentile Churches. And probably, where 
Go ſends his Goſpel, He has ſome to call and 
ſave thereby , tho' che Generality be harden- 
ed. Wherefore, 


(2.) In a Degree it is ſad too, where the Go- 
bel comes not with ſo full 4à Bleſſing, as would be 
wiſhed ; either as to the Numbers ſawingly wrought 
on thereby, or as to Emrinency and Growth in Grace, 
_ where it bath been wrought in Truth, If, compara- 


tively, 
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tively, few be converted, and ſuch as really 
are, yet remain weak and unthriving, and 


make not the Proficiency which they might, 


and ſhould ; both theſe Ways, tis Matter of 


Concern, and afflictive Conſideration, to ſuch 


as are good. : 


DI.] THAT the Devil's Kingdom ſhould be ſo 
wide and extended, and Chriſt's ſo narrow and con- 
fn'd; that, tho? in reſpe& of Right, all Souls 
are his; yet his Righe ſhould be. practically 
own'd and yielded to by ſo few, when the Re- 
cognizing it by them, would be ſo infinitely to 
their Benefit, as well as his Honour ; and Re- 


fuſal is ſo fatal, holding them under Chains of 


Darkneſs to a Day of moſt fearful Judgment 
and Indignation. If we look oyer a Land or 
Place; yea, or a Congregation ; and: conſider 
how many there may be, of whom it may be 
feared, that tho' they have the Goſpel, yet it 
hath not come to them with the Bleſſing of it, 
how ſad Thoughts may it raiſe ? Such a Conſi- 


deration as this, tis ſaid, drew Tears from the 
Eyes of St. Chryſaſtom, when he was preaching 


to his People; it it do not the like in others, 
it may ariſe more from Want of like Tender- 
neſs, and affecting Senſe and Concern in the 
Preacher, than that the Caſe is better. It con- 
cerns all, both Miniſters and People, to lay to 
Heart the ſmall Number of real ſerious Chriſti- 
ans every where. That ſo few ſuch riſe up to 
fill the Places of thoſe who have been taken 


away. May the Goſpel come with. a more 


plentiful Bleſſing in this ReſpeR, that there 
may be a greater Number of holy, practical 
Chriſtians ; che Smallneſs of which may, and 


ſhould 


— 
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ſhould be for a Lamentation, And not that 
only but; 


[z.] THAT ſuth & are good, and have receiv- 
ed ſomewhat of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel, yet have 
it to no greater a Degree : That Knowledge, and 
Faith, and Holineſs, the. Gifts and Graces of the 
Sptrit, are no more abounding in them ; and 
that the Fruits of Righteouſneſs are ſo ſcanty in 
the Lives of Profeſſors. The Deſign of the Go- 
ſpel, where it comes, is not only to work Grace, 


but to water it when wrought, that it may in- 


creaſe, and be fruitful. ; that it may put forth 
itſelf in all proper Actings and Exerciſes, to the 
Glory of Gop, and Good of Men; that Believ- 


ers may be ſtrong in the Grace that u in Chriſt Fe- 2 Tim. ii. 
ſus ; that they may be abounding in good Works. | _ 
r. xv. 


I am the true Vine, (ſaith Chriſt) and my Father 8 
1 the Husbandman ; every Branch in me, that bear- John xy, 


eth not Fruit, He. taketh. away ; and every Branch 1, 2. 


that beareth Fruit, He purgeth it, that it may bring 


forth more Fruit; and herein is my Father glorified, Ver. 8. 


that ye bear much Fruit, ſo ſhall ye be my Diſciples : 
Se; ſhall you appear to be mine indeed; ſuch as 


have been taught to good Purpoſe. Abundance 


of good Fruit, commends the Stock, and the 
Care of the Husbandman, in what was needful 
to promote Fruitfulneſs ; but Barrenneſs, and 
an unthriving State, eſpecially where much 
Care, and Coſt, and Labour has been expend- 
ed, that's unpleaſing. For Chriſtians to be low 
and weak in Grace, tho' of conſiderable Time 


and Standing in the Church, and ſcanty in 
good Works; this ſhews, that tho“ they have en- 


joy d the Goſpel not altogether, without a Bleſ- 


ling, yet not in ſuch Fulneſs, as might and 


ſnould have been, which would have made them 
. e been, 18 more 
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more thriving. And this is a Caſe, tho' not ſo 
bad as the former, yet which is to be refleted 


on with Shame and Grief : That when the Go- 


ſpel is ſo apt a Means for fpiritual Growth and 
Proficing, and deſign'd, and given for that Pur- 
poſe, and therefore continu'd ſo long with a 
People, and they under it ; yet it ſhould have 
no more of its intended Effect. As the Bleſſin 

of the Goſpel, is the ſpecial deſirable Thing, ſo is 
the Fulneß of that Bleſſing, moſt deſirable ; and 
any faulty Coming ſhort to be bewailed, and 
look'd on with Humiliation. Is the Goſpel fo 
full of Virtue, and Power, and pregnant with 


= many Bleſſings? and ſhall ſo little of its good 


Effects be taken up with, and reſted in? Will 
not all that Grace and Goodnels be longed for, 
and look'd after in, and by it, which it is apt, 
and deſign'd to work and produce? and De- 
fects be lamented ? Where there is Coldneſs and 
Indifferency about a fuller Bleſſing, it will render 
it ſuſpicious, whether the Goſpel has come with 
any true and ſpecial Bleſſing at all. Grace is of 
that excellent Nature, that where it is in Sin- 
cerity, more, even to the full Perfection of it, 
will be long d for. 
fied with ſmall and weak Degrees, ſhews Igno- 
rance of its Worth, is a Meaſure of lighting and 
deſpiſing of it: Which how can a true Chriſti- 
an think of without great Concern ? Thus then 
of this firſt Deduction; Sad x a fruitleſs and in- 
eſfectual «Miniſtry among @ Teople, ſuch as comes 
with none, or with but little of the Bleſſing of the 


Goſpel of Chriſt. Where this Grace is received 


either totally in vain, as to the great ſaving De- 


ſigns of it; or the Bleſſing reaches but few, 
and thoſe in weak and low Degrees, Go p is 


little honoured, Religion little credited in ſuch 
a Place, 


To ſit down eaſy and fatiſ- 
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a Place, and little Good done to the Souls of 
Men ; nothing anſwerable to thoſe great and 
glorious Things, which the Goſpel is fitted to 
produce, and which it will effect, where it 
comes with a full Bleſſing. Wherefore 


2. TH1s ſhould put Perſons and Churches on 
Conſideration bow it M with themſelves in this Mat- 
ter. We have the Miniſtry of the Word ; but 
how is it in Reference to the Bleſſing? Does ic 
come to us in the Truth and Fulneſs thereof, ſo - 
as is molt deſirable ? Is not the Finger here up- 
on our own Sore, among whom it may be 
feared too little of the bleſſed Effects and Fruits 
of the Goſpel are to be ſeen ? How few hear we 
of, who are touch'd and effectually wrought 
upon by the Word, and cry out, bat muſt we do 
to be ſaved? Were much of the Bleſſing of the 
Goſpel accompanying it, would not more of this 
be met with 2 Sinners awaken'd and caſt down 
before Go p, and humbled in the Senſe of their 
Sin and Miſery, and inquiſitive after Relief, de- 
ſiring Help for their ſpiritual Wounds, that they 
might be carry'd on to a good Iſſue; neither 
palliated, nor skin'd over too ſoon, nor lie 
open and unbound up, till the Soul bleed and die 
away in Deſpair? Glad would the Hearts of Mi- 
niſters be, and of all who have themſelves receiv- 
ed the Goſpel with the Bleſſing of it, were there 
daily Inſtances of ſuch a Kind. But, alas ! how 
rare are they! Who hath believed our Report? and 
to whom hath the Arm of the Lord been revealed? 
Few, too too few, that hear the Goſpel, be- 
lieve and obey the Goſpel. The Word is power- 
ful, able to pull down the ſtrong Holds of Satan, and 
to ſet up the Rule and Kingdom of Chriſt in the 
Heart; but it works not neceſſarily, as the Fire 
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burns but according as Gop is pleaſed to work ; 
in and by it. And He pleaſes to co-operate,when 


Means are uſed and attended on in ſuch Man- 


ner, as He has appointed : He will not be want- 
ing to his own Inſtitutions: Where they prove 
fruitleſs, the Cauſe will be found not in Go p, 
or his Word; but in the Formality and Carleſ- 
neſs, or other Miſcarriage of thoſe who come 
to hear it. And as to further Improvements and 
Growth in Grace, To him that hath, i. e. who 


ſhews by due Uſe that he hath, who ſtirs up, 
and exerciſes Grace received, to him ſhall more 


be given. Is it ſo with us? Such as are Chriſti- 
ans indeed, are they growing and thriving Chri- 
ſtians? Is there Increaſing in Knowledge, Love, 


Spirituality,and Heavenlineſs of Heart and Life * 


Is there more Humility, Self-denial, Crucifixion 
to the World by the Croſs of Chriſt, Readineſs 
to, and Delight in doing Good ? Is there adding 


Grace to Grace? and one Degree of Grace to a- 
nother ? ſuch Diligence in, and Communicative- 


neſs of Good, ſuch Zeal and Activity in the Ser- 
vice of God, high prizing of his Ocdinances,con- 
{tant, careful, and ſerious Attendance on them 
to be ſeen, as are Evidences of a thriving and 
growing State, and the Miniſtry's Coming in 
the Fulneſs of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chri#t ? 

juſt Miſ-givings? How 
few ſuch underſtanding, diligent, and ſerious 
Chriſtians are to be found, who, by how much 


they excel in Knowledge, and other Graces, are 


the more humble withal , as knowing from 
whom all have heen received ; and the greater 


their Proficiency by Ordinances, the more they 


value em, and are more careful to. wait on Gop 


in them; believing the ſame Means needful to 
maintain and carry on the Work of Grace, 


which 
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which was to begin it; and that the Word is not 
only the immortal Seed of a holy and ſpiritual 
Life, but the Food alſo, whereby tis preſetved 


— — 


and nouriſhed up to Life eternal: I commend Ads xx. 


you to God, and to the Word of b Grace (ſaid the 32. 


Apoſtle) which i able to build you up, and to give 
you an Inheritance among all them that are [anifi:d. 
And thus of this ſecond Head of Improve- 
ment; Ir ſhould put Perſons and Churches on Conſi— 
deration how tis with them in this Matter. And, 


3. IN what Meaſure a e Miniſtry is nnfpuitful, 
and deſtitute of a divine Bleſſing, it ought deeply to 
affect, and to put all concern d on Enquiry into the 
faulty Cauſes, and ſpeedy Endeawours for Removal 
of them. 

5 HE Goſpel, and Miniſtry of it, is an en- 
riching Treaſure, made up of many ſpiritual and 
heavenly Bleſſings and Benefits; that it ſhould 
come to a People, and yet they remain poor 
and empty, nothing the better, but, by Abuſe 
and Unprofitableneſs, much the worſe under it, 
that is ſad. Such is the Caſe where the Blefling 


of the Goſpel goes not with the Diſpenſation of 


the Goſpel: And ſuch in Part, where, tho' 
ſome what of the Blefling accompany ir, yet 
tis bur little. The Comfort and Uſefuln:{# of ſuch, 
will be proportionably /ow, as their Grace is 
weak. They can't taſte ſo much of the Delights 


and Pleaſures of Religion, and of the Word oft 


God; nor feel thoſe Joys, which (ſometimes 
at leaft) they do, to whom the Goſpel comes 
with a Fulneſs of Bleſſing; nor are like to bring 


Gop fo much Glory, or do ſo much Good a 
mong Men, as theſe. Where any right Senſe 


and judgment of Things is, ſuch a Caſe muſt 
be afflicting, and make Perſons inquiſitive after 
OT tl. 
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the Cauſes thereof, and ſollicitous for the Re- 
moval of them. If it be ask d, 


Q. WHAT may be the Cauſe, or Cauſes of 


this? For 


eA. 1. T HIS may be partly, perhaps, thro 
Default of thoſe, who miniſter in boly Things. If 
there be Want of neceſſary Skill, or Faithful- 
neſs, or Diligence ; it there be perſonal Sins, 
and Miſcarriages, which provoke Gop to deny 
his Bleſling on their Endeavours, and to refuſe 
them the Honour of being his Inſtruments in do- 
ing much Good to the Souls of Men ; hence 
it may come, that a Miniſtry may be unſuc- 
ceſsful. Some, perhaps, may run, tho' not ſent 
of GoD ; and no Wonder if ſuch be not owned, 


Jer. xxiii. Or proſpered by him: I am againſt the Prophets 


(laid Go p) that uſe their Tongues, and ſay, He 
ſaith, yer I ſent them not, nor commanded them; 
therefore they ſhall not profit this People at all. Yea, 


where may be Gifts, and an outward Call ; yer 


wanting Grace, not having a true Belief, and 


experimental Senſe of ſpiritual and heavenly 


Rom. i. 9. 


Things; as ſuch can't miniſter ſo as to be ac- 
cepted with GO p, for their own Comfort and 


Happineſs ; ſo 'tis not likely that Gop will ſuc- 


ceed them in their Work, as He will thoſe whoſe 
Hearts are right and thorough with him therein, 
and who ſerve Him with their Spirit in the Goſpel 
of his Son. Tis not deny'd, but the miniſterial 
Acts of thoſe others are valid, and Go D may 
ſerve Hiniſelf oſ their Gifts, and make them in 
ſome Ways and Meaſure profitable in his Church; 


but ſo full a Blefling is not likely to accompany 


their Miniſtrations, as the Labours of the latter. 
Both in the Nature of the Thing, and by the 
8 righteous 
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righteous ordering of Gon, the Endeavours of 
honeſt, faithful, and ſincere Miniſters, are more 
likely to profit a People, than of others; their 
own Faith and Experience, and lively Senſe of 
the Things which they treat of, enables and fits 
them to ſpeak with more Wiſdom and Life to 
their Hearers, and ſo to work more on their 
Judgments and Affections. Not that it is by any 
Skill or Grace in the Miniſter, that the Work of 
Grace is effected in the People; that is from the 
Word, and the Spirit of Gov giving it Efficacy; 
Neither i he that planteth any Thing, nor he that 1 Cor. iii. 
watereth, but God that giveth the Increaſe : Never. 7- 
theleſs, thoſe Qualifications in the Miniſter, 
render him the fitter Inſtrument for this Work ; 
and ordinarily Go p will rather own and proſ- 
per ſuch therein, than thoſe who have Gifts on- 
ly ;. I fay, ordinarily, for a good Man and Mini- 
ſter may, by faulty Negligence, provoke Gop to 
_ withhold that Bleſſing from his Miniſtrations, 
which otherwiſe they might be follow'd with. 
It even ſuch who are qualified, and called, and . 
ſent of Go Þ to this Work, and whoſe Hearts, y 
for the main, are right in ir, yet remit their 4 
Diligence, fall into ſinful Sloth and Lazineſs, : 
give not themſelves to Reading, Meditation and 5. 
Prayer; if they ſtir not up the Gift that is in them; 1 
and eſpecially it they fall into any greater Miſ- 
carriages bringing Diſcredit to their Calling and 
Profeſſion; it will not be ſtrange, if the Ule- 
fulneſs and Succeſs of ſuch be hinder d, and the 
Bleſſing of the Goſpel go not with the Miniſtry 
of the Goſpel in their Hands ; which makes it 
needful, therefore, for Miniſters to /ook ro them- 1 Tim. iv. 
ſelves, as well as to their Doctrine, and to the Flock, _ 
according to the Charge given to them. A Mi- zg. 
niſters perſonal Defects, or Miſcarrag :s, may 
1 R fend. 
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Coloſ. iv. 
17. 


render his Labours unprofitable, or leſs profitable 
to a People. Thoſe of us, therefore, who are cal- 
led to this ſacred Function, it behoves greatly to 
conſider and take heed that we fulfil it; that we 
be wanting in Nothing that may be needful on 
our Part to further the Succeſs of the Goſpel. 
Labour we for Skill in the Word of Righteouſ- 


_ neſs, Ability to divide it aright, and diſtribute 


James i. 
19. 


Ver. 18. 


to every One his proper Portion; be we diligent 
and faichfull in diſpenſing the Word, and in aM 
the Parts and Duties of our miniſterial Calling; 
be we humbled whereinſoever we may have 
been wanting, and watch, for the future, againſt 
flagging in our Zeal for Gob and his Honour, 
and the Good of Souls ; ſet we ourſelves to pro- 
mote them to the utmoſt that we are able; long 
we, and pray, and ſtrive that our Miniſtry may 
be accompany'd with the Fulneſs of the Bleſſing 
of the Geſp of Chriſt, | 


A. 2. THis Unprofitableneſs of a e Miniſtry, 


ma) come thro Default of the People. As, 


(1.) By Negle& of Attendance on it. How 
ſhould the Word profit, if Perſons put not them- 
{elves ſo much as in the Way of it? Whoſoever 
would have the Bleſſing of the Word, muſt 
come under the Diſpenſation of the Word. Let 
every Man be ſwift to hear, ſaith St. James: Tis 
ſpoken upon having mention'd the Word of God 
as the Means of ſpiritual Renewing ; Of hs own 
Hall begat He us, with the Word of Truth, &c. 
wherefore, let every Man be ſwift to hear, 1. e. 
careful and ready to attend on the Miniſtration 


of the Word. Tis a Duty both in order to that 


holy Change, where it hath not been, and to 
promote and advance it where it is wrought, 
N | n, 
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Thoſe, who are begotten by the Word of Truth, are 
thus charg'd to be ſwift to bear; and to ſuch, 
ſaith St. Peter, As new born Babes, defire the ſincere ; pet. ii. 
eMilk of the Mord, that you may grow thereby, 2. 
While we are in a growing State, which will 
be ſo long as we are on this Side Heaven, the 
Word, which is the Means of Growth, will be a1 
needful to us; Neglect, or ſlighting the Seaſons of : | 
Hearing, therefore, deprives of the Benefit ; the 
Goſpel can't come to ſuch with the Fulneſs of the + 
Bleſſing. It concerns thoſe eſpecially, for whom al 
ſuch Seaſons are intended, to reflect on it. For © 
profane Perſons to ſlight Ordinances, 'tis no 
Wonder: Therefore hear ye not my Words, (ſaid John viii. 
Chriſt) becauſe ye are not of God, you have no 47- 
true Faith in him, or Regard to him : but 
"ſuch as know Gop, and profeſs Regards to 
him, ſhould covet the Seaſons of waiting on 
him, and hearing from him what concerns their 
Duty and Happineſs. Serious, and ſenſible Per- 
ſons, will ſay, as David, A "5 in thy Courts, is PſIxxxiv. 
better than a thouſand ; I had rather be a Door-keep- 10. 
er in the Houſe of my God, than to dwell in the Tents 
of Mic ledneß. Where Ordinances are thus valued, 
and attended on, the Fulneſs of the Bleſſing may be 
hoped for; ſuch, at leaſt, are in the Way of it; 
but if thro' Sloth and Careleſneſs, or a worldly 
Spirit, Seaſons of Hearing are neglected, what 
Advances in Knowledge and Holineſs are there 
like to be? How ſhould ſuch be thriving and 
growing Chriſtians, who uſe not the Means of 
Growth? Neglect of Attendance on the Word 
therefore, deprives of the Bleſſing. And fo will 


(2.) FAULTS in the Manner of Attendance, 
viz. If it be without Seriouſneſs and Reverence, 
becoming the Ordinance of Gop; without an 
e 2 Fe awakened 


7 
Lf: 4 


The HAPPBINESS of 


ä 


awakened Senſe of ſpiritual and heavenly Con- of tl 
cerns, that they are Matters of Life and Death, Perl, 
of eternal Happineſs or Miſery, which are treat- far a 
ed of; and without earneſt Deſires of Under- put 
ſtanding and Profiting by the Word. Where this that 
is not propos d as the End, and the Eye and Heart its ce 
upon it in Hearing, What Profit is like to enſue? Neg 
Prov. iv. Hear 5 Children, and attend to know Underſtand- "Mz 
1. ing, ſaid Solomon. Let that be your explicite 
2 Pet. iii. Aim and Deſign in your Coming, Growth in < 
18. Hrace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord and Sa- diar 
viour Feſws Cbriſt. If you are formal and cu- dita 
ſtomary, affording only a bodily Preſence, the end: 
Mind and Thoughts at the ſame time abſent and and 
wandering after Buſineſs or Pleaſure, ſome- tion 
thing foreign from the Matter in Hand, What 
Good is like to be gotten? If wrong Ends and [ 
Motives bring to the Houſe of Gop, wiz. only afre 
to ſee or hear ſome new Thing, to gratify Curioſi- be t 
ty , or furniſh with ſome new Notions, not a its 
Concern for bettering of the Heart and Life ; as a 
How is the Word like to be accompany'd with of | 
a Blefling, and eſpecially with a full one, if at- IS re 
| tended on in ſuch a faulty Manner? Whoever for 
comes to it aright, comes both to pay Homage in C 
unto Go, in the Obſervance of his Inſticutions, ſter 
and with Deſires of Communion with Him, and app 
of ſpiritual, ſaving Good from Him, by his Atten- WO. 
dance; to get more Knowledge of Gop, and of Gui 
his Mind, and Will; more Strength to perform the 
Duty; more Conformity to God, and quickening o 
in his Ways and Service; more Comfort and Nuit 
Peace in their Minds, and Joy in believing; in the 
a Word, to have the Life of Grace maintain d | Ih 
and promoted, and carry'd on, as much as may Wil 
be, toward Perfection. Where the Manner and abl 
Ends of Attendance are nothing ſo, the Bleſſing anc 
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of the Word will be obſtructed. It concerns 
Perſons to examine themſelves herein, and fo 
far as Guilt is found, to be humbled for it, and 
put away ſuch evil Frames and Carriages, all 
that may hinder the Succeſs of the Word, and 
its coming with a full Blefling. And not only 
Neglect of attending, or an undue Manner of 
it, may be the Hinderance ; but further, 


(3.) D1S8REGARD of needful and proper ſubli- 
diary Means and Helps; ſuch as Prayer and Me- 
ditation, repeating and conferring of the Word, 
endeavouring to fix deep the Impreſſions of it, 
and to purſue them in the Life and Converſa- 
tion. 


[1.] NEGLECT of Prayer, viz. before and 
after Hearing; begging of Go p, that it may 
be to Profit. The Word, as was ſaid, works not 
its ſanctifying, ſaving Effects, neceſſarily, but 
as an Ordinance of Gop, and by the Operation 
of his Spirit in, and with it; which tho' Gop 
is ready to afford, yet He will be ſought unto 
for it; and it is not enough that He be ſought 
in concurrence with publick Prayer by the Mini- 
ſter, but Perſons need privately and ſecretly to 
apply to Go and beg this of Him: That He 
would take away whatever may obſtruct, wiz. 
Guilt of any Sin; the Preſence, or to be ſure 
the Prevalence, of any evil Frame: That He 
would help to lay apart all Filthineſs and Super- Jam. i.21. 
fluity of Naughtineſs, and to receive with Meekneſs 
the ingrafted Word, which is able to ſave the Soul: 
That He would help to attend his Ordinances 
without Diſtraction, and give an humble, teach- 

able Spirit, to receive the Truth in the Love of it , 
and lay it up in the Heart, and bring * the 
ruits 
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Fruits of it in Life. Such ſerious Applications 
to Go D before Hearing, may be a great Means 


to bring the Mind and Heart into a good Diſpo- 


ſition for Hearing; make it ſoft and tender, 


1 Chron. 
xxix. 18. 


Iſa. xlvili. 
17. 


ready to receive di / ine Impreſſions, and to 
yield Obedience to the Word; and therefore 
ſhould not be neglected, wherever Time may be 
redeemed for it; at leaſt, at coming there ſhould 
be abſtracting the Thoughts from the World, 
and turning them to the Work in View; lifti 

up the Heart in Ejaculations unto Gop, to bas 
his Preſence and Aſſiſtance in the Duty to be 
tended to, that it may be to ſpiritual Profit. And 
in ſuch preparatory Prayers, the Miniſters alſo 
ſhould be remember'd, That Gop will be with, 


and aſſiſt them, both in their Preparations and 


eMiniſtrations, Prayers, Praiſes, and Delivery 


of Gon's Meſſage: That it may be for Matter, 


the pure unſophiſticated Word of God ; and in 


ſuch Manner as may be moſt apt for edifying 


thoſe who hear: That it may be ſpoken as 
becomes the Oracles of God, with Plainneſs, and ſu- 
table Affection; not with inticing Words of Man's 
Wiſdom, but in Demonſtration, ch the Spirit, and of 


Power: Neglect of ſuch Applications to Gop, 


may be one Cauſe of mifling the Bleſſing. And 
ſo likewiſe after Hearing: A Sermon heartily 
prayed over, 1s like to abide and bring forth 
ſome good Fruit, if all be turn'd into Marter of 
Addreſs unto Go p, ſutably to the Nature and 
Uſes of what hath been heard, That He will keep 
it for ever in the Imagination of the Thoughts of the 
Heart, and give it powerfull Effe& and Influence 
every Way for Good to the Soul. Tis GoD on- 
ly that teacheth to Profit; if He be left out and 


forgotten, or not ſought to in ſuch ſerious and 


earneſt 
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1 


earneſt Manner as ſhould be, what Wonder, if 
the Bleſſing be wanting? And ſo, 


[2.] NezG6LECT of e Meditation on the Word 
heard, may hinder. When no Care or Pains is 
taken to keep it in the Memory, to retain and 
fix deep the Impreſſions of it, by thinking it 
over again, no Wonder, if the Bleſſing be mils'd. 
Medication is an apt Means to the Word's abi- 
ding, and having ſtronger Influence upon the 
Heart and Life. Hereby it will be turnd in 
ſuccum & ſanguinem, into Nouriſhment of the 2 i 
Soul. This Duty is express d by Ruminating, 4 4 
Word taken from that natural Action of ſome 
Creatures, that bring back the Food which hach 

been taken in, that it may be more perfectly * 
prepar'd for Digeſtion and Nouriſhmenc. Of this 
Uſe is Meditation, the Neglect whereof mult 
needs hinder Profiting. O, how love I thy Law! Pal. cxix. 
(ſaid David) it u my Meditation all the Day. Hs 97. 
loved the Word for the Agreeableneſs of it to his 
ſpiritual Mind and Heart; that made it ſweet | 
to his Taſte, ſaveeter than Honey to bu Mouth, as Ver. 103. 7 
he ſpeaks: This Agreeableneſs, together with 
the Profit he found, and further hoped for by 
it, made it the delightful Subject of his daily i 
Thoughts. Thou thro' thy Commandments haſt Ver. g8. 4 
made me wiſer than my Enemies, for they are ever . 
with me. I have more Underſtanding than all my Ver. gg, 7 
Teachers ; for thy Teſtimonies are my Meditation. = 
This tends much to the Increaſe of practical pt 
Wiſdom and Godlineſs; Meditation gets out the 42 
Virtue of Ordinances, and greatly furthers the 1 
Fulneſs of the Bleſſing f them. Neglect hereof | 
muſt 'therefore. be an Hindrance. And like- | 
wile; nnd; eight. | |þ 
, — | | 
| 
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[3.] NEOL ECT F talking and confering © 
the Word. Repeating Sis, and rr ike | 
over the Things we have heard, is an apt Means 
to profit by them. This tends to a clearer Un- 
detſtanding, deeper Impreflion; and more laſt- 
ing Remembring what we have been taught, 

Lukexxiv. and is alſo a great Help to the Affections: Did 

* not our Hearts burn within , (ſaid the Diſciples) 
while he (viz. Chriſt) talked with us by the May? 
They were confering together as they walked 
when Chriſt join'd himſelf to them, and help d 
them in the Argument they were upon. In the 
Nature of the Thing, and by the Bleſſing of 
Govp, with which He is ready to follow it, 
this may further ſpiricual Improvement, as it 
tends to mutual ſtrengthening, encouraging 
and quickening to Increaſe of Knowledge and 
Grace; not only by the Light and Heat one 

s from, and by one another ; but by the 
Rating and Exerciſe every One has of his own. 
Exerciſe confirms and improves Habits ; as they 
again better diſpoſe and fit for acting. Neglect 
of this Duty, then, ſo far hinders Growth, and 

keeps under the Gifts and Graces of the Spirit ; ws 
they have not the Improvement, that by this 5 


Means they might. And, wth 
| { 

IA. J Nor purſuing the Virtue of Ordinances to 

ſutable Effects in the Life. If the Word be heard 27 


and forgotten, and the Inſtructions of it not ho 
follow'd, how ſhould the Blefling be found ? . 


Matth. To him that bath, ſhall be given, i. e. to him that 


xi5i- 22. uſes What he hach Aricht; ſoch ſhall imde more: ben 
Jam. i. 22, Be ye Doers of the Word, and not Hearers only, decev- 85 
ing your 0Wwn ſelves. They but deceive themſelves, Fe 

who expect the ſaving Benefit of the Word by ful 


bare 
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bare Hearing of it: Bleſſed are they (ſaith our Sa- Luke xi. 
viour) who bear the Word of God, and keep it; 8. 
they who put in Practice what they hear; for 

Doing brings the Bleſſing: Mboſo looketh into the James. i. 
perfedt Law of Liberty, and continueth therein, be be- 26. 

ing not @ forgetful Hearer, but a Doer of the Work, 

ths e Man ſhall be bleſſed in bu Deed. And thus 

far of the third general Head of Improvement 

Where a Miniſtry bas none, or but little of the Bleſ- 

ſing of the Goſpel accompanying, it ſhould affect thoſe 

that are under it, and put them upon Enquiry into 

the faulty Cauſes, and ſpeedy Endeawours for Removal 

of them. Proceed we to another : 


4. ALL Means need be uſed for obtaining and Serm. IV- * 


. 


* 
* & 1 — _ 
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furthering of this Succeſs in the beſt Manner, and » | 
fulleft Degree and Meaſure, that may be. For tho 4 
the Bleſſing be from Gop, yet as Men by Ne- 4 


2&s and Miſcarriages on their Part, may ob- 72 
&, thereby provoking GOD to deny and - 
wich-hold it; fo by better Behaviour, if I may 
not ſay they I invite, yet they l be more diſpos d 
to ſublerve, and fall in, with G o 0's Working. 
Here therefore is the utmoſt Care and Dili- 
gence requiſite, both in eMiniſters and People, | 
to do what in them lies to this happy Purpole. . 4 


(I.) MINISTERS, that they may be apt Inſtru- 
ments for God to work by. We as Workers together 2 Cor. vi. wi: 
2 jth him (ſaid the Apoſtle) beſeech you, that you 1. 4 
receive wot the Grace of God in vain. ' The Words, | 
with him, are not in the Original: ſome take 
it therefore without any Supply; Ve as Workers 
rogether, i. e. Fellow helpers in the Miniſtry; as 
St. Paul call'd Timothy, this Work-fellow, and his 
Fellow-labourer in the Goſpel of Chriſt. Faith- Rom. zi. 
ful Miniſters join — in their Lord's "_— w- 
f 2 Wit. 


” — — 
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with united Skill and Pains, endeavouring. the 
Furtherance of it. Others, who take it to be 

Cor. v. elliptical, ſupply it thus: As Workers together with 
19. the Mord; that Word of Reconciliation, which he 
had before ſaid, was committed to them. Mini- 


{ters do not ſimply propoſe the Truths of the 
1 Tim. v. Goſpel, but labour in the Word and Dodtrine, take 


17. Pains, and uſe all Endeavours that it may reach 
2 Tim. iv. its End with the People: They are inſtant in 
5 Seaſon, and out of Seaſon, reproving, rebuking, and 


exhorting, with all Long-ſuffering and Dottrine : 


They preſs and urge the divine Counſels and 


Commands, with all the Earneſtneſs and Impor- 
tunity that may be. But again, others under- 
ſtand Workers together here, not of co-ordinate 


Cauſes ; but ſo as that one is ſubordinate, and as 


the Inſtrument only in the Hand of the other: 


So our Tranſlators, who therefore ſupply it, with 


bim: We then as Workers together with him, i. e, 

with Gop and Chriſt, as Inſtruments in the 

1 Cor. iii. Hand of the Allmighty Efficient: We, as La- 

9: bourers together with God (ſaith the ſame Apoſtle) 
i. e. Under-workers, which He uſeth in bringing 
about the Salvation of Sinners. Now for this 
Miniſters need 


[ 1.J To get the beſt and fulle5t Furniture, that 
they can, of Knowledge, and all Mliniſterial Gifts 


and Graces. 


1.) Or Knowledge. I ſpeak not of Arts and 

Sciences, and ſuch like preparatory, ſubſervient 
Knowledge, which is ſuppos'd, and the Study 

of which too may be continu as far as needful ; 

but Knowledge in the Scriptures eſpecially, and 
Fzeck: iii, ſpiritual Wiſdom to win Souls. Ezekiel, when God 
}- was ſending him to teach thePeople, was bid to eat 
| A 5 the 


2222028 Et 


* 


„ A my O& „ 


— — 


à Succeſsful M1 NIS TRY. 93 


—— — F CET ee en INC 


rhe Roll; noting the digeſted Underſtanding that 
Miniſters ſhould have of the Word, when they 
o to inſtru others. Timothy, as a good Mini- 
er, was nouriſhed up in the Words of Faith and good 1 Tim. iv. 
Doctrine: And eApollos being mighty in the Scrji- 6: _ 
ptures, helped them much, o had believed thro' AQ. xviii. 
Grace: Theſe ſhould dwell richly in us, that there- Colo in 
by we may be tbrougbly furniſhed for every good 16. l 
Work. The holy Scriptures are the Ground and 2 Tim. iii. 
Rule, the Meaſure, and chief Matter of our 7. 
Teaching. Tis true, as natural Religion is im- 
ply'd and ſuppos'd in revealed; ſo may, and 
ſhould, the Principles and Duties of the former 
be open'd, to make the eaſier and better Way to 
the latter, and for confirming and ſtrengthen- 
ing the Belief of the Goſpel: but the Word of 
God is the Main, wherein we muſt be ſtudying, 
and meditating all our Days; that we may be 
Scribes inſtructed unto the Kingdom of Heaven; and Math:xiii. 
like a good Houſholder, furniſh'd for the Uſes of his 52. 
Family, and thoſe who come into it, bringing 
out of bs Treaſury Things new and old. Tis ſome- 
what as inthe Caſe of a Phyſician, he needs not 
only the general, preparatory Knowledge in Na- 
tural Philoſophy, and the Frame and Oecono- 
my of humane Bodies ; but ſpecially an Under- 
ſtanding of the Materia Medica , of all thoſe 
Things that are to be uſed in his Art, for Reco- 
very or Preſerving of Health; what they are, 
their Nature and Virtue, and to what Caſes and 
Purpoſes they are proper. The Word of Gop 
is the Materia Medica, in which we are to be 
Skill d ; in the Doctrines and Precepts, the Pro- 
miſes and Threatnings, all the Rules and Dire- 
ions, contain'd therein, for well guiding and 
ordering of Perfons, in all Circumſtances and 
Conditions of Life; to turn from Sin, to 3 
| "=" 
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and promote Holineſs; to beget, and maintain 
ſpiritual Peace and Comfort, and help ſaſe 
thro' this World unto a better. Thus of Kzow- 
ledge. And, | 1 


2.) ABILITY and Readineſß to apply this Know- 
1 Tim. iii. ledge. This is contained in that Aprmeſi ro zeach, 
2. which 1s requir'd ; not only Furniture for it, but 
Skill and Promptneß to it. St. Paul deſires Prayers 
" Eph. vi. for himſelf, That Urterance might be given to bim, 
19 that be might open bis Mouth boldly, to make known 
the «Myſteries of the Goſpel : And he bids Timo- 
2 Tim iii rþy, Study to ſhew himſelf approved unto Gad, a 
19. Workman that needed not to be aſhamed, dividing 
Luke xii. rightly the Word of Truth : Like a faithful and wiſe 
95. Steward (as our Saviour ſpeaks) giving to every 
One has Portion in due Seaſon. The ſutable and 
ſeaſonable propoſing and applying Truths , 
Pſal. lxxii. makes much for Profiting. "Tis then as Rain 
6.8 rothe mown Graſs; or as Showers to the thirſty 
Hebr. vi. and parched Earth; which drizks it in, and is 
7. refreſhed, and made fruitful by it. Skill and Wiſ- 
dom therefore for this, is much to be minded, 

And, " | | | 


3.0 M1NISTERIAL Graces, as well as 
Gifts, are to be gotten and improved. Not only are 
ſuch to look to all thoſe Graces, which are com- 
mon with them and other Chriftians ; thac 
they be good Men, increaſing more and more in 
real Piety and Godlineſs ; but that as Miniſters, 
they be affected, Ob: [ 


1.) WIr A the higbeſt Regard to the Glory of 
God, in that holy Calling wherein they fand. As 
this muſt be their great End, in the firſt under- 
taking and devoting themſelves unto Gon in 10 


1 aw way 
* 
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ſo muſt ie be cheir great Aim in all their Beha- 


viour and Management of it. They muſt be 


carry'd out with 2 moſt burning Zeal for God's 


Honour, after the Example of Chriſt : The Zeal 


of thine Houſe (ſaid he) bath eaten me wp. Tis 
true, all in their reſpective Callings and Imploy- 
ments, are to aim at Gop's Glory; but this is 
a Calling moſt immediately directed to it, and 
therefore moſt ſpecially and highly requiring 


this Affection, Zeal for the Honour and Glory of 


God in all their «Miniſterial Labour. And, 


2.] GREATEST Love and Compaſſion like- 
wiſe for Souls of Men ; pitying them in their Mi- 
ſeries and Dangers, deſiring and longing for 
their _—_ and Happineſs, thirſting for the Con- 


verſion of ſuch as are yet Strangers and Ene- 


mies to Gop; that they may be acquainted and Jo 


at peace with Him, and reſtored to his Favour ; *'- 


and that Gob may have his due Honour and 


Obedience from them; and that, being brought 
back to Gop, they may be built up more and 
more in Holineſs and Comfort, and taſte the 
great Benefits of practical Godlineſs and Religi- 
on. This ardent Love to G oD and Souls in Mi- 
niſters, is that which muſt carry them out in 
all Miniſterial Endeavours for Gop's Glory, and 


Men's Good; muſt make them conſtant and 


unweary d in their Work, notwithſtanding Dif- 


ficultĩes and Oppoſitions from the Devil, and 


his Inſtruments, or any Slowneſs and Backward- 
neſs in Men, or Slights and Unkindneſſes from 
thoſe Perſons themſelves, whoſe Good they 
ſpecially labour and watch for. How eminent 
was St. Paul in this Love and Zeal, and Com- 


paſſion ay pe ee periſhing Sinners, which 


made him Indefatigable in endeavouring their 


Good? 


b. uli. 
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Good ? But above all; our bleſſed Saviour him- 
ſelf was wonderful herein: What Love and Pity 


was it that mov'd him to undertake ſo coſtly - 


Service for them! The ſame Mind ſhould be in 
Miniſters, that like their Great Lord, they may 
unweariedly purſue the Ends of their Calling, 
the Recovery and Salvarion of loſt Souls. In 
order to which likewiſe, there needs be in Mi- 
niſters, 


3. ] DEEPEST Senſe of thoſe Matters which 
they are to deal with Perſons upon, viz. the Evil of 
Sin, the Neceſſity and Excellence of Holyneſs, 
the Miſery of an unconverted and unregenerate 
State, the Certainty of another Life, an Heaven 
and Hell, the Glory and Happyneſs of One, 
and the Horror and Wretchedneſs of the other, 
2 Cor. v. and Eternity of both. Knowing the Terrour of the 
11. Lord we perſwade Men, ſaid the Apoſtle. Their 
own Belicf and Senſe of thoſe Things fits and diſ- 
poles to deal with Men about them, in the moſt 
lively and affecting Manner, and ſo with moſt 
Aptneſs and Likelihood of ſome ſuitable Impreſ- 
ſion on them. This then is requiſite in Mini- 
ſters; as Belief of the Truth, ſo the Deepeſt Senſe 
of the Weight and Importance of thoſe Things they are 


to deal with Perſons about. To which may be 


added, 

4.] HUMBL t eApprehenſions of their own In- 
ſufficiency and Weakneſs, with Truſt and Dependance 
upon God for bis Aids and Aſſiſtances, and ſuch Mea- 
Jure of Succeſs as he ſhall pleaſe to give. I put for 
Brevity ſeveral Things here together; as ſuch a 
Frame fits for receiving ſuch Aſſiſtances, and 
gives Hope they ſhall be vouchſafed ; ſo Want 
thereof forfeits, and gives Ground to fear vey 
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will be wichheld, and the Succeſs likewiſe 
thereon depending: Not that we are ſuſfici- 2 Cor. iii. 

ent off ourſelves to think any Thing as of ourſelves;ʒ 5. 
(faich- the Apoſtle) but our. Sufficiency is of God. 
He is ſpeaking there of the Efficacy that his 
Miniftry had upon the Hearts of choſe Corinthi- 
ant; they were the Epiſtle of Chriſt miniſtered by the 
eApoſtle, written not with Ink, but with the Spi- 
rit f the living God : Written by the Spirit, but 
uſing 'the Miniſtry of the Apoſtle as the Means ; 

he was the Spirit's Amanuenſis, as it were, who 
therefore afcribes all unto him, as the chief 

Agent. Who i, Paul, and who i Apollos, (faith ;Cor. iii. 

| heelfewhere-but Miniſters by whom ye believed, 5. 

| even as the Lord gave to every Man : The Effect 

| and good Succeſs ftill is carefully aſcribed unto 

| God, in his Strength therefore they go forth: 

The Weapons of our Warfare are mighty thro' God, 2 Cor. x. 

to the pulling down of ſtrong Holds, and bringing 4. 

into Captivity every Thought. to the Obedience of 

Chrift. And thus of the firſt Thing in Reference 

to Miniſters, They need get the beſt and fulleſt Furni- 
ture, ' that they can, of Knowledge, and of all mini- 
terial Gifts and Graces, rendering them meet In- 
fruments for God to work by, in communicating the 


full Bleſſing of the Goſpel, And then ſo furniſh'd, 


[2.] THE v muſt go forth in God's Strength, 
uſing. conſtant and carneſt Endeavours, in all 
the Parts and Duties of their Office, to bring in 
Souls to Chriſt, and build them up in their holy 
Faith, even till they attain the higheſt Meaſures 
of Grace, which may be reach d by them in this 
Life; adminiſtring to them all the Ordinances 
of Chriſt, Watching over them, as thoſe that muſt Heb. xiii. 
ou an eAccoumt ; warning them of Sin and of 17. 
nger, and every Way doing the Duty of good 
5 O Shep- 
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Pet. v. Shepherds, toward the Flock; that when the great 
4- | Shepherd ſhall come, they may receive of bim a 
Crown of Glory. How diligent was Chriſt in the 
Matth. miniſterial Work, in the Day teaching, and in the 
Miri zi Night praying, ſcarce taking the needful Means 
> and Seaſons for Refreſhment? And ſo his 
Luke vi. Apoſtles after him ; Daily in the Temple, and from 
12. Houſe to Houſe, they preached Chriſt. Some good 
Acts. ii. Proportion of like Induſtry ſhould all Miniſters 
4: ſhew., who would have the Goſpel come to 
their People with a Fulneſs of Bleſſing. The 
Slowneſs and Dulneſs of ſome, the Subtlety of 
Satan to hinder, the Buſineſs and Cares of the 
World, that are ready to fill the Minds, and 
_ diſtract the Thoughts of many, the Prejudicęs 
of Multitudes, the Dread of the Croſs, and of 
Sufferings for Religion and the Goſpel's Sake; 
theſe are Pull-backs, .and what-make the great- 
eſt Care, and Pains, and Watchfulneſs of Mini- 
ſters needful; to which therefore they ſhould 
be willing, and buckle to, for the Honour of 
G0 b, and the Good of Souls. That's a ſecond 
Thing, then; Miniſters, who would have the 
Goſpel come with a full Blefling to a People, 
need (being furniſhed the beſt they can with 
Miniſterial Gifts and Graces) lay them out with 
greateſt Diligence and Faithfulneſs to ſuch Purpoſe. 


— nnn. —— 
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[z.] Tar y Seed follow their Endeawours with 
Watching to every Thing that may further, and not 
hinder the Shea of 4600, AS, i: i: 
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1.) GooD Example. They ſhould teach not 
only in the Pulpit by Preaching, but in the Life 

s Pet. v. 3. too by holy Walking, in all good Things, being 

1 Tim. iy, 4 Enſample unto the Flock. Sid St. Paul to Ti- 
12. mothy, Be thou an Example of Believers, in Mord, 


— — 
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ed and charged every one of you, as a Father doth bis 


Purpoſe. And ſo, 
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in Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in 
Purity: And to Titus; In all Things ſhew thyſelf a Titus ii , 
Pattern of good Works, that he that u of the contra- 8. 
Part, may be aſhamed, having no evil Thing to 
ay of you. Ye are our Witneſſes, and God alſo (aid i Thefſii. 
the ſame Apoſtle to the Theſſalonians) how holily, 10, 11. 
and juftly, and unblameably, we behaved ourſelves 


among you that believe ; as ye know how we exhort- 


Children, that ye would walk worthy of God, who 

hath called you to his Kingdom and Glory. What 

they called on the People to do, they did them- 

ſelves, exemplifying their Doctrine and Teach- 

ing, in their Lives and Converſations ; fo 

ſhould Miniſters do, that would furcher the Go- 

ſpel's coming with a Blefling, ſhew good Ex- 
ample. And, 


2.) DIS$IiNTERESTEDNESS, and Purity 
of Aims ; making it as evident to the People as 
may be, that they are not acted by any baſe, 
ſelfiſh, and worldly Deſigns: That they ſeek not 2 Cor. xii, 
theirs, but them, to win them unto Chriſt, and“. 
be a Means of ſecuring and promoting their 
eternal Happineſs: That they more deſire and 
ſtudy their ſpititual Profiting, than any outward 
temporal Advantages to themſelves by them. 
The more ſpiritual, and unmixed with ſecular 
and worldly Defigns and Views, a Miniſter's 
Actings appear, the more likely to avail to good 


3.) HUMILITY and Meekneſs in their Tem- 
per and Carriage. The Servant of the Lord (lays 2 Tim. ii. 
the Apoſtle) muſt not ' weak but be gentle unto all 24, 25. 
Men, patient, in Meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that op- 
poſe tbemſelves, if peradventure, God will give them 
J O02 Repentance: 
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Repentance : Intimating, ſuch a Way of Dealing 
Matth. xi. to be likelieſt ro foften, Learn of me, (ſaid gur 
29- Saviour) for I am meek and lowly in Heart. This 
fits to bear with the Infirmities of thoſe that 
learn, and has Aptneſs to hearten, and encou- 
rage, and draw them on to what is good, when 
Pride and Paſſion would diſcourage, and hin- 
James i. der: The Wrath of Man worketh not the Righte- 
ns ouſneſs of God. Miniſters, therefore, who would 
not obſtruct their own Endeavours, will take 
Matth. 20. heed of that, and imitate their Great Lord; The 
28. Son of Alan, (laid he) came not to be miniſtred 
unto, but to miniſter. And as he was in the 
World, fo, ſurely, ſhould his Servants and Mi- 4 
niſters be in the World, humble, and full of for 
Meekneſs and Patience, And, NH 


4.) TENDERNESS, and ready Sympathy to 
with their People, in their ſeveral Cafes of Aﬀicton be 
and Trouble; as well as Tleaſure and Rejoycing Go 
in their Proſperity ; and Accommodating themſelves et 
to them for their Good, in all Things lawful, or in- 11 

2 Cor. xi. different, I put here ſeveral Things together: Who M 
29. # weak, and I am not weak? Who is offended, and Pe 
I burn not? ſaid St, Paul. He was affected aſi 
with the Condition and Circumſtances of Per. ſp 

ſons, as the Nature of them required; and this of 

_ tended much to give him an Intereſt in their . 
Affections, and ſo an Advantage to do them ar 


Good. To the Weak, became 1 as weak, (ſaith he 
elſewhere, not by a counterfeit, but areal Affe- 
ction and Sympathy) that I might gain the Weak. 
Tam made all Things to all Mien, (i. e. all lawful. 
Things) that by all Meant (viz. that are juſt) 
I might ſave ſome. He abounds in ſuch like Ex- 
preſſions, ſignify ing, his ſtudious Accommoda- f 
ting to others for their Profit, and bis great In- J 
OT | rentnelſs A 
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tentneſs thereon. I will very gladly ſpend, and he 2 Cor. xii. 
ſpent for you, (ſaid he to the Corinthians) tho the '5: 

more abundantly I love you, the leß I be lowed: And 

in another Place: Tho I am free from all «Men, 1 Cor. ix, 
yet have I made myſelf Servant to all, that I might 19. G. 
gain the more; to the Jews I became as a Jew, that 

I might gain the Jews; and the like he ſpeaks 

there of the Genriles. And in the Chapter fol- 
lowing that, 7 pleaſe all Mien in all Things, (lays 

he) not ſeeking mine own Profit, but the Profit of 
Many, that they beg be ſaved. And thus, of 

this Particular. And to all muſt be added, 


F.) ConSTANT and earneſt Prayer, both 

for Direction and Help in their Studies and Prepara- 

tions, and Succeſs of their Endeatours. They know 

their Dependance on GoD in all, and therefore 

to Him they muſt, and will apply : Neither js 1 Cor. iii. 

be that planteth any Thing, nor he that watereth; but 7 

God that giveth the Increaſe : We are Labourers to- Ver. 9. 
ether with God; under Him, that is, and in his 

Hand; and what then can we do without Him? 

Miniſters muſt pray for themſelves and for the 

People, That Go D will be preſent with, and 

afliſting unto both, and make his Word to pro- 

ſper, that their Coming to them, may be in the Fulneſs 

of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt, Thus of the 

Part of « Miniſters, what it concerns them to be, 

and do, in orderito this Effect. Now, 


(.) As to the Peoples Part, much is incum- 
bent on them in order to this Event, that the 
Miniſtry may have a full Bleſſing both on them- 
ſelves, and on others. e 


I. On themſelves. In order to this, ſuch 
Things as follow, are requiſite, wiz. 
n I.) THEY 


8 


Things, no Wonder, where Sen 
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I.) THEY need to get, and heighten as much 


as may be, a Senſe of their ſpiritual and eternal Con- 
cerns. The Miniſtry chiefly err thoſe 

e of them is 
wanting, if the Goſpel and Miniſtry of it be lit- 
tle regarded, and the Bleſſing of it be wanting. 
The Goſpel Inſtitution is not an Invention of 
Men, a politick Means contriv'd by them, to 


ſubſerve the Ends of civil Government, and to 


keep the World in Order; tho' it have a great 
Tendency that Way too, and therefore makes 
much for the Intereſt of States and Kingdoms, 
and the Good of human Societies, teachin 

what's for their Benefit, and binding human 
Laws, that are juſt and righteous, on the Cgn- 
ſciences of Men, with ſtronger Inforcements 
than otherwiſe can be given them. But they 
are Matters of a ſpiritual Nature and Concern, 
relating to the Souls of Men, and their eternal 
Happineſs, that the Goſpel and the Miniſtry 
thereof has immediately and directly to do with; 
and its Value with Perſons will be according to 
the Senſe they have of thoſe Things, be it more 
or leſs. If Men conſider not what they are, by 


whom made, and for what Ends, and how they 


ſtand in Reference to thoſe Ends; that they have 
a reaſonable Nature, capable of moral Govern- 
ment, and therefore are neceſſarily under it; 
that their great Buſineſs is, to know, love, ſerve 
and obey their MArER,in order to being happy 
in his Favour, and the eternal Fruition of Him; 
and that, what may give ſureſt and beſt Dire- 
ctions and Help unto thoſe Purpoſes muſt be of 


eateſt Importance to them: where Men have 


not a Senſe of ſuch Matters, how is the Goſpel 
like to be regarded, or to come to them with 
£ "My 
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any good Effect? and eſpecially, with any Ful- 
A 4 Bleſſing? If Perſons advert only to 
Things temporal and worldly, and what relates 
to them, as Members of civil Societies; and 
conſider not that they have precious, immortal 
Souls, made for everlaſting Duration, and which 
muſt be happy or miſerable for ever in another 
World, according as they ſhall be approved or 
diſapproved: by their Great RULER and Jupoꝝ, 
when they go out of this: without lively Ap- 
prehenſions of ſuch Things as theſe, the Goff 

is not like to be of any Uſe or Profit; but the 
firm Belief and affecting Senſe of them, will pre- 
pare and lay ſome good Ground for the Benefit 
of it. Perſons therefore ſhould be thinking 


much of their Souls, and of their ſpiritual and 


eternal Intereſts, that they may be affected with 
them, and be made and kept moſt ſolicitous 
about them. Alas! what is the Body and the 
Things of ic, compar'd with the immortal Spirit 
and its Concerns ? What are the Things of Time, 
to thoſe of Eternity? This ſhort, narrow, limi- 
ted Space, and State, to that large, comprehen- 
five one Above ? A Fulneſs and Eternity of Hap- 
pineſs, or of Miſery, O, of what weight is it! 
Get, and heighten as much as may be, a Senſe of 
theſe T hings, which will be always profitable 
in this Matter. And, 


2.) AN Underſtanding of the Sutableneſs of the 
Goſpel to thoſe Concerns, and to the State and Condi- 
tion whereinto Man is now fallen; this alſo is very 
needful. Things are not now between Gop and 
Man, as when firſt He made him; he was then 
an holy, and happy Creature, ſhining in the 
Image, and delighting in the Love and Favour 
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of his Maxes, diſpos'd and fitted for ſerving, 
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Pal. xlix. 
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and for enjoying Him; he was dignify'd and 
bleſſed by Gon with a large Portion, made Lord 


and Ruler (under Him) of this lower World, 


— a Reſerve of one Particular for Trial 
of his Obedience, with a Threatning of Death 
and Miſery on Transgreſſion, and an imply'd 
Signification ar leaſt of continu'd and confirm'd, 
if not withal of advanced Life and Happineſs, 
for perſevering in his Integrity : But Mas being 
in Honour, did not abide, hearkening to the Sug- 
geſtions of Satan in the Serpent, and abuſing the 


Liberty in which he was placed, he broke Co- 


nite Goodneſs and Mercy interpoſed, delivering 


Gel. iv. 4, 
3 


miſerable was Man 


Wiſdom! yea, and unworthy too of any 


venant with Gop, forfeited the Good promiſed, 
and became obnoxious to all the threatned Evils. 
In this State, loſt and undone as Man was, infi- 


him from going down into the Pit, and findipg 
out and providing a Ranfom for him. And Bere 
is the Goſpel, the Diſcovery and Means of Re- 
covering poor, lapſed, undone Man, and bring- 
ing him to the Enjoyment of Go p, in whom 
lies his Felicity. This Diſcovery firſt brake 
forth in that early Promiſe, That the Seed of che 
Woman, ſhould bruiſe the Serpent s Head : i. e. 
Chriſt the Meſſiah, to be born of a Woman, 
ſhould break the Devil's Power, and reſcue his 
Prey out of his Hands, triumphing over Him in 
the Salvation of all thoſe who ſhould believe in 
him. And in the Fulneſs of Time, this Promiſe 
was accompliſhed, God ſens forth his Son, made of 
a Woman, made under the Law, to redeem them that 
were under the Law, that we might receive the Adop- 
tion of Sons, What glad Tidings are here! How 
by his Apoſtacy! How una- 
ble to help and relieve himſelf! And how unca- 
pable of Relief by any mere created Power 'or 


th 
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by the Hand of God! His Sin againſt Him (by 
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which he became miſerable) was utterly with- 


out Excuſe, and moſt highly aggravated by the 


Goodneſs of Gop, not only in Himſelf, but un- 


to Man, and the great Obligations newly laid 
upon him; and in Regard of the Matter too, 
which, the leſs in itſelf, made it the more cri- 
minal to break with Go p upon it, when only 


that was the particular Feſt of Obedience, and 
ſpecial Inſtance of Homage requir'd. Yet now, 


in ſuch a loſt, criminal, as well as miſerable 


State, and when others, of an higher Rank of 
Beings, were caſt down without Remedy, and 
are . reſerved in Chains of Darkneſs to the Fudg- 
ment of the great Day; Man is fallen thoughe 
of with Pity, and his Recovery provided for, 
in a Way, not only ſtanding with the divine 
Perfections, but making for the more glori- 
ous Manifeſtation and Exaltation of them. 
Chriſt, the Son of Gop, becomes the Saviour 
of the World, brings in perfect Righteouſneſs, and Dan. iz. 


delivers from the Curſe of the Law, being made a 24. 


Curſe for s: He died, the Fuſt for the Unjuſt, that _ Lt, 
he might bring ws unto God. Here is Relief for * 11 
Man's Guilt, and the Breach of the firſt Cove- js. © 
nant ; a Way of Pardon and Juſtification from 

all Sin, upon Repentance and Faith in the Re- 

deemer : For the Blood of Chriſt, cleanſeth from all 1 John. i. 
Sin. Yea, the Goſpel lets us know, not only 7. 

of Pardon upon Repentance, but that Chriſt is aq, v. 
exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give Repen- 31. 

tance and Forgiveneſs of Sins. Faith and Repen- 

tance themſelves, choſe prime, ſaving Graces, 

come thro' the Goſpel, as well as Pardon and 
Salvation, upon them ; ſo that here is a Reme- 


dy every Way fitted to, and as extenſive as the 


Malady. Righteouſneſs and Peace, Pardon 
A and 
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and Purifying, Grace to heal and ſtrengthen, U 

to guide and lead, and bring at laſt unto Glo- ot! 

ry, all come from Chriſt to us, thro' the Go- 15 

1 Cor. i. ſpel: He is made of God to us Wiſdom, Righteouſ- on 
30. neſs, Santtification and Redemption. And thus of an 
the ſecond Thing, in order to Perſorspartaking pie 

of the full Bleſting of the Goſpel ; They need un- 5 
derſtand how ſutable, and every Way adjuſted it is to joys 

lan fallen State and Condition, with Reſpect to 5n 

the Guilt, and to the Power of Sin; to his Im- G 
potency to Good, and Proneneſs to Evil; his er 

| Inabilicy of himſelf, to do any Thing that's ſe 
pleaſing in GoD's Sight; that in theſe, and an 

all the Diſtempers and Wants of Souls, here th 

is what's every Way ſufficient. This Under- de 
ſtanding is needful, in order to a right Valuation T 

of the Goſpel, and of the Miniſtry, and Ordi- 11 
nances of it, and railing Hope and Expectation th 

ot Help thereby. But, on 

3.) THERE needseApprebnſion likewiſe, That — 
notwithftanding this Sutableneſs of the Goſpel to Man's A 

lapſed State; yet it does not operate to its ſaving + 7 

Ends neccſarily, but only as God is pleaſed to give n 

Efficacy to it: All the Aptneſs that is needful, 5 

as a Means, it hath ; but it will not work ſav- R 
ing Effects. Without an Almighty Manager. d 

Ihe Word is Light ; but what can that do, un- b 

leſs divine Grace remove the Scales that are upon 1 

the Eyes? The Light ſbined in Darkneſs, (ſaid St. 2 
John i 1. John) and the Darkneſs comprebended it not. Man n 
needs Sight, as well as Light : Open thou mine {] 

Pfal. cxix. Eyes, (ſaid David) that I may behold wondrous v 
is. Things out of thy Law. And, ſaid St. Fobn, The 0 
Son of Aan is come, and bath given us an Under- v 
ſtanding to know Him that is true : Not the Facul- 4 

ty of Underſtanding, but the right Diſpoſition and ] 
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Uſe, to take in the Evidences of Truth, which 
otherwiſe would not be rightly ſeen. The Word 
is Life, but will not quicken dead Souls, with- 


. 


out the Spirit of Life accompanying. It is quick Heb. iv. 


and powerful, ſharper than any two-edged Sword, 
piercing even to the dividing aſunder of Soul and Spi- 
rit, and of the Foynts and e Marrow, and is a Di. 


cerner of the Thoughts and Intents of the Heart ; but 


in all this, ic is to be underſtood as inforc'd by 
Gop, and ſet home on the Hearts and Conſci- 
ences of Men by his Spirit; ſo it makes them 
ſee themſelves, their Thoughts, and Frames, 
and the Motions of their Souls : But otherwile, 
the bare ſetting the Word before them, will not 
do; the outward Propoſal and Diſplay of 
Truths, tho' by the moſt skillfull Hand, and 
urging them with the moſt proper Arguments 
that can be thought of, will do nothing with- 
out a divine Influence to back and intorce them. 


Who hath believed our Report? ſaid the Prophets: Iſa. liii, 


Few or none had credited the Word preach'd ; 


And why? To whom (ſaith he) bath the eArm of 


the Lord been revealed? If the Poder of Gol) go 
not with the Word of GO b, it will not have a 
ſaving Efficacy. Men by their Obſlinacy and 
Refractorineſs taking up, and indulging Preju— 
dices againſt the Truth, Gop is provoked there- 


by to leave them to their Blindneſs, They who. 


would have the ful! Bleſſing of the Goſpel, necd be 
apprehenſive of this, that they may not lay too 
much Streſs on the beſt outward Means, nor 


fight any faichful Miniſtry ; but look at the di- 
vine Concurrence in ove, and the other, wich- 


cut which, the beſt cannot reach the Mark, and 


with which even weaker Inſtruments may: Je 2 Cor. iv. 


la ve this Treaſure in earthen Veſſels, that the Excel- 7» 


lincy of the Power may be of God, and not of us ; may 
iT 9 4 appear 
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appear to be fo, Gop * — to do great 
Things by weak and feeble Hands. That's a 
third Thing, then, There needs Apprebenſion, 
that notwithſtanding the Sutableneſs and Congruity 
of the Goſpel to the Condition of fallen «Man, yet it 
works not neceſſarily, nor at the Will and Pleaſure, 
and by the Power of Man, but under the Influ- 
ence of the Spirit of Go D. Some have been 
ready to conceit, Man with his own reaſonable 
Faculties, under the external Light of the Word 
ſufficient, without any Need of inward ſuper- 
natural Illumination and Help ; but better Ac- 
quaintance with the Scriptures, and the Power 
of Corruption in the Hearts of all, would teach 
otherwiſe. Were there no more than bare Na- 
ture, and human Will, vitiated as it is; Old 
Satan, with that Advantage on his Side, would be 
too ſtrong for young Melan&hon, as he confelgd. 
Alas! where there is ſuch Blindneſs of Mind, 
ſuch Hardnefs of Heart, ſuch Prejudices againſt 
the Truths and Ways of Go p, and Diſlike of 
every Thing that is of an holy Nature or Ten- 
dency, what can be done to any ſaving Pur- 
poſe, till God come by his Grace, and work all 
our Works in #s and for us? A Senſe of this is 
highly needful. And to proceed: Tho' Gop 
may, and perhaps ſometimes does, ſurprize Per- 
ſons graciouſly, and prevent them with his 

Rom. x, Goodnels, being found of them that ſought him not, 

20 . e. who were going oncareleſly, and minding 
nothing of their ſpiritual and everlaſting Con- 
cerns, tho' He has by ſome Word or Provi- 
dence wrought ſavingly upon ſome ſuch ; yet, 


- --S 


4.) GOD expedts and requires Perſons ſhould uſe 
the Powers they have, and do the beſt they can to- 
ward the Good needed, viz. This Bleſſing of the Go- 


Jeet: 
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and the fulleſt Meaſures and Degrees of it. 
d this their Care and Endeavour, may be ap- 
plied two Ways, wiz. | 


1] To ger free of what's obfruBive, And. 


He oF v7 


2.] To enquire after, and uſe inthe beſt Manner 
what may be helpful and furthering to the Fulneſ; of 
this Bleſſing. | | 

Or theſe in Order: 


1. To get free of what's obſtructive, viz, 


(1. THE Prevalency of Corruption in the Na- 
ture; which makes it like bad and unfit Soil, 
where the Word, when ſown, will not proſper. 
If it be, | | 


OBJECTED, and ſaid, But what can we 
do? Is not this itſelf a great Part of the Goſpel 
Bleſſing ? And how then is it propoſed to our 
Endeavour in order to it? 


A. T 1s true, tis both a Part of the Goſpel 
Bleſſing, and a Preparation unto more; when 
the Unregeneracy of the Heart is removed, 
here is the happy Beginning, and the' hardeſt 
Step; what follows, is a Change in Degree 
only, this in Kind. If it be till 


OBE ED, But what can the Unregene- 
rate do? Is not that a State of ſpiritual Death? Eph. ii. 1. 
And can the Dead do any Thing ? 


AA. Wi x natural Life continues, there 
is Capacity of ſpiritual; and tis the Lan- 
30 Wage 
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Jam. iv. 8. guage of Scripture, Cleanſe yourſelves, and. N 


Ezech. 5% a new Heart, &c. Not that Man can do this ple 

John of himſelf; for We are born not of Blood, nor of the On 

13. Will of the Fleſh,nor of the Will of Man ; but of God, Ble 

He, and He only, is the Author and Worker of 

the firſt holy Change: but the Meaning is, Do | 

what in you lies in the Uſe of Means, be ſenſi- Tf 

ble of your Need, and of your Impotency,and of of 

the Inability of any but Gon to do it, and ſeek dat 

| to Him in his Ordinances, hear his Word, by Wi 

| the Calls and Exhortations of which He works, _ 

| making Men New, when He bids them be ſo; an, 

| for his Words, when his Power goes with them, Ge 

| Match. vii. are creative of what He commands: He cleanſes 2 

| 8. ' by bidding, Be clean. Hearken then to the Voice 
| of his Goſpel, and pray that his Power may 

| Ezek. xiv, accOο mpAn/ it to your Healing. He that bids He 

| 6. "Sinners turn themſelves, and make themſelves a new of 

Mal. iv. 6. Heart, hath promiſed to turn them, and give || © 

Ezek. them a new Heart: There are Promiſes of Grace, m. 

wei 37: as well as to Grace, to engage and encourage de 

26, Sinners to ſeek to the God and Giver of it. In 

Goto Go therefore for it, get the Prevalen- H 

cy of the Corruption of Nature removd. And | 5 

. li 


=» that being done, 


(2. LABOUR to mortify the Remains of it 
more and more. In Porportion as Sin and Cor- A) 
ruption is ſubdu'd, Grace and Holineſs, and 


| other great Bleſſings of the Goſpel, will be ad- on 
| vanc'd. And now being - regenerate, here is 155 
an active Power, and Principle, under the In- Jy 
| fluence of the divine Spirit, to oppoſe and beat 2 
| down Sin more in the Soul. Adi agunt; the re- || ZE 
| generate Part ſets in with the Motions of Gop's G 
| Spirit, ſtirs up the Heart againſt what is evil, fu 

Ol 
| 


2 Cor. vii. and puts upon further Cleanſing om Filthineſs 
a, of 


3 
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of Fleſh and Spirit. Take Part with this Princi- 
ple, then, and improve it to greater Morificati- 


on of Sin, which will make Way for the fuller 


Blefling of the Goſpel. Particularly, 


Cr. GeT the Blindneſs of the Mind more cured. 
This, ſo far as it remains is a great Hindrance 


of Advancing in Holineſs. Tis by Ignorance, > 


Satan has his Advantage to hinder Profting : 


When any One heareth the Word of the Kingdom, and Mathew 
underſtandeth it not; then cometh the wicked One, xiii. 19. 


and catebeth away that which was ſown in his Heart. 


Get this Blindneſs of Underſtanding therefore 
more cured. And, - | 


[ 2. G ET the Hardneſs and Inſenſibleneſs of the 


Heart more remov'd. Tho old Heart, is an Heart Ezech. 
of Stone, that reſiſts and beats back the Word and xxxVi. 26. 


Counſels of Go p, and in Proportion as it re- 

mains will not admit the Word co enter ; it ſinks 

deep in a ſoft, tender Heart, and makes laſting 

Impreſſions there, which it will not where much 

Hardneſs continues. The Removal of this more 

fully therefore, needs to be look'd to. And 
likewiſe, FR 


[3. Ger the Earthlineſs and Carnality of the 
Actions more done away. Thro' this the Soul, is 
ready to turn from ſpiritual Objects, inſtead of 
embracing of, and cloſing with them; ar leaſt, 
its Vigour and Strength in purſuing what's good, 
is abated, and thereby the Fulneß of the Goſpel 
Bleſſing is hinder'd. This muſt be ftriven againſt 
and remedy'd, that the Delight may be more in 
GoD and his Word, which will prepare for 
fuller Communications from Him. And to add 
one Thing turther, 

TRE 
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Pſal. xxv. Be meek and humble. Such God will teach, and 
Ifay. Ivi 


15. 


there will his beſt Bleſſings be. Endeavour 


[4. T HE Violence and Inordinacy of the Pal. 


ſions needs be cured. The Paſſions in their Nature - 


and Uſe are profitable; but when Corruption 
throws them into Diſorder, the Mind is blinded, 
and all put into Confuſion ; ſuch, for the Time, 
can neither hear, nor ſpeak, as they ſhould ; 
Reaſon and Judgment are caſt from the Throne, 
and what Good then is to be done or gotten ? 


Watch againſt Diſorder therefore here. Eſpe- 


cially, 


|s5. BEWAR E of the Sin that moſt eaſily beſets 
von; that which hath been, and which till is 
moſt apt to be, the Peccatum in deliciis, the dar- 


ling Sin. Here is moſt Danger, by this is the 


Soul moſt like to be pulled down, and hindered 
as tO rien Improvement. Satan's Attacks 
are moſtly here, as the weakeſt Part, and where 
he is moſt likely to make a Breach and enter, 


and lay waſte the Soul. Look therefore in a 
ſpecial Manner that this be kept under, whe- 


ther it be Worldlineſs, Intemperance, or Luſt, 


which has a ſpecial Tendency to drive away the 


good Spirit, and hinder this full Blefling of the 
Goſpel. This is the firſt Head of Direction, Ger 
free from what's obſtructive of this full Bleſſing 


* the Goſpel. And not only remove Hindrances ; 
t, 


2.J APL | your Endea uours to every Thing 
that may help to, and further thu full Bleſſing, Viz. 


(1. GET the beſt Frame and Diſpoſition for it: 
with ſuch He will dwell; and where Gop dwells, 


after 


W 


* 
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after Spirituality and Heavenlineſs of Mind and 
Heart; where the Habit and Diſpoſition of the 
Soul is fo attempered to divine Things, fuller 
Communications wil! be vouchſafed. 


| (2. USE all appointed Means and Ordinances to 
this Purpoſe, vit. | 


Lr. PRIVATE and ſecret Duties in the Family and 
Cloſet. Read and ſtu ly the Scriprures, let them 
be your Meditation, and the Subject of your 
Converſe, in all fit Seaſons, think and talk of 
them, riſing up, and lying down, and walking by Deut. vi, 
| the Way. Examine yourſelves often by this Rule, 7. 
| try your State, your Frame and Carriage, 

your Proficiency or Declenſions in What is 
good. Whoever would have a full Bleſſing of 
BY the Goſpel, needs take heed that no Means be 
| neglected, and frequently to turn inward, to 
| ſee how he thrives, or goes backward in the 
divine and heavenly Lite. Be as much 1n reading 
the Scriptures and other good Books, as Time, 
| and Oppotunity, and your Circumitances, can 
admit; and inſtru thoſe under your Charge: 
He that thus waters, ſhall be watered himſelf. pay. xi 
And eſpecially, be much in praying to, and z. 
praiſing of God ; let Family Prayer, and ſecret 
Prayers, be conſtantly and ſeriouſly minded. 
Theſe we may almoſt take ro be convertible ; 
the praying, will be the thriving Chriſtian; and 
ſuch as neglect, or are careleſs and formal in that 
Duty, if they have Grace, will ſadly decay and 
ſink low in it. This is the Breath of the New 
Creature, without which it cant live. Look 
to theſe private and ſecret Duties therefore; and 
regard 


tri nter 


— — 


lhe HAPPINEsSS of 


f2. PUBLICKk Ordinances on the Lora Day, 


and on other Days, as Opportunities offer, and Time 


for them can be redeemed. Theſe are the great 
inſtitured Means of ſpiritual Growth, and ob- 

taining the full Bleſſing of the Goſpel: Hearing 

the Word, receiving the Sacrament, joyning 

in publick Prayers and Praiſes, Attendance on 

Faſts and Thankſgiving- Days, as the Providen- 

ces of GOD call to the one, or the other: 

Pſalm, The Lord loveth the Gates of Zion, more than all 
Ixxxvii.2. the Dwellings of Facob. As GoD is moſt ho- 
| noured in publick Ordinances, when many ga- 
ther together to worſhip and pay homage to 

Him ; ſo here is his ſpecial Delight, and moſt 

Rev. ii. 1, of his gracious Preſence : Chriſt walks an the 
midſt of his golden Candleſticks. Where any 

| Number are gathered together in his Name, 
Marthew here is He in the Midſt of them. And where He 
wut. 2% thus comes, the Bleſſing comes, according to 
what Gor Himſelf faith: When He had given 

Exod. xx. Inſtructions for his publick Worſhip, all 
24- Places (adds he) where I record my Name, I will 
come to thee, and bleſs thee : that is, where my 
Ordinances are celebrated, there will I come ; 

and not empty handed, but full of Bleflings, to 

beſtow upon thoſe who ſincerely ſeek and wor- 

fhip me. On this Account pious Perſons ſay, 

Pſal. xxvi. as David: Lord, I have lived the Habitation of 
8. thy Houſe, the Place where thine Honour dwelleth : 
viz. for the Communion to be had with Gop 

chere, and the Plenty of Bleflings, by thoſe 

Means to be received from Him : Hither there- 


Prov. viii. fore come. Bleſſed is the Man that heareth me, 
34- (ſaith GoD) watching daily at my Gates, and wait- 


ing at the Poſts of my Doors, Thus then, having 
a meet Liſpoſition and Frame for this full Bleſ- 
ſing, 


E r eee a 
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ſing, uſe the Means, eſpecially publick Ordi- 
nances; yea, uſe them to work that Diſpoſition 
if wanting, and increaſe it where it is, as well 


as to bring the Bleſſings themſelves into the Soul. 
But then, 


[3. THE beft e Manner of Diſcharge of tg 
Duties, ani eAttendance to the Means, 1s to be 
looked to alſo, viz. 


§. 1. THAT it be with Preparation: Keep thy Foot Eceleſ. v. 
' when thou goeſt to the Houſe of God. Don't go pre. 
Cipitantly and rafhly, ruſhing upon ſuch holy 
and ſolemn Work, without Conſideration what 
it is that thou goeſt about; collect your 
Thoughts, unite your Affections, fix your 
Mind and Heart upon what you addreſs to; 
beg the Help andi Aſſiſtance of Gov to your- 
ſelf, and to the Miniſter, If it may be, in 1o- 
lemn earneſt Prayer before going to publick Or- 
dinances, ſtrive for a humble and teachable 
Frame, and to engage GoDs Preſence with 
you ; plead and wreſtle hard with Him to fuch 
Purpoſe. Thus before coming to the Houſe of God; 
And, 3 


§. 2. Look to your Frame and Carriage there, 
that it be ſerious and awful, ſutable to the Great 
Object of Worſhip, the Nature of Gob's Ordi- 
nances, and the high Importance of the Matters 
you come upon; remembring they are the Con- 
cerns of your Souls, and of their eternal Hap- 
pineſs. Keep the Senſes, the Eye and the Ear, 
that they don't by Milapplication draw aw: 
the Mind; watch the Thoughts, that they donc 
ſtart aſide from the Matcer in Hand ; be atten- 
tive in Hearing, that you may underſtand, and 
8 7 the 
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2 Theſ. ii. the Word may enter the Soul ; receive the Truth 


10. 
Ilebr. iv 
2. 


value it more than Gold or Silver, or even than 
your necſſary Food ; earneſtly deſire Knowledge, 
Pal cxix. thirſt for it, and joy and rejoyce in the Word, 
72 _.., let it be your greateſt Delight; mingle frequent 
A nn Ejaculations in Hearing for God's teaching to 
Pia!. cxix, ACCOMPany it: Lord, help me to underſtand this, to 
11, remember that. tO hide it in my Heart, that I may 
not (in againſt Thee, Let the Mind and Heart 
be ſutably engaged in cvery Duty ; whether 
Prayer, or Praiſe, or Hearing, or receiving 
Sacraments ; and keep cloſe to it, throughout: 
This is the Way to a Fulneſs of the Bleſſing of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt. Thus louk to the Heart and 
Behawvicur inthe Houſe of God. And then, 


S. 3. Tart hed after alſo, how you retire and go 
from it : Let it not be with Haſte, and Hurry; 
go leiſurely to other Matters, endeavour to fe- 
rain what you have heard, and fix deep the Im- 
preſſion of Ordinances. ; repeat Sermons in 
your Family, converſe, and talk, and meditate 
on them, and eſpecially pray them over; turn 
them into Matter of Confeſſion, where they fix 
any criminal Charge upon you; into Petition 
jor Pardon of Failings and Miſcarriages, for 
Grace and Strength to be and do better in 
Uims to come, to increale ith the Increaſes of 
Gon; and Thankſgiving , for any Help and 
Aſliſtance, any Communion with Gop, in his 
Ordinances. And be ſure, purſue the End of 
Ordinances in the Liſe, be more watchful a- 
gainſt Sin, more ready and furniſh'd to every 
good Work, ſerve Gop with more Cheerfulneſs 
and Vigor, do a that is incumbent upon you 
in your ſeveral Relations and Callings, in better 
| 1 . — 35 Manner 


in the Lowe of it, mix it with Faith, eſteem and 
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Manner than ever, be fruitful and abounding in 
good Works. Endeavours thus ſeriouſly, con- 
{tantly and heartily apply'd, will not tail of a 
good Iflue, even a Fulnef of the Bleſſing of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. And thus of the Peoples Parr, 
in order to this Event in reference unto them- 
ſelves. The other Branch is, 


[2.] THAT what they can, they promote the ſame 
in reference unto others. To this Purpoſe, 


1.) THEY ſhould pray earneſtly, That the Word 
of the Lord may have free Courſe, and be glorified ; 
that the Virtue and Power of it may be ſeen in 
its mighty Effects on the Hearts and Lives of 
Many; @ great Door and effet ual being opened unto 


the Diſpenſers of it, and none able to hinder. And : Cor. xvi. 


they ſhould not only pray; but, 


2.) THE x ſhould ſtrive in all the Ways that they 
are able, that it may be ſo. They are to be Fellow- 
helpers to the Truth ; not only by incouraging 
and ſupporting the Diſpenſers of it; but in their 
own Lives and Examples, rendering it as ami- 
able as may be, and as they have Opportunity 
and Ability, ſpreading the Knowledge of it ; 
and ſhould take heed of every Thing that may 
beget Prejudices; ſuch as Narrowneſs of an 
Principles or Way, not grounded upon the 
Word, Unchurching or Unchriſtianing any 
whom CHRIsT will own and receive, all 
unneceſſary Singularities, and Uncompliance 
with others in Things indifferent for their 
Good, all Pride and Unconverſibleneſs, mo- 


roſe, and peeviſh Temper and Behaviour. They 
ſhould readily own and countenance, commend 


and 


John 8. 


1 Cor. xv. 
58, 


| 
2Theſ.iii, | 


Rev. iii 8. 
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and | further what is good in any. Ina Word, 
Phil. ii. 4. they ſhould be of a publick Spirit, Looking every 


. 


Man not on bis own Things only, but on the Things of 


Ver. 21. others, and eſpecially on the Things that are Feſws 
Chriſt's, to advance his Honour, and promote 
his Intereſt in the fulleſt ſubjecting of many to 
him, and thereby an Abundance and Fulneſs of 
the Bleſſings of his Goſpel to them: Study all 
Ways of doing Good, and expreſſing Love to 
the Souls of Men: Deſire and endeavour their 
Welfare and Happineſs, and rejoyce in it. And 
thus of the fourth general Head of Improve- 
ment of the Doctrine, All e Means need be uſed 
for obtaining and furthering the Succeſs of the Goſpel, 
in the beſt «Manner, and fulleſt «Meaſure that may 
be. Again, | 


5. In whatever Degree a eMiniſtry is ſucceſsful 
where it comes, let God alone bave the Glory. As 
the Motions of the Goſpel are by his ordering, 
ſo the Succeſſes of is are at his Pleaſure : The 
John iii 8. Vind bloweth where it liſteth; ſo is every One 
Rom. ix. that is born of the Spirit. 'Tis not of him that 


16. mvilleth, nor of bim that runneth, but of God that 
Cor. iv. he” Mercy. He it is that makes to differ, 
N boch in reſpect of the Truth, and of the Mea- 


—iii. 6, ſure of Goodneſs. To Paul . and Apollo 

g Water; yet tis God that giveth the Increaſe : All 

is according to his Influence, and of his free 

Grace. Ir holds in ſpiritual, as well as in 

Prov. x. Worldly Things, The Bleſſing of the Lord maketh 

22 rich; and if all be by his Bleſſing, tis fit that 
He have all the Praiſe. And farther, 


6. LET ſuch as live under a fi ucceſiful Miniſtry, 


be humble and watchful: Humble, remembring 
| whence 


| * 
b 
PEG - » * 
— — — * 
7 i CE 


806 2 e220 


| — 


a Succeſsful MINIST Rx. 119 


whence it is that the Lot is ſo caſt, where the 
Dews of Heaven fall ſo plentifully, and to fo 

ood Purpole ; this is all from G o D's own di- 
Ringuiſhin Goodneſs, not Merit or Deſerv- 
ings in thoſe ſo favour d: And watchful, that they 
continue in this Goodneſs, provoke not Go D by Rom xi. 
Careleſneſs, or Sloth, to withhold or abate the ?? 
Bleſſing. He beſtows freely); but if Men flight 
his Gifts, and neglect the due Uſe and Improv- 
ment of them, He may take them away juſtly : Phil. ii, ia, 
Work out your Salvation with Fear and Trembling ; 3: 
for tis God which worketh in you both to will and to 
do of bis good Pleaſure. Once more, 


, . 
? _ 
2 
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7. PIT and pray for thoſe, who either want 
the e Miniſtry of the Word, or want the Bleſſing. 
Alas! how many are there, who have not the 
outward Means! who /it in Darkneſs, and in the Matth. iv. 
Region of the Shadow of Death! Pray, that the 16. 
Day-ſpring from on high may viſit ſuch, and that Euke 1- 
they may ſee the Salvation of God. And where ary 6 
outward Light and Means are, how Many are 
ſtill in Ignorance and Darkneſs, even in the 
Midſt of thoſe Means! continue dead under 
quickening Ordinances ! deſtitute of the Bleſſing 
of the Goſpel, under fulleſt Enjoy ment of the 
| Ordinances of the Goſpel ! or, at beſt, but 
with low and ſmall Meaſures of the Bleſſing, 
when for their Time and Standing, they 
ſhould have been much improved, and have 
attained high Degrees ! This is, and ought to 
be for a Lamentation. May it be bewailed by 
us; ſo far eſpecially, as it may be our own Cale. 
Lament Barrenefs and Unfruitfulneſs; pray 
that more of the Efficacy of the Spirit may ac- 
company the Goſpel, which is the Miniſtration 2 Cor. iii. 
of the Spirits | | 8. 
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| AND may we ſtrive, gp Miniſters. ahd py 
People, in all the Ways meumbent on us, 
that the Word may have its full Effect a- 
1 Tim iv. mong us. That our Profiting may a pear unto 
15. all, that the Miniſtry hach come to us in the 
Fulneſs of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt. May 
the GoD of all Grace to this belt of Wiſhes 

lay eAmen. 


AA 
Age 3. line 31. read, that being. P. 13. J. 29. r. finally, as 
"tis deſign'd. p. 71. 1. 26. T. comes. p. 80.1. I. r. burns 5 
workin, e. p- 105. I. 15. r. ae, is. p. 107. I. 20. 
0 Prophet 
Some other Miſtakes Literal and in Pointing the Rea. 
dec will Corted and Excuſe, 


